REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MAY 25, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on May 25, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Cheryl Insinga




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



NYS Dept. of Transportation
Barbara Thomas




S.V. School District

Gerardo Tagliaferri




S.V. School District

Ralph Schuldt








Ruth Joyner








Laurie Francisco








George Frailey








John Colley








Joe Husnay








Peter J. Motsavage

MINUTES:  APRIL 27, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to approve the April 27, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  MAY 11, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the May 11, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

“CHILDREN AT PLAY” SIGNS/MILLBURN DRIVE

Mr. John Colley of Millburn Drive noted that the “Dead End” signs have been installed on Millburn Drive, but the “Children at Play” sign that he requested at the last Board meeting has not been installed.  He stated that he had heard that the Town will not install the “Children at Play” sign because it is believed to encourage children to play in the streets.  Mr. Colley stated that he is worried about children running in front of moving vehicles and getting hurt.  Supervisor Preston stated that she would talk with Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting about this issue again.
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 25, 2010

PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION/”SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL” GRANT PROJECT

At 7:05 P.M., Supervisor Preston opened the Public Information Session regarding the “Safe Routes to School” grant project to be constructed near the Richard T. Stank Middle School.  Town Counsel Cheryl Insinga spoke briefly about the project and introduced Barbara Thomas of the New York State Department of Transportation, project manager for the grant project.

There being no public comments or questions regarding this project, Supervisor Preston closed the Public Information Session at 7:07 P.M.

RESO 2010-87:  RATIFY SCHEDULING/SPECIAL MEETING/JUNE 3, 2010/5:00 P.M./SEQR/”SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL” GRANT PROJECT
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies scheduling of a Special Town Board Meeting at 5:00 P.M. on June 3, 2010, to conduct the SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review) regarding the “Safe Routes to School” grant project.  

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

“CHILDREN AT PLAY” SIGN (CONT.)
Mr. Minoia stated that when he was in the position of Highway Superintendent, the New York State DOT (Department of Transportation) discouraged the installation of “Children at Play” signs.   Mr. Colley stated that home made signs have been placed on Fallbrook Road and Lower Conklin Forks Road.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that Mr. Latting will research this issue.
REPORTS:

None.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW YORK STATE RETIREMENT REQUIRED REPORTING/STANDARD WORK DAY/ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Attorney Cheryl Insinga stated that, effective August 12, 2009, a time verification of hours worked for a three-month time period is required of all elected and appointed officials enrolled in the New York State Retirement system.  She added that for Tier 1 employees, the three month time log is not mandated, however, some form of documentation of time worked is required.  Ms. Insinga explained that the formula for the reporting mechanism takes the approved number of hours worked divided by three (months) divided by the standard number of work day hours (6 to 8), providing the number of days worked per month, which is usually 20 for full-time employment.  The resolution certifying the number of days per month worked for each elected or appointed official must be posted to the Town website and the Town Clerk’s bulletin board for 30 days, and an affidavit of posting, along with the resolution and its certification, must be submitted to the Office of the State Comptroller within 45 days of the initial posting of the resolution.
RESO 2010-88:  APPROVE AMENDED STANDARD WORK DAY AND REPORTING RESOLUTION
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Conklin hereby establishes the following as standard workdays for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body:

	Title
	Name
	Standard work day

(hrs/day)
	Term Begins & Ends
	Participates in Retirement System
	Days/ Month

(based on records of activities

	Elected Officials

	Supervisor
	Preston, Debra A.
	6
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME CARD
	20

	Councilperson
	Francisco, Charles W.
	6
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME LOG
	2.73

	Town Clerk
	Jacobs, Sherrie L.
	7
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME CARD
	20

	Town Highway Supt.
	Latting, Patrick K.
	8
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME CARD
	20

	Justice of the Peace
	Ayres, J Marshall
	6
	01/01/09 12/31/12
	TIME CARD
	20


Seconded by Mr. Finch.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The amended resolution removes Mr. Bullock and Mr. Finch, who will submit their time logs by the June 8 Town Board meeting.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Office of the State Comptroller will use the numbers submitted in the resolution to calculate credit for New York State Retirement, adding that the OSC has the ability to audit any claims it feels are questionable.

COLD WAR VETERANS EXEMPTION
Supervisor Preston stated that she must get the estimated financial impact of the Cold War Veterans Exemption from the Town Assessor and added that she will have this information by the June 8 Town Board meeting.  Attorney Cheryl Insinga explained that Broome County requires 30 days to process its Form 239 review.
RESO 2010-89:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 2, 2010/ “A LOCAL LAW AUTHORIZING A REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR COLD WAR VETERANS”/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/JULY 13, 2010/7:05 P.M.
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law 2, 2010, “A Local Law Authorizing a Real Property Tax Exemption for Cold War Veterans,” and schedules a Public Hearing at 7:05 P.M. on July 13, 2010, to receive input regarding this proposed local law.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-90:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 3, 2010/ “A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW ENTITLED ‘CODE OF ETHICS’”/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/JULY 13, 2010/7:10 P.M.

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law 3, 2010, “A Proposed Local Law Entitled ‘Code of Ethics,’” and schedules a Public Hearing at 7:10 P.M. on July 13, 2010, to receive input regarding this proposed local law.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Insinga explained that this proposed local law would repeal the existing Code of Ethics law and adopt the New York State Code of Ethics Law, amended for the Town of Conklin.

16 WOODCREST WAY

Supervisor Preston stated that the property located at 16 Woodcrest Way could be put on the Broome County Auction list, but noted that the Town has an obligation to obtain the best price possible for the property and therefore must advertise the property as being for sale and receive sealed bids, awarding to the highest/best bid.

RESO 2010-91:  AUTHORIZE PUBLICATION & POSTING/16 WOODCREST WAY/FOR SALE/BIDS RETURNED BY 4 P.M. ON JUNE 22, 2010/OPENED AT 7 P.M. ON JUNE 22, 2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes publication and posting of the notice that the property located at 16 Woodcrest Way is “for sale,” with sealed bids due to be returned by 4:00 P.M. on June 22, 2010, and the sealed bids to be opened at 7:00 P.M. on June 22, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that 10% of the total bid would be required as a non-refundable down payment, with closing to take place within 30 days.  She added that the Town of Conklin will not be responsible to pay closing costs.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-92:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/2ND QUARTER WATER & SEWER BILLING POSTAGE

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #1025, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $252.00 to the U.S. Postal Service for postage for the 2nd Quarter Water and Sewer billing.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-93:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILL LIST/$71,741.08

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the Bill List for a total amount of $71,741.08:
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General



$15,531.99




Highway


    
    6,383.61




Water District


    
    2,446.57




Sewer District


   
  45,160.52




Light Districts



     2,218.39



Total



  
 $71,741.08

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

IMPROVEMENTS/1298 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch commented that the property owners of the property located at 1298 Conklin Road (across from Helene Yelverton’s Dance Studio) have done a “good job” cleaning up and making improvements to the property.

UPDATE/2010 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch asked Attorney Insinga if there is an update on the property located at 2010 Conklin Road and she replied that she does not have an update on this situation, which Attorney Mark Gorgos is researching.

BARRIER FENCE/HOBART STONE AND JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Mr. Finch asked for an update regarding the barrier fence to be constructed between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park and Supervisor Preston replied that a meeting has been scheduled between Mr. Hobart, the Town Attorney, Mr. Bullock, and Code Officer Robert Jones to discuss the fence.

UPDATE/ALTERNATE ROADWAY/BOLAND’S EXCAVATING & TOPSOIL

Mr. Finch asked if there is an update regarding the title issues with the property on Millburn Drive which would allow Boland’s Excavating and Topsoil to create an alternate roadway access to Route 7 and Attorney Insinga stated that Attorney Angel Aton is researching this issue, adding that she (Attorney Insinga) will check on the progress of this research.

CONKLIN POOL

Supervisor Preston stated that the Conklin Pool will be inspected on May 28, 2010, and is scheduled to open for the season on May 29.  She added that the drain has been changed, as mandated by law, and signs posting the new hours of operation, 1 P.M. until 7 P.M., will be posted.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.

The meeting adjourned at 7:43 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
