REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MARCH 9, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on March 9, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Greg Pemberton




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Dolly Stout








John Colley








James Clapper








Joe Bartosik








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage

MINUTES:  FEBRUARY 23, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Francisco moved to approve the February 23, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:


Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Code Officer, and from the Dog Control Officer.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting thanked the Town of Conklin residents for their cooperation in keeping their vehicles off the Town roads during the heavy snowstorm of February 25-26, so that the roads could be kept clear of snow.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Highway Department did “a great job” handling the heavy snowstorm.
Mr. Latting reported that he and Town Engineer Dan Griffiths looked at Mr. Steven Airwyke’s property on Woodside Avenue to consider options to correct the runoff problem that keeps damaging Mr. Airwyke’s property.  Mr. Latting added that Mr. Griffiths would like to revisit the site after the snow melts to further appraise the situation.
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Supervisor Preston stated that she received a response from SEMO (State Emergency Management Organization) indicating that the Town’s letter of intent regarding recent emergency culvert repair appears to be eligible for funding for pipes and labor but not for the cost of cleaning streams and ditches.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that his department recently read water meters for the quarterly billing and the process “went well.”  He stated that a recent inspection of the sewer system by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) also went well.  Supervisor Preston added that this is a new inspection that the EPA is requiring.  Mr. Delamarter expressed his thanks to the Broome County Sheriff’s Department for assistance provided in shoveling out the fire hydrants after the heavy snowfall last month.  He noted that there was a burial at Shawsville Cemetery for the Lawrence family.
Mr. Delamarter stated that all of the new auto-reads have been installed except those houses at which Water Department personnel must be admitted inside the building to install the equipment.  This allows the Water Department to read the water meters as they drive by instead of walking to each building, which Supervisor Preston commented will “save a considerable amount of time.”

RESO 2010-50:  AUTHORIZE T. DELAMARTER/ATTEND ANNUAL RURAL WATER CONFERENCE/MAY 24-27, 2010/TURNING STONE/INCLUDING ALL NECESSARY EXPENSES
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Tom Delamarter, Water and Sewer Superintendent, to attend the Annual Rural Water Conference on May 24-27, 2010, at Turning Stone Resort, including all necessary expenses.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch asked if reflective safety stripes could be put on the back of the big water truck to make it easier to see when it is parked on the side of the road, and Mr. Delamarter stated that he would see that this was done.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that three separate businesses are interested in the former Dodge Markham Complex – a small manufacturing business with 10 to 12 employees, a welding shop for industrial truck body manufacturing, and a warehouse and storage operation – and they will be presenting their applications at the Planning Board meeting on March 15.  He stated that the Conklin Presbyterian Church, DeCosse Gardening Center, and Metalico Recycle Business all presented their cases to the Zoning Board of Appeals at the March 2 meeting.  Mr. Jones stated that Impress USA is ahead of schedule with its construction in the Corporate Park and will be installing manufacturing equipment in the near future.
Supervisor Preston stated that the paint has been purchased for the hallways and foyer of the Town Hall and Mr. Jones and Mr. Delamarter’s department will be painting these areas soon.

Mr. Bullock asked if the property belonging to Dick Laing on Powers Road can be cleaned up and Mr. Jones stated that he will make sure this gets done.  Mr. Francisco asked about the property at 12 Melody Lane with the unregistered cars parked on a Commercially-zoned property, recalling that the Town Attorney was researching whether or not a resident is allowed to have two unregistered vehicles on a Commercially-zoned property as is allowed on a Residentially-zoned parcel.  Mr. Jones stated that he believes the Town can force the property 
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owner to move the unregistered cars and to perhaps clean up the graffiti on the building on that parcel.  It was noted that the house on Melody Lane that had been overrun with feral cats in the past has been cleaned and rebuilt.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Conklin Volunteer Fire Chief Greg Pemberton reported that the department responded to 11 calls in February.  He stated that the department conducted a live burn training at 870 Conklin Road on March 7, 2010.  Chief Pemberton stated that he will be out of the country March 24-31, 2010, and Mr. Stan Albrechta, First Assistant Chief, will be in charge of the department.  Chief Pemberton stated that the department will hold an open house from noon until 3:00 P.M. on April 24, 2010, for Volunteer Firefighter Recruitment Day, and provided posters to be put up at the Town Hall advertising the open house.
OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-51:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/LIFEGUARDS/2010 SEASON
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier for lifeguards for the Conklin Pool for the 2010 season.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-52:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/RENTAL OF PARK PAVILIONS & RENTAL FEE SCHEDULE/2010 SEASON
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier of the availability of rental of Park Pavilions and the rental fee schedule for the 2010 season.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-53:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/JANUARY 6 – FEBRUARY 28, 2010
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #589, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $87.00 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period January 6 through February 28, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2010-54:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILL LIST/$49,666.25

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims for the Bill List in the total amount of $49,666.25:





General


$27,600.77





Highway


  11,688.12





Light Districts


    2,427.03





Sewer District


    3,778.63





Water District


    4,171.70




Total



$49,666.25

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-55:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/SHUMAKER CONSULTING, LANDSCAPING & ENGINEERING/LANDFILL MONITORING & ANNUAL REPORT/NOT TO EXCEED $4,000
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Shumaker Consulting, Landscaping, and Engineering to oversee the Town Landfill monitoring and annual reporting, for a cost not to exceed $4,000.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-56:  AUTHORIZE S. JACOBS/ATTEND NYSTCA CONFERENCE/SARATOGA SPRINGS/APRIL 25-27, 2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs to attend the New York State Town Clerks Association (NYSTCA) Annual Conference to be held in Saratoga Springs, New York, April 25-27, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

FEBRUARY CALENDARS & TIME CARDS/REQUIRED REPORTING/ELECTED & APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Supervisor Preston stated that she has received the February calendars and/or time cards for the required reporting for retirement purposes for elected and appointed officials from the following 
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personnel:  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting, Town Board member Chuck Francisco, Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres, and herself.

UPDATE/BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATURE/SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA

Broome County Legislator Suzanne Gorman Messina stated that there are two “hot topics” being addressed by the Legislature currently.  The first, she stated, is the regulation of taxi cabs in Broome County.  Ms. Messina stated that it is proposed that Broome County take over regulation of taxi cabs so that the regulations are standard in all municipalities in the County.  She added that the fees would pay the salary of a part-time staff person to oversee this operation.
Ms. Messina stated that the second issue facing the Legislature is the regulation process for issuing permits for heavy vehicles due to possible damage to roadways.  She stated that this legislation is “on hold,” with a Public Hearing to be held at 4:00 P.M. on March 11, then discussion and possible vote by the full Legislature.  She state that it would be at each municipality’s discretion whether or not to adopt whatever legislation is adopted by the County regarding heavy vehicle permits.  Ms. Messina stated that she thought each municipality would be better served to establish its own permitting regulations.  Supervisor Preston stated that each vehicle would cost $10, based on its weight and number of axles, and added that the legislation would not discriminate against any one industry.  Ms. Messina noted that the municipal roads have a different foundation than County roads.  She stated that the owners of heavy vehicles will be required to bond against damage to the roadways, adding that she also questioned whether there should be noise restrictions against running heavy vehicles at night.
Mr. Minoia stated that the ICC (Interstate Commerce Commission) already has regulations in place, which he stated allow heavy vehicles, as long as they stay within the legal weight limit of 80,000 pounds, to travel on any road they choose, unless the road is posted as “restricted” to heavy truck traffic.  He added that “the laws are already set” and stated that no new laws are needed to address this concern.  Ms. Messina agreed that municipalities would be required to post weight restrictions on their roadways.  Mr. Finch agreed with Mr. Minoia, stating that “the DOT” (New York State Department of Transportation) “regulations are already in place.”  Ms. Messina stated that her “no” vote on this issue in committee forced a separate discussion on the floor of the Legislature and a vote by the full Legislature rather than a subcommittee.

RESO 2010-57:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Finch moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 7:41 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 7:41 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2010-58:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:01 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Francisco moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk

