REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MAY 11, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on May 11, 2010, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Greg Pemberton








Joseph P. Husnay








April Krissell








Norm Johnson








Dolly Stout








Laurie Francisco








George Frailey








Peter J. Motsavage

MINUTES:  APRIL 27, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

The Town Board decided to hold over approval of the April 27, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes until the May 25 Town Board Meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Supervisor’s Office, the Code Officer, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a letter from Joseph P. Husnay.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
ACCESS TO SUSQUEHANNA RIVER BEHIND TOWN HALL

Mr. Norman Johnson, whose home is on the property adjoining that on which the Town Hall is located, expressed his concerns over the Town clearing an access path to the Susquehanna River on Town property behind the Town Hall.  The Town’s goal in clearing the path is to improve safe access to the river for fishing.  Mr. Johnson stated that he is opposed to this measure because in the past, children have trespassed on his property and he is liable if anyone gets hurt on his property.  He added that people have littered the riverbank and his property with garbage and have driven vehicles down the Town-owned road way and back up through his mowed property.  The Town does not intend to allow vehicle access to the river from this site.
Mr. Patrick Smith, who resides on the other side of the Town Hall property, also sent an e-mail to Supervisor Preston opposing the clearing for river access.  Mr. Finch stated that there will not be a boat launch on the Town property, merely access to the river for fishing.

COLD WAR VETERANS EXEMPTION LEGISLATION

Mr. Joseph P. Husnay read the following letter into the minutes:

“April 29, 2010
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“Mrs. Preston, Board Members:

“I’m Joe Husnay, and have resided at 28 Wilbur Way for the past 28 years.

“In the latter part of 2009, I applied for and received a permit for an addition to my home.

“Before the addition was started, I debated what might be a fair reassessment and tax property increase for this addition.

“It was mentioned that I may be eligible for a Veterans Exemption on my property taxes, seeing that I was a United States Army veteran serving from June 1955 to June 1958, which included a 16 month tour of South Korea.  After researching this exemption and even with the three years in the United States Army I did not qualify for this exemption.

“However, in August of 2007 a new property tax exemption was passed by the New York State Legislature.

“This piece of legislation was called “The Cold War Exemption” in honor of the Cold War Veterans, of which I am eligible for.

“I would like to repeat a quote and I would like the board to listen carefully and keep an open mind on this quote.
“’When we think of a veteran, we tend to envision a member of the military fighting in a far away land during a time of war.  Today thru the Cold War Exemption, we are honoring those brave men and women who stood at the ready, prepared to defend our country at a moment’s notice during the years of tension and hostile competition known as the “Cold War.”’

“This quote was stated by Mr. Chris Collins, Erie County Executive, on Nov. 25, 2008.

“When this state legislation was passed, it did however give villages, towns, cities and counties the privilege to accept or reject this legislation.

“After more research I was amazed as to how many villages, towns, cities and counties passed this legislation to honor the ‘Cold War Veteran.’

“I am here this evening, as a Cold War Veteran, asking you, the board, to give thoughtful consideration in passing a resolution to honor the Cold War Veteran with the ‘Cold War Exemption.’
“As I close, I would like to leave you a couple of more quotes.

“On April 19, 1951, it was quoted by one of our greatest Generals, ‘Old soldiers never die, they just fade away.’

“And one that really struck the heart and I’m sure you will all agree even though it was quoted 70 years ago on April 4, 1940, taken from the Times, ‘Old soldiers never die – they may starve – when other state pensioners are receiving increased benefits.’

“And finally my quote, ‘I am an old soldier and slowly fading away – but my fight for this legislation has just begun.’  I will be ‘fighting’ for this legislation to be passed in the villages, towns and cities of Broome County.

“Again I ask, draft a resolution making the Town of Conklin the 1st in Broome County to honor the Cold War Veteran.

“Thank you.”
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Mr. Husnay went on to say that this legislation would affect probably less than two dozen individuals, and probably cost the taxpayers less than $2,500 to $3,000.  He added that the County of Rensselaer granted 73 exemptions, in a county with a population of 155,541, and added that this would break down to 916 towns with a population of 18,000.  Mr. Husnay stated that Broome County has a population of 194,630, and the Town of Conklin has a population of 5,940.  He reiterated that neither Broome County nor any of its municipalities has approved this legislation, adding that the numbers affected would be low.
Town Counsel Mark Gorgos stated that approval of this legislation would require the introduction of a new local law, which he added he could have ready by the May 25 Town Board meeting, at which time the Board could schedule the required Public Hearing.  Supervisor Preston explained to Mr. Husnay that the process of approval would take approximately two months.
Broome County Legislator Suzanne Gorman Messina, 6th District, stated that she had received a copy of Mr. Husnay’s letter, as well as a phone call from Mr. Husnay regarding this legislation.  She stated that Legislative Assistant Chris Marion is researching the cost of this proposed legislation, which she added will be on the agenda for next month’s meeting of the Broome County Legislature.  Supervisor Preston replied that the cost will be minimal and will affect next year’s taxes, not this year’s taxes.  Ms. Messina stated that she does not feel it will be a problem for the Legislature to approve this legislation but added that she needs answers to potential questions regarding the cost.  Mr. Gorgos stated that this proposed legislation is “revenue neutral to the municipality,” as the cost is shared with other taxpayers.  Mr. Norman Johnson reiterated that the number of veterans eligible for this exemption will be low.
UPDATE/SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA

Legislator Messina provided an update on several other issues being address by Broome County.  She stated that the road legislation, designed to compensate the County for damage done to its roads by heavy truck traffic, is still on hold and may eventually just “go away,” adding that many legislators support the Town of Kirkwood model for providing compensation for road damage.

Ms. Messina stated that the County has obtained grants, and added that the Harvey Justice Building is now open.  She stated that the County is looking for areas in which to cut its budget.

Mr. Minoia commented that he has noticed that the County down-sized the buses that run on the Town of Conklin route, which he added was a good idea.  Ms. Messina replied that the County is utilizing smaller buses as well as hybrid buses, for which it received a grant for funding.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that his department helped remove several large trees in the area of River Boulevard and Lawrence Boulevard to make room for the CHOW (Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse) gardens and orchard to be planted in that area.
Mr. Latting stated that his department received a PESH (Public Employee Safety and Health) inspection recently and several violations were recorded.  He stated that this has been corrected, with safety classes being held that “superseded expectations,” adding that PESH will re-inspect the Highway Department to note the corrections.

Mr. Latting reported that his department was “as aggressive as possible with the weather conditions” in completing repairs caused by the flash flooding of January 25, 2010, noting that the repairs are all completed.  Supervisor Preston stated that she is working on the paperwork to submit the cost of these repairs to FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) for reimbursement.  Mr. Latting stated that page two of his written report provides a summary of repair work completed in response to this flash flooding event.
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Mr. Latting raised the issue of the concerns expressed by two residents of Millburn Drive through a letter read into the minutes of the April 27 Town Board meeting.  He stated that the concerns raised by these residents were legitimate, adding that his crew picked up the debris and swept the road, noting that it was not sand and salt from snow removal that needed to be swept off the street, but rather debris from Boland’s Excavating and Topsoil.  Mr. Latting stated that the blacktop repair that needs to be done on Millburn Drive has not yet been completed.  He noted that Boland’s still has equipment stored in and on the bridge area.  Supervisor Preston instructed Code Officer Robert Jones to write a letter to Boland’s Excavating and Topsoil tomorrow (May 12) instructing the excavating company to remove its equipment from the Town roads.
REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued 14 building permits in April.  He noted that two of the three applications for new businesses brought before the Planning Board were approved, adding that he hopes the third applicant will be approved when his case is presented again to the Planning Board at the May 17 meeting.  Mr. Jones reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals approved a business variance for another new business.  He noted that the new Chinese restaurant, located in the former site of Tonarlo’s Pizza and Restaurant, is now open for business.  Mr. Jones reported that the unlicensed cars were removed from the property on Melody Lane by the property owner, as requested by the Town.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that she has been working with Town Attorney Cheryl Insinga on updating Town of Conklin laws regarding dog control and licensing, adding that these updates may be ready for the May 25 Town Board meeting.  Ms. Weidman noted that the annual Rabies Clinic will be held on May 14, 2010, from 6 to 7 P.M. at Conklin Fire Station #1, 1034 Conklin Road.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that requirements from the 2009 inspection, including the fluoride bypass and the capping of Well 2, have been completed.  He noted that water meters have been read for the quarterly reading, and the Water Report was approved by the Broome County Health Department.  Mr. Delamarter reported that all is well with the sewer system.
Mr. Delamarter stated that the baseball and softball teams enjoyed a good Opening Day on May 1, with Supervisor Preston and Mr. Finch present.
Mr. Delamarter stated that he wants to buy a new mowing deck for the John Deere tractor, noting that the Jacobsen tractor was broken for three days, leaving his department with only one mower to use.  He stated that the cost is $3,550.30 and added that, if he orders the mowing deck tomorrow (May 12), it could be delivered by June 3.

RESO 2010-82:  APPROVE PURCHASE/MOWER DECK 4320/FOR JOHN DEERE TRACTOR/$3,550.30/PARKS DEPARTMENT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the purchase by the Parks Department of Mower Deck 4320 for the John Deere tractor, for a cost of $3,550.30.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2010-83:  APPROVE HIRE/SUMMER LIFEGUARDS/CONKLIN POOL/2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the hiring of the following lifeguards, at the pay rates listed, for the Conklin Pool for the 2010 season:







2008

2009

2010


Alycia Mullins (Manager)


$10.00/Hr.
$10.25/Hr.
$10.25/Hr.

Kelsey Mullins (Assistant Manager)

$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.75/Hr.
$  8.25/Hr.

Ciana O’Dea




$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.75/Hr.
$  7.75/Hr.

James Smith






$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.50/Hr.

Steve Hoskins






$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.50/Hr.

Joshua Rogers






$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.50/Hr.

Jennifer Lyke






$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.50/Hr.

Joshua Stracuzzi





$  7.50/Hr.
$  7.50/Hr.

Olivia Morgan






$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

Brielle O’Dea






$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

Josh Elliott






$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

Katheryn McGuigan





$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

Elizabeth Godbout





$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

James Emmons





$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr.

Andrew Sutton





$  7.25/Hr.
$  7.25/Hr. 

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Supervisor Preston noted that there were no salary increases given except to Kelsey Mullins for her promotion to Assistant Manager.  She asked Mr. Delamarter to post the new hours that the Conklin Pool will be open, from 1:00 to 7:00 P.M. with no night swims this year.  Mr. Delamarter reported that the pool will be inspected on May 28, with plans to open for the summer on Memorial Day, May 31, 2010.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the new pool drain, required by federal law, that was ordered one and one-half years ago, has been on back order all this time and has finally been delivered and must be installed as soon as possible.  He stated that the cost for the drain is $4,200.
Mr. Delamarter reported that all is well with the Landfill.  He thanked the Sheriff’s Department for the assistance in mowing Shawsville Cemetery and the sewer stations.

Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Delamarter if he had investigated the branches hanging in the Susquehanna River, noting that under the “drag and snag” law the Town is obligated to remove whatever branches can be reached from land.  He stated that he had researched the situation and the branches in question are on the Town of Kirkwood side of the river.

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)
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OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-84:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILL LIST/$35,691.85

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the Bill List for the total amount of $35,691.85:




General



$24,159.44




Highway



    3,453.79




Water District



    3,355.27




Water District 6


    4,723.35



Total




$35,691.85
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

OUTSIDE WATER SPIGOT/COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Bullock commented that he has seen someone taking buckets of water from the outside water spigot at the Community Center and expressed concern that the spigot might be left turned on.  Supervisor Preston stated that the owner of the Community Sportsplex has an agreement with the Town in which he uses water from the Community Center and pays for the water.

SPECIAL MEETING VS. REGULAR MEETING
Mr. Minoia stated that he noticed in the legal ad in the Country Courier that the June 3 Town Board meeting was referred to as a “Regular” Town Board meeting when in fact it is a “Special” Town Board meeting, to be held for the purpose of opening the bids and conducting the SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review) for the “Safe Routes to School” project near the Richard T. Stank Middle School.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he plans to be present to open the bids with Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs, as Supervisor Preston has a commitment in New York City that day.

PARKING LOT AT COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Francisco asked when the parking lot at the Community Center will be patched, as was promised by the owners of the Sportsplex.  Mr. Finch stated that he will talk to the owner.

2010 CONKLIN ROAD
Mr. Finch asked for an update on the situation with the “junk yard” on the property located at 2010 Conklin Road and Mr. Jones replied that there has been no improvement.  Mr. Jones noted that he has been working with Attorney Angel Aton on this case.  Mr. Minoia asked about the Town’s legal jurisdiction, noting that he believes three-fourths of the vehicles in question are illegally parked within the Town’s right-of-way.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town should pursue this in Court.
FENCE BETWEEN HOBART STONE & JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos for an update on the status of the fence to be constructed between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the meeting that is supposed to occur between Dr. Hobart, his attorney, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Delamarter, and Attorney Angel Aton has not happened yet.
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BOLAND’S EXCAVATING & TOPSOIL/MILLBURN DRIVE

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos if he had sent a letter to Boland’s Excavating and Topsoil regarding the vehicles and other issues on Millburn Drive and Mr. Gorgos replied that Mr. Jones had sent a letter and copied it to Mr. Gorgos’ office.  Mr. Jones stated that the letter informed the owners of Boland’s that they have 30 days in which to make the necessary changes.
Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos if any progress had been made with obtaining clear title to the piece of property that would allow Boland’s to create an alternate roadway to Route 7.  Mr. Gorgos replied that there are problems with the title.  He added that Boland’s may be in violation of its DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) permit.  Mr. Finch stated that Boland’s should be forced to bond for damage to the Town roadways if the problem is not fixed within the allotted 30 days.
WATER DISTRICT 6 EXTENSION
Mr. Finch stated that the residents of Pride Manor Mobile Home Park are interested in being included in the proposed extension of Water District 6.  Supervisor Preston stated that, if that is the case, these residents need to sign the petition presented from the residents of Stillwater Road at the last Board meeting, as Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter stated that the petition is three names short of the required 51% needed to move forward with the extension.  Mr. Finch asked if Blue Ride Mobile Home Park, which has the same owner as Pride Manor Mobile Home Park, could be included, with water pumped over the hill to Blue Ridge, located on Montrose Drive.  Mr. Delamarter stated that it would be very expensive to pump the water to Blue Ridge Mobile Home Park.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the residents of Blue Ridge Mobile Home Park would be required to pay the extra cost to have the water pumped to their area, because the cost cannot legally be spread over the entire water district.  He confirmed that the mobile home parks act as one customer, with billing to individual residences handled internally.
CHANGES TO DOG LICENSING

Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs thanked the Board for allowing her to attend the New York State Town Clerks Association Conference in April and shared some information she learned at the Conference.  Representatives from New York State informed those present at the Conference that all of the responsibilities for dog licensing, including purchasing dog tags, sending out reminder notices, and maintaining a data base, will be given to individual municipalities, beginning January 1, 2011.  This was done as a cost-cutting measure for the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, which is also responsible for oversight of food inspections and inspections of animals and plants moving into and out of the State.  The municipalities will be able to keep all of the money that is collected from dog licensing, where currently the majority of the money that is collected is re-distributed to the State and the County.  Town Clerk Jacobs stated that with the ability to keep the monies collected, the Town should still be in good shape financially with this change, even with the increased costs associated with it.
REQUIRED RETIREMENT REPORTING/ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Ms. Jacobs also attended a class offered by the New York State Office of the State Comptroller explaining the requirements of the required retirement reporting for elected and appointed officials.  She stated that, according to the information received, the Town of Conklin is doing exactly what it needs to be to meet these requirements, and congratulated Supervisor Preston and the Town Board for being proactive with this requirement, noting that many municipalities have not yet even begun the process.

MOODY’S RATING

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town of Conklin’s Moody Rating improved from a BAA2 to an A2.
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12 WOODCREST WAY

Supervisor Preston stated that the abandoned building located at 12 Woodcrest Way must be demolished, as it is a safety hazard and “an eyesore” in the residential area where it is located.  Mr. Gorgos must contact the mortgage holder to work out the details.  Mr. Jones reported that he has boarded this building up in an effort to make the building less accessible and therefore less of a safety hazard.
16 WOODCREST WAY
Supervisor Preston stated that the building located at 16 Woodcrest Way, which the Town purchased for $70,000, must be demolished or auctioned.

RESO 2010-85:  CANCEL REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETINGS/JULY 27 & AUGUST 24, 2010

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin cancels the Regular Town Board Meetings scheduled for July 27 and August 24, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The Town Board will meet only once in July and August.

REQUIRED RETIREMENT REPORTING RESOLUTION
Supervisor Preston stated that she is waiting for time logs from some of the elected/appointed officials to be submitted before she is able to calculate the final numbers and have the resolution adopting these numbers crafted.  The Town Board must approve the final numbers (of days per month worked) that will be submitted to the Office of the State Comptroller.  Once the resolution has been approved, it must be posted to the Town’s website and sent to the Office of the State Comptroller.  It was noted that Mr. Bullock is exempt from this requirement, so the question was raised as to whether or not the Town contributes to his retirement.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town does not contribute to Mr. Bullock’s retirement fund.
RESO 2010-86:  AUTHORIZE HIRING/KEATON ROOD & STEVE RATHBUN/PART-TIME SEASONAL/PARKS DEPARTMENT/SAME PAY RATE AS 2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the hiring of Keaton Rood and Steve Rathbun as part-time seasonal workers in the Parks Department, at the same pay rate as in 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.   (Mr. Francisco out of the room at time of vote.)
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs, Town Clerk
