REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
JUNE 8, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on June 8, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina








John Colley








Dolly Stout








Tom Kelly








Laurie Francisco








George Frailey








Peter J. Motsavage

MINUTES:  MAY 25, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Francisco moved to approve the May 25, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  JUNE 3, 2010 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the June 3, 2010 Special Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

Supervisor Preston clarified that, even though Town Attorney Mark Gorgos is quoted on page 8 of the May 11 Town Board meeting minutes as stating that the Town of Conklin does not contribute toward Councilman Bullock’s retirement benefits, the Town does in fact contribute toward Mr. Bullock’s retirement benefits.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Code Officer, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.

SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA

Broome County Legislator, 6th District, Suzanne Gorman Messina, stated that all department heads in Broome County government have been instructed to trim their budget for 2011 by 10%.
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Ms. Messina provided enrollment forms for Pro-Act, Inc., a business with which Broome County has an agreement to provide discounts at local pharmacies.  She stated that even some pet medications are included with this plan, which she added does not cost the County any money.  Ms. Messina stated that it has been proven that the increased foot traffic in local pharmacies resulting from using the discount card brings in more business than it costs the pharmacies to accept the discounted prices.
Ms. Messina stated that she has researched the proposed Cold War Veterans Exemption and she and Legislator Marchie Diffendorf, 7th District, are co-sponsoring this legislation, which she added is “moving forward.”
Mr. Minoia asked why the County has reverted to sending the larger buses on the Conklin run and Ms. Messina replied that the smaller buses are being repaired.  She added that when the smaller buses are being repaired the County temporarily sends a larger bus or a hybrid bus to cover the run.  Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman questioned the value of the hybrid buses and Mr. Minoia stated that all hybrid vehicles burn either gasoline, if it’s a car, then convert to electric power, or diesel, if it’s a bus, then covert to electric power, adding that the mechanism is the same for all hybrid vehicles.

Mr. Finch asked Ms. Messina how much property tax will increase at the County level in the 2011 Budget and Ms. Messina stated that she does not know yet but added that the Legislature is hoping to keep the percentage increase in the single digits.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that Wayne’s Welding on Powers Road was approved at the last Planning Board meeting.  He added that the other two businesses in the same complex, which were approved a month earlier by the Planning Board, are moving ahead with getting their businesses ready to start operations.
Mr. Jones reported that his office issued eight building permits in May, two of which were for signs at Impress USA in the Corporate Park, adding that the final inspection for Impress USA’s new facility is scheduled for this week.

Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Jones and Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter about the large wet spot on the carpet in the hallway near the Court offices.  Mr. Jones replied that the hot water heater had leaked and the water had seeped through into the carpet.  He added that the water heater was replaced yesterday (June 7), with hot water being restored to the Town Hall, and added that the carpet is drying out.

Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Jones to contact the roofing company to check the roof at the Town Hall for leaks, so that the damaged ceiling tiles can be replaced.  Mr. Finch asked Mr. Bullock if the concrete sidewalks outside the Town Hall can be sealed, to prevent further pitting from the salt used to de-ice the sidewalks.  Mr. Bullock stated that he will look into getting this done.  Mr. Francisco asked if leaf guards for the eaves on the Castle can be purchased to prevent the water from being trapped and not draining properly.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent and Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter  reported that the Town Pool was inspected and approved by the Broome County Health Department on May 28 and was opened to the public on May 31.  He reported that over Memorial Day weekend, the concession stand at the lighted field was broken into and approximately $1,000 worth of food was stolen.
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Mr. Delamarter reported that the Town Landfill was mowed and the 2nd Quarter testing was completed by Eastern Labs.  He added that Shumaker Consulting also conducted an inspection and is requiring that an overflow gauge be installed on the landfill tank.   Mr. Delamarter stated that Shumaker Consulting provided him with a checklist of requirements for the Landfill.

Mr. Delamarter reported that Shawsville Cemetery was mowed in time for Memorial Day weekend, adding that a burial occurred at the cemetery on May 18.  

Mr. Delamarter reported that the leak in the sewer line on Melody Lane was caused by a crack in the pipe, adding that the pipe has since been replaced.  He reported that the Annual Water Quality Report has been mailed and the water meters have been read and bills mailed.  Mr. Delamarter reported that the properties obtained through the Flood Buyout Program have been mowed.
Mr. Delamarter distributed information comparing the cost of chemicals for the Town Pool and water system from Amrex, the Town’s current chemical supplier, and Slack.  He noted that the prices charged by Slack are less than those charged by Amrex, adding that Slack has been approved by the Broome County Health Department.  Mr. Delamarter stated that Slack, which is based in Carthage, New York, charges the same delivery charge as Amrex.  He added that Slack can deliver chemicals to the Town in an emergency, or added that he always has the option of going to Amrex to obtain the chemicals if that is necessary.  The Town of Kirkwood buys chemicals from Slack.
Supervisor Preston stated that a few more names are needed on the petition to extend Water District 6 to include Stillwater Road and/or Pride Manor Mobile Home Park.  Mr. Delamarter stated that he has contacted the person who is spearheading the petition drive but has received no response.  Mr. Finch asked if the Town of Kirkwood, which supplies water for District 6, would be able to supply the additional water for the proposed extension.  Mr. Delamarter explained that the Town would need 51% of the residents to sign the petition asking for the extension, and then the Town of Conklin would approach the Town of Kirkwood with the request.
REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that PESH (Public Employees Safety and Health Bureau) re-inspected the Highway Garage and the inspector was very pleased with the improvements that the Highway Department had made since the last inspection.
Mr. Latting stated that Governor Patterson had approved the State’s “CHIPS” program, adding that he plans to make timely and efficient use of these funds.  Supervisor Preston added that the approval from the Governor came after pressure from local officials State Senator Thomas Libous and State Assemblyman Clifford Crouch.
Mr. Latting stated that he is frustrated in his attempts to move forward resolving the issue of whose responsibility it is to maintain the road to the water tower off Stewart Road.  He stated that the residents in the area are very displeased with the Town’s efforts, adding that he needs answers from the Town Attorneys regarding who is responsible and for how much of the road are they responsible for maintenance.  Mr. Latting asked if the Town has an easement to allow access to the water tower.  Town Attorney Angel Aton stated that Attorney Mark Gorgos is researching this issue.
Mr. John Colley of Millburn Drive expressed concern about children running out in front of moving vehicles on Millburn Drive.  He had requested at an earlier meeting that “Children at Play” signs be installed on Millburn Drive to warn motorists about children playing in the area, adding that homemade signs have already been put up.  Mr. Latting stated that there always have been questions about the legality and advisability of such signs, with some people holding the opinion that such signs encourage children to play in the road.  Ms. Aton stated that this would be included as part of the Vehicle and Traffic Law and stated that she will research this question.
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REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-95:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA A. PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/APRIL 14 - MAY 27, 2010
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #1024, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $169.50 to Debra A. Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period April 14 through May 27, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2010-96:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of the following listed checks, account code A1355.401, for the Board of Assessment Review:

Check #
Name






Amount
1026

William Brodsky – Member



$175.00

1027

Mark Dedrick – Chairman



$225.00

1028

Paul Preston – Member



$175.00

1029

Karen Twining – Secretary



$150.00
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2010-97:  RATIFY PAYMENT/TOWN OF CONKLIN POOL PETTY CASH
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #1030, account code A211, in the amount of $50.00 to the Town of Conklin Pool Petty Cash.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2010-98:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/POSTAGE FOR ANNUAL WATER QUALITY REPORT
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratified payment of check #1071, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $345.69 to the U.S. Postal Service for postage for the Annual Water Quality Report.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-99:  RATIFY PAYMENT/POSTAGE ON CALL/POSTAGE METER POSTAGE PURCHASE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of ACH payment, account codes A1335.4 and A1670.4, in the amount of $500.00 to Postage on Call for postage meter postage purchase.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-100:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT/BILL LIST/TOTAL $37,848.43:

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims in the Bill List for the total amount of $37,848.43:




General




$19,619.87




Highway




  15,324.96




Water District




    1,567.49




Sewer District




       902.50




Light Districts




       433.61



Total





$37,848.43
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-101:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/TOWN OF KIRKWOOD/SUMMER ARTS & CRAFTS PROGRAM 2010

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with the Town of Kirkwood for the Summer Arts and Crafts Program for 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2010-102:  STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION/COUNCILMEN BULLOCK & FINCH
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Conklin hereby establishes the following as standard workdays for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body:

	Title
	Name
	Standard work day

(hrs/day)
	Term Begins & Ends
	Participates in Retirement System
	Days/ Month

(based on records 
of activities)

	Elected Officials

	Councilperson 
	Bullock, Gary D.
	6
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME LOG
	1.08

	Councilperson
	Finch, James E.
	6
	01/01/07 12/31/10
	TIME LOG
	2.89


Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:   Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
THANK YOU/TOWN BOARD & EMPLOYEES/SUPPORT OF HEART WALK
Attorney Angel Aton thanked the Town Board and employees of the Town of Conklin for the money donated in support of the Heart Walk.  She noted that, other than herself, Assistant to the Supervisor Lisa Houston raised the most money for the fundraiser.

UPDATE/560 CONKLIN ROAD/OWNERSHIP
Mr. Minoia asked if any progress has been made on determining the ownership of 560 Conklin Road, former site of the City Line Garage, whether it was the railroad company or a private individual.  Ms. Aton replied that Attorney Mark Gorgos had obtained some “old information” but added that research is still being conducted into this issue.  Mr. Minoia stated that this building is on Town water and asked if whoever has been paying the water bill has been paying as an outside user or as a Conklin resident.  He added that whoever owned the building when the Water District was formed would be named on the bond as a participant in paying for the district.
SOUCIE PROPERTY
Mr. Francisco asked why all clean-up efforts on the property on Conklin Road owned by Larry Soucie have ceased and Supervisor Preston stated that she believes Mr. Soucie is currently in jail.  Attorney Aton stated that her office can send a letter to Mr. Soucie informing him that clean-up must continue or the Town can clean up the property and add the cost to Mr. Soucie’s tax bill.

UPDATE/2010 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch asked for an update on the property located at 2010 Conklin Road.  Ms. Aton stated that she researched this issue and a letter was sent to the property owner informing him that his property does not meet Town Code requirements, including the requirement that unregistered vehicles be 60 feet from the road.  She added that the Town’s next option would be legal proceedings.  Supervisor Preston stated that the law office has been working on this issue for over six months and answers are needed.  Ms. Aton stated that she would meet with her colleague at Coughlin & Gerhart, Keith O’Hara, to discuss this issue.
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UPDATE/BOLAND EXCAVATING/ACCESS TO CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch asked for an update on the legal questions surrounding the property on Millburn Drive which could provide an alternate access road to Conklin Road for Boland Excavating, if the ownership questions were resolved.  Ms. Aton stated that she believes Mr. Gorgos sent a letter to the property owner.  Supervisor Preston stated that she needs a copy of this letter.
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE LOGS

Supervisor Preston stated that she has only been receiving Vehicle Maintenance Logs from the Dog Control Officer since January and asked Mr. Jones and Mr. Delamarter where their maintenance logs are.  She added that it is important that she receive the logs to keep track of mileage and maintenance on the Town vehicles.
DELTA ENGINEERING & DAN GRIFFITHS AT JUNE 22 MEETING
Supervisor Preston stated that representatives from Delta Engineering will be present at the June 22 Town Board meeting to discuss the Road Use Service Agreement.  Town Engineer Dan Griffiths of Griffiths Engineering will also be present at this meeting.

COLD WAR VETERANS EXEMPTION

Referring to a memo received from Town Assessor John McDonald, Supervisor Preston stated that it would be difficult to estimate the cost if the Town approved the Cold War Veterans Exemption because it is difficult to estimate how many people in the Town of Conklin would qualify for this exemption.  Mr. McDonald’s memo stated that the reason given historically by the County and other entities for not adopting the exemption is the fact that adopting it would increase the tax rate for other taxpayers. 
Mr. Minoia questioned the time period of 1945-1991 and Supervisor Preston replied that the Cold War Veterans Exemption is intended for those men and women who served in the military during times when the country was not involved in an armed conflict.  Those who served during a time of conflict already are eligible for the standard Veterans Exemption.  Legislator Messina stated that, in working with the Veterans Administration and the Broome County Office of Real Property, the County has determined that there are approximately 5,400 veterans in Broome County.  She stated that the Cold War Veterans Exemption would impact .04% of total tax assessments, costing approximately $.30 each for other taxpayers.

3I GRAPHICS/BOULEVARD BANNER BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

Supervisor Preston showed those present a proposed banner created with the Town of Conklin logo by 3I Graphic as part of its Boulevard Banner Beautification Project.  The banners would each be sponsored by a business within the Town, so there would be no cost to the Town.  The banner would then display the name of its sponsoring business, to serve as advertising.  3I Graphics would be responsible for getting the sponsors, as well as for installation, maintenance, and removal, if necessary, of the banners.  The Town would receive $50.00 per banner per year, and would need to provide a letter of introduction and watch for wear on the banners.  Each sponsor would have one banner, which would be installed on existing light and/or telephone poles.  Supervisor Preston stated that the agreement would be open-ended, with either party able to terminate the agreement with 60 days notice.  The Town of Conklin would determine the appropriate locations for the banners.
RESO 2010-103:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/3I GRAPHICS/BOULEVARD BANNER BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with 3I Graphics to participate in the Boulevard Banner Beautification Project.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONCERTS IN THE PARK

Supervisor Preston announced that the 2010 Summer Concerts in the Park series begins on June 16 at 7:00 P.M. with “The Shambles.”

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
