REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 23, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on February 23, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members 
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Angel Aton



Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina








George Frailey








John Colley








Laurie Francisco








Jim Clapper








Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  FEBRUARY 9, 2010
Mr. Finch moved to approve the February 9, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of the report from the Supervisor’s office.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
RETIREMENT REPORTING

Mr. George Frailey asked if the reports from the mandatory retirement reporting for elected and appointed officials will be posted online and Supervisor Preston explained that at the end of the three-month reporting period, the number of hours worked will be tallied, a resolution passed by the Town Board, then the resolution will be posted online.
BURNED OUT AND ABANDONED HOUSES
Mr. George Frailey asked what is being done about the burned out and/or abandoned houses, citing examples at 5 Shaw Road and on Clearview Avenue and on Stillwater Road, which he states are safety hazards.  Supervisor Preston stated that the house located at 5 Shaw Road will be addressed later in tonight’s meeting.  She explained that the other burned and/or abandoned houses will be addressed as the Town is able financially to do so, noting that it can be an expensive process for the Town to condemn and demolish a house, with the Town paying the cost up front and being reimbursed in the following year’s taxes.  Code Officer Robert Jones stated that both burned out houses have snow fence surrounding them to keep people from trespassing.  Mr. Frailey asked about the other abandoned houses and Mr. Jones replied that those houses do not have snow fencing around them.
Mr. Frailey asked about the situation at Hobart Stone, which abuts Julius Rogers Park, adding that the stone creates a dangerous situation.  Supervisor Preston explained that this is a legal 
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issue and has been turned over to the Town’s attorneys.  Attorney Angel Aton added that this issue is “in progress.”
OLD BUSINESS:
5 SHAW ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that the Public Hearings have been held regarding the structure located at 5 Shaw Road and Gorick Construction has been contacted regarding demolition of this structure, adding that it is time for the Town to move forward.  Attorney Aton stated that the Town will have the structure demolished within 60 days.  Supervisor Preston stated that the asbestos abatement was not done and will have to be part of the demolition process.  Registered letters have been sent to the property owners informing them of the Town’s intent.  Mr. Finch asked if the Town could work with the property owners’ insurance company to seek reimbursement for the cost of the demolition.  Supervisor Preston replied that the Town cannot work with the property owners’ insurance company, but must bill the cost of the demolition to the property owners through their 2011 taxes.
2010 CONKLIN ROAD
Attorney Aton stated that letters have been sent to the property owner of 2010 Conklin Road advising the owner that the junkyard located on the property needs to be cleaned up or scaled back.  She stated that she is researching this situation because the requirements of the local Town Code are not the same as New York State Code.  She stated that this is also an issue of conforming vs. non-conforming use because the junkyard is “grandfathered in,” and it becomes a question of at what point expansion of the junkyard is occurring.  Ms. Aton stated that former Fire Chief George Frailey sent a letter in 2009 to the property owner citing the safety issues caused by the junk vehicles, and asked Mr. Frailey if she could continue the dialogue with him regarding the pre-existing safety issues he had cited.  Mr. Frailey replied, “I’d rather you go through my Chief” (current Fire Chief Greg Pemberton).
RETIREMENT CALENDARS
Supervisor Preston distributed retirement recording calendars for March and April to the Town Board and the Town Clerk to record their work logs for the mandatory reporting.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-44:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/BROOME YMCA/SUMMER SWIM PROGRAM

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with the Broome YMCA to provide three two-week sessions of swim lessons during the summer of 2010 at the Conklin Pool.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-45:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/TIRE COLLECTION/APRIL 5 – JUNE 4, 2010
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier the tire drop-off opportunity available at the Conklin Highway Garage from April 5 through June 4, 2010, Monday through Friday, 7:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. only.
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Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-46:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/WHITE GOODS AND BRUSH PICKUP/APRIL 26 - MAY 7, 2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier the white goods and brush pickup scheduled for April 26 through May 7, 2010, business days only.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-47:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEPOSITORY TRUST & CLEARING COMPANY/AUDIT FEE REQUEST FOR BONDS BALANCES

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #588, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $102.00 to Depository Trust & Clearing Company for the audit fee request for bonds balances.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch- Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-48:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/2010 1ST QUARTER WATER & SEWER BILLING POSTAGE

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #631, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $252.00 to the U.S. Postal Service for 2010 1st Quarter Water and Sewer billing postage.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston commented that the new Water and Sewer billing software works very well, supplying multiple reports and noting variances in usage.

RESO 2010-49:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/2010 BILL LIST/TOTAL $135,329.82
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the 2010 Bill List for the total amount of $135,329.82:




General



$ 26,626.66




Highway



   49,440.98




Fire District



   12,290.00




Light Districts



        600.84




Sewer District



   44,387.29
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Water District



     1,984.05



Total




$135,329.82

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Francisco moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
