REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MARCH 23, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on March 23, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman



Zoning Board of Appeals
Norman Pritchard




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








John Colley








Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Jim Clapper








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage








Joseph Farrell

MINUTES:  MARCH 9, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Finch moved to approve the March 9, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.  

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:
None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORTS:

None.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW FLOOD MAPS

Supervisor Preston reported that a meeting was held on March 16, 2010, at the Community Center, hosted by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency), to acquaint local officials with the newly released flood maps of the area.  She added that this meeting was attended by representatives from the Towns of Kirkwood and Dickinson, as well as from the Town of Conklin.

Supervisor Preston stated that a meeting will be held in April at the Community Center at which the public will be welcome to look at the new flood maps.  She added that FEMA representatives will be present to discuss individual situations with property owners.  Supervisor Preston stated that there is an appeals process in place, should a property owner feel that there property is 
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incorrectly classified as being in the flood plain or flood way, but she added that her advice is that the property owners purchase the required flood insurance now, at a lower rate, before the new flood maps become effective, so that they are “grandfathered in” at the lower rate.  She stated that the appeals process includes having the property surveyed and an elevation study done, then appeal of the classification, if warranted.

UPDATE/STORM DAMAGE CLAIM SENT TO SEMO

Supervisor Preston reported that the preliminary documents received from SEMO (State Emergency Management Organization) regarding the storm damage claim sent in for the flash flooding in January “look good” with regard to the Town receiving some compensation from SEMO for the damages.  She stated that classes are being offered to help officials learn how to write grant applications to SEMO and FEMA but added that these classes are similar to the ones she has already taken when applying for compensation for the Town after the 2005 and 2006 floods.
UPDATE/COMMUNITY RATING FOR FLOOD INSURANCE

Supervisor Preston stated that the process has been started to achieve a better Community Rating for the Town of Conklin, which will in turn lower the cost of flood insurance.  She added that she has two more reports to prepare and Code Officer Robert Jones also has one or two more reports to compile.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-59:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP/1ST QUARTER 2010/DISABILITY INSURANCE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #750, account codes A9055.8, DA9055.8, and SW9055.8, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group for payment of 1st Quarter 2010 Disability Insurance.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-60:  RATIFY WIRE PAYMENT/POSTAGE ON CALL/POSTAGE METER REIMBURSEMENT

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies a wire payment, account codes A1670.4, A1355.4, and SW8310.4, in the amount of $1,000.00 to Postage on Call for postage meter reimbursement.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-61:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BURR TRUCK & TRAILER SALES, INC./PAYMENT/2010 VOLVO TRUCK/PURCHASE ORDER #311

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #743, account code HF5130.2, in the amount of $159,867.39 to Burr Truck & Trailer Sales, Inc., for payment for the 2010 Volvo truck, Purchase Order #311, for the Highway Department. 

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-62:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILL LIST/$55,134.38

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the Bill List with a total amount of $55,134.38:




General



$27,334.42




Highway



  23,641.81




Light Districts



    1,762.64




Sewer District



       260.03




Water District



    2,135.48



Total




$55,134.38

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

TIME FRAME/ASSESSMENTS/REMAINING FLOOD HOUSES

Mr. Minoia asked if there is a time frame for final assessments on the flood houses that remain in the Town of Conklin.  Supervisor Preston stated that Town Assessor John McDonald looks at each of the remaining flood houses each year, adding that this is the final year that the houses that are being rebuilt can be assessed for less than full assessment.  She added that Code Officer Jones has a list of the flood houses that are vacant and have been abandoned, adding that the Town will need to move forward with addressing each of these situations, noting that the first and least expensive option for the Town is to work with the property owners.  Supervisor Preston stated that these abandoned houses are currently assessed at 50% of their original assessment.
Mr. Finch asked about the status of the house located at 5 Shaw Road, which is scheduled for demolition, and Supervisor Preston stated that the Town is waiting for Gorick Construction Company, who will do the demolition, and Link Environmental, who must first do the asbestos evaluation and abatement, but noted that the building must be demolished within 60 days.

DRAINAGE ISSUE/WOODSIDE AVENUE

Mr. Francisco asked about the status of the drainage issue on Woodside Avenue and Supervisor Preston stated that Town Engineer Dan Griffiths has looked at the site and has some possible solutions in mind.  She added that Mr. Griffiths will be at the April 13 Town Board meeting to provide an update on this situation.  Mr. Finch asked if FEMA will help pay for mitigation of this drainage problem and Supervisor Preston replied that FEMA will not help pay for this.  “Who will pay then?” asked Mr. Finch.  Supervisor Preston stated that this is one of the points to be discussed, adding that Mr. Griffiths needs to submit a written report with his recommendations for solution of the problem.
UPDATE/HOBART STONE & JULIUS ROGERS PARK BARRIER

Mr. Finch asked Attorney Angel Aton if she had an update on the status of the Hobart Stone/Julius Rogers Park Barrier Project.  Attorney Aton replied that her law firm is working on this issue and she will bring an update to the April 13 Town Board meeting.
ONGOING HIGHWAY ISSUES/STENSON ROAD DRAINAGE & STEWART ROAD WATER TOWER ACCESS ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Griffiths has looked at the site of the drainage issue on Stenson Road, adding that the Town needs an update on this situation and needs to know what the proposed solution will be and what steps need to be taken next.
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Supervisor Preston stated that the Town needs the “right answers” to the question of who owns, and is responsible for maintaining, the access road to the water tower on Stewart Road.  Ms. Aton replied that Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting and Attorney Mark Gorgos have been “trying to contact each other, playing phone tag.”

NEW MUNICIPAL ETHICS LAW & NEW HARASSMENT POLICY

Supervisor Preston stated that, in compliance with requirements from the New York State Comptroller’s Office, the Town will introduce a new municipal ethics law and a new harassment policy, both at the April 27 Town Board meeting.  She added that she believes the Auditor will also be present at the April 27 Town Board meeting to present her report on the Town’s annual audit.

SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA/UPDATE/ROAD DAMAGE LEGISLATION

Broome County Legislator Suzanne Gorman Messina reported that the proposed legislation before the Broome County Legislature regarding potential road damage from heavy vehicles has been pulled from the agenda pending further research.  Mr. Finch commented that New York State has three scale cars with which to weigh vehicles, adding that “there is no need for Broome County to add personnel to handle this.”

RESO 2010-63:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Finch moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 7:25 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 7:25 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2010-64:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Finch moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:56 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Francisco moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 7:56 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
