REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 26, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on January 26, 2010, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Town Justice 


J. Marshall Ayres




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston




Zoning Board of Appeals
William Northwood

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Jim Clapper








Dolly Stout








Joe Bartosik








Ruth Joyner









Tom Kelly








Dusty Root








Laurie Francisco








John Colley

MINUTES:  JANUARY 12, 2010 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to approve the January 12, 2010 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

REPORTS: 

None.

2010 STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS

Supervisor Preston presented her 2010 State of the Town Address, beginning with two quotes from Abraham Lincoln which captured the tone of her speech:  “I believe if you, the people, are given the facts, we as a community can meet any crisis” and “I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that events have controlled me.”  She went on to explain that the Town’s response to the four natural disasters which the Town endured in 2004, 2005, and 2006, was within the control of the Town government.   However, she explained, the crash of the Stock Market, the impact on the New York State Retirement System, which required an increase of over 40% in the Town’s contribution to this system, the downfall of the banking system, the increase in foreclosures, the downfall of the auto industry, and decreases in local funding by state and federal government were all events over which the municipal government had no control.
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Supervisor Preston stated that the municipalities are now the ones “left to pick up the pieces,” and who will have to “do more with much less and still provide services” for the people they serve.  She stated that the Town of Conklin is determined to keep providing needed services to its residents and thanked the Town employees for their “hard work and dedication” which makes this possible.

Water and Sewer – Supervisor Preston stated that “this department has continued to work hard to make sure that our residents continue to have a safe and healthy water and sewer system.”  She stated that a grant had been secured to upgrade the Town’s meter system, with the department continuing to add adapters to existing meters, which she stated should be completed within the next few months.  Supervisor Preston stated that this will result in less time needed to read meters and a more accurate reading of the meters.  She added that, in addition to the new meter adaptations, a new computer software system for both water and sewer was installed, thus creating “a more efficient total operating system.”  Additionally, stated Supervisor Preston, all new sewer hatches were installed.

Supervisor Preston stated that, since there were no major increases charged by the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board, there will be no increase in sewer charges for the Town of Conklin residents.  She stated that the department had experienced a number of water main breaks in 2009 and thanked the Highway Department for their help in digging the pipe to make it accessible for repairs.  Supervisor Preston explained that the basic fees charged for water and sewer usage have provided a fund to utilize in emergencies such as these, and made it possible to keep the water and sewer rates the same in 2010 as they were in 2009.  She added that keeping the usage rates the same while facing an increase in the costs of utilities and fuel was a feat of which the Town could be proud.
Landfill – Supervisor Preston reported that all of the repairs mandated by the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) and the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) have been completed at the Town Landfill and plans for future maintenance have been submitted and accepted by these two agencies.  The Town will now be required to have the Landfill tested only every fifth quarter instead of every quarter as had been previously required, which will save the Town “thousands of dollars.”  Supervisor Preston added that the results of this testing will be evaluated by an engineer so that the Town will be aware of any problems that develop and be able to address them immediately.  She thanked Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter, who also has oversight of the Landfill, for “his hard work and dedication” in working with the DEC and the EPA to correct all of the problems with the Landfill and to have a “state of the art SCADA system” installed to be able to be notified immediately of any problems with pumps or wells, and to track flow and tank levels.
Parks – Supervisor Preston stated that the abundant rainfall in 2009 had kept the Parks Department very busy mowing the Town’s three parks, the Community Center, the Town Hall, the Highway Garage, and the properties obtained through the 2005 and 2006 Flood Buyout Programs, which must be maintained to standards set by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency).  She added that she had hoped to lease out some of the Buyout properties to save on Town resources but that is not planned for 2010, so the Parks Department will be responsible for mowing over 60 Buyout properties.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Parks Department will be setting up a schedule for mowing but added that the properties cannot be mowed every week, adding that, if the Town receives a substantial amount of rainfall, patience will be needed because it is a huge task to keep up with all this mowing.  She explained that the Town was informed by FEMA that only the properties that are in residential areas or along parts of Route 7 must be mowed and maintained, meaning that out of the over 100 properties obtained through the Buyouts, over 60 must be mowed and maintained.  Supervisor Preston stated that this extra mowing is in addition to the Parks Department’s regular duties, which include maintenance of the ball fields, cleaning the pavilions, emptying garbage, trimming, and maintenance and operation of the Town Pool.
Supervisor Preston announced that there will be new rates at the Conklin Pool for the 2010 season, and added that, due to low attendance, the adult night swim that had been available on Tuesday and Thursday evenings will be cancelled for 2010.  She reported that four new lights 
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were installed at Schnurbusch Park, paid for by a grant, to provide more light for Concerts in the Park.  Supervisor Preston stated that a fenced-in dog park will be constructed in Schnurbusch Park in 2010, with the fencing and other material needed for this project being donated and the project started by an outside group with experience in building and operating dog parks.  She added that she hopes this will help the problem of people who disobey the leash law and allow their dogs to run loose in the park.  Supervisor Preston stated that prior to researching or visiting a dog park she had believed that putting strange dogs together would create fighting but her research has shown her that the opposite is true.  She added that there will be rules and regulations in place for those wishing to utilize the dog park.
Supervisor Preston pointed out that it is the same employees who work in the Water and Sewer Department who also work in the Parks Department and the work involved with the two departments is “a full plate and more.”  She thanked the employees of these departments and Tom Delamarter, who supervises both departments, for “their hard work and dedication to the people of the Town of Conklin.”

Community Center – Supervisor Preston commented that the Community Center “has come a long ways” since opening just over a year ago.  She stated that the Town was able to convert to natural gas for heating the facility, through money obtained from a grant, which will save the Town money.  Supervisor Preston noted that, through a donation from the Gorgos family and money from a grant, the Town now enjoys a nine-hole disc golf course surrounding the Community Center.  She added that there are only a couple of thousand such courses throughout the country, and added that this new addition has brought “many newcomers to our Town.”  Supervisor Preston added that this sport is growing rapidly in popularity and noted that the Town of Conklin is listed on the National Disc Golf Directory.  She added that the Town will be hosting a Disc Golf Tournament in April, with the proceeds being donated to CHOW (Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse).  Supervisor Preston thanked the Gorgos family for “all of their help in getting this course up and running, and especially to Mark and Cindy Gorgos, who continue to work on making this course something to be proud of.”
Supervisor Preston stated that the Community Center is “paying its way,” with increased rentals, including businesses that rent the facility for their quarterly meetings.  She added that the Community Center is also utilized for Red Cross blood drives, Meals on Wheels, the 2010 Census Partnership, and will soon be home to an exercise program for senior citizens sponsored by Broome County.  In addition, the Community Center is utilized by the Town Fair Committee, which holds monthly dinners to raise money for the Town Fair, and serves as the meeting place for the Conklin Senior Citizens Club and many other non-profit organizations which benefit the community.
Supervisor Preston stated that the old go-kart race track behind the Community Center has been cleaned and all of the debris removed by the Parks Department with assistance from the Corrections Division of the Broome County Sheriff’s Department.  She thanked the Parks Department employees and Broome County Sheriff David Harder and his Corrections Department.  Supervisor Preston stated that, as funds become available, work on this project will continue to make it a usable walking track for all.

Highway – Supervisor Preston stated that the only way to describe the Town of Conklin Highway Department is “what a team.”  She added that the Highway Department continues to hold to its high standard of service to the residents of Conklin.  Supervisor Preston stated that 2009 was another demanding year for the Highway Department, as the crew finished projects from the floods of the preceding years and dealt with the inspection by the DOT (New York State Department of Transportation) of the dual culvert on Banta Road which resulted in the culvert being “red-flagged,” which meant it had to be either repaired immediately or closed down.  She stated that Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting met with the Town Engineers and with her and, upon receipt of approval from the DOT, had the repairs quickly completed.  Supervisor Preston explained that these repairs are not permanent, but were approved by New York State, and will give the Town “breathing room” as it looks for the over $1 million it will cost to replace the culvert in the next couple of years.
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Supervisor Preston stated that December 2009 made it seem that the Highway Department might get a break with the weather, with the department coming in below budget for snow removal at the end of the month.  With the new year came a change in the weather and the Highway Department “hasn’t had a break” since.  She stated that maintaining the roads for the constant small snow storms is actually worse than for major snow storms.  She stated that the Highway Department’s help was invaluable during the flash flooding of January 25, 2010, and the snow the following morning.  Supervisor Preston stated that in spite of the constant demands caused by the winter weather, the Highway Department has provided safe roads for the everyday commute, school bus travel, and emergency vehicles.  As with all departments, stated Supervisor Preston, 2010 will be a tough year in which they will have to “do more with less,” but she added that she “knows through working efficiently, safely, and as a team, they will continue to put their best foot forward.”  She noted that Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting has practice in “doing more with less,” since he has two less men in his department than when he became Superintendent, yet the crew manages to get all of its work done.  Supervisor Preston thanked Mr. Latting and his crew, adding, “I know that this department will always put the concerns, safety, and needs of the residents first, and they will continue to maintain fiscally responsible so that this department will continue to be a successful part of our community.”

Code – Supervisor Preston stated that 2009 was a busy year for the Code Office, even though construction was less than in past years.  She noted that Impress USA held its ground-breaking ceremony at the site of its new facility in the Corporate Park last fall, welcoming Impress USA as “our corporate neighbor,” and adding that the new facility will create new jobs and will be “a welcome asset to the Town of Conklin.”
Supervisor Preston stated that a new computer software program will be installed in the Code Office in 2010, which will make keeping track of building permits and Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals information “much more efficient.”  She reminded residents that anyone wishing to open a business or build a new home or an addition must come to the Code Office to determine what is required before they can proceed.  Supervisor Preston stated that “the laws are not to stop future development or to deter those wanting to make their homes a better place to live, they are for the safety and well being of all residents.”  She stated that Code Officer Robert Jones and his assistant, Marilou Gabello, look forward to “working with every resident in order to make their experience with this office as easy and pleasant as possible,” adding that the Town Board “looks forward to future development in our community.”  Supervisor Preston thanked Mr. Jones and Ms. Gabello for “all of their hard work and dedication to this department, and the diplomacy while still enforcing the law,” which she called “no easy task.”
Supervisor’s Office – Supervisor Preston stated that 2009 was a year of “many changes” in her office.  She stated that one of her major goals for the year was to implement a new accounting software program, since the previous program could not provide the information the Supervisor needed “to be able to run the financial side of the Town in a fiscally responsible way, nor was it in real time.”  She explained that when a deposit is made, or a water or sewer payment is made, a real time program will tell her what the Town’s balances are right at that moment, not a day or more later, as with the old program.  Supervisor Preston stated that after the 2009 Town Audit, she decided to take on more responsibilities, such as posting revenues and reconciling bank statements, to ensure more segregation of duties.  Upon assuming this responsibility, she stated, she discovered that “various spreadsheets had to be kept just to post revenue, thus creating more human error.”  She stated that she was also looking for a program that could be used for the billing in the Water and Sewer Department and which would post revenue for this department more efficiently.  Supervisor Preston stated that she worked with the Auditor and found that the old program could not provide a report on any voided checks nor could it provide “many other reports that I thought to be necessary.”  She stated that, knowing she would be moving back to a part-time position as Supervisor, she still wanted a program that “would provide controls so that I would still be able to keep a close watch and control spending even at part-time.”
Supervisor Preston stated that after several months of research into different available programs, a decision was made and the new program purchased and installed.  Several department heads have tie-ins into the program that allow them to see their budget in real time, which Supervisor 
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Preston stated will make them “more involved in the business end of their department, thus making them more accountable for the day-to-day operations that they are responsible for.”  She 
added that in the past, if a department went over its budget, transfers were made to cover the overage.  Supervisor Preston stated that her goal with the real time access to department budgets is to cut down or eliminate departments going over their budgets, except in cases of emergency.  Supervisor Preston explained that purchase requisitions, required for purchases of more than $500.00, can be processed by both the Highway Superintendent and the Water and Sewer Superintendent through their tie-ins to the accounting program.  This process formerly involved writing a requisition, putting it in the Supervisor’s mailbox, then waiting for a purchase order to be created.  With the new accounting system, purchase orders are not created until the Supervisor has approved the request, or sent it back with an explanation if it is denied.
Supervisor Preston stated that another concern she had was the possibility that a check would be needed while she was not in the building and she would be unable to approve the check, but with the new software system, she stated she can approve the check and print it offsite from her laptop, if necessary.  Supervisor Preston stated that when posting revenues, all balances are available in real time and there is no need for the three or four spreadsheets previously required for posting revenues.  She added that all bank reconciliations are done on line now.  Supervisor Preston thanked her assistant, Lisa Houston, “who had the task of getting this program implemented,” although the Supervisor was also trained in most aspects of the program.  She also thanked Administrative Clerk Josie DeLamarter for “all of her hard work during this time of transition, as this was not easy for anyone.  As we move ahead, I know this is just one way of becoming more and more fiscally responsible.”
Other Departments – Commenting that the Town functions “like a big wheel, and when one of those cogs is missing, the whole wheel will fall apart,” Supervisor Preston thanked the following individuals:  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs, whose office the Supervisor stated is “really on the front line, as it is the first one that a resident stops at with a problem or just to say ‘hello;’”
Supervisor’s staff – Lisa, Josie, and Nancy Banick, who retired at the end of December 2009; Penny Lake, who recently took Nancy’s position as Personnel Clerk and who works part-time as a Justice Clerk; and a welcome to Elizabeth Einstein, who will be working in the Supervisor’s Office taking over some of Josie DeLamarter’s hours.  Supervisor Preston also thanked:  Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman who she stated is “on call 24/7, with dog calls increasing and who has also been working diligently serving tickets so as to keep everyone up to date on their dog license, thus making sure the Town receives the revenue required;” Judge Ayres and Justice Clerks Laurie and Penny, “who have done a tremendous job in cleaning up old cases and bringing that office up to speed in order to serve the residents in a more responsible manner;” the Town Planning and Zoning Boards, “who work hard making sure that new businesses and homes meet all regulations required;” Fran Bealo, “who spends countless hours as our Youth Commissioner making sure that our children are provided with a quality sports program that can help them grown and succeed as they move forward;” the Fire Department, “who are always there putting their lives on the line to protect our residents, and we need always to remember they are volunteers.  To all of you I say ‘thank you’ for all you do for the residents of the Town of Conklin; your hard work and dedication is greatly appreciated by all.”
Supervisor Preston stated that 2009 was “also a sad time, as we lost one of our own,” Bob Barber, the Town Historian, “who dedicated so much time,” adding that his was not a paid position, but was “something that he truly loved.”  She added that Bob “put in so many hours in order that the history of our Town was recorded and retained for future generations to come.  Bob’s shoes will not be easy to fill and we will miss him dearly.”

Supervisor Preston stated that 2009 was a difficult year, citing the loss of $116,000 in sales tax revenue, decreased mortgage tax revenue, and a 40% increase in the Town’s required contribution to the New York State Retirement System.  She explained that the Town’s two biggest sources of revenue are sales tax receipts and property taxes.  Supervisor Preston further explained that the Town had been able to cover the loss of revenue this time, but added that this will not be possible in 2010.  With this economic climate in mind, Supervisor Preston asked the Town Board to approve the following goals for 2010:
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1. “All repairs to our Town vehicles be done in house whenever possible.  I am asking that      every department to work with each other in achieving this goal.

2. “Freeze on purchasing will continue, which means there are no wants only absolute needs.

3. “Look at what is cheaper when ordering – pick up or delivery.

4. “I am asking that Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter come up with a plan to cut the hours of operation at the Pool for this year and I ask that this plan be to me no later than the end of February.

5. “All department heads will need to pay close attention to their individual budgets as there will be no transfer of funds if you run short on any line unless it is an emergency.  This will be enforced and if you run out of money and it was not due to an unforeseen circumstance, you will have to wait until next year.

6. “There will be no unnecessary overtime.  Up until now, department heads approved all time cards for their employees, and I approved the department heads’ time cards and that will continue, except when there is overtime not due to weather conditions, water main breaks, or any other emergency and then I will have to sign off on them.” 

Supervisor Preston stated that “this may sound unfair or harsh, but we are facing very difficult times, much more so than our past disasters, and, as I stated previously, these are not events that we can control, but we can control how we deal with them.”  Supervisor Preston explained that the reason the Town had been able to get through the past year financially was due to some money “set aside for a rainy day,” but she added that 2009 was a “tsunami,” which left no money to cover the loss of revenue.  She added, “I know that by working together, we can overcome what lies ahead and come out stronger for it.  As I have stated, the employees of the Town of Conklin are hard-working and dedicated to the residents of our community and I know we will be able to succeed and achieve the goals that have been set.”
Supervisor Preston stated that she sees “a bright light” for the Town of Conklin, Broome County, and New York State in gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale.  She added that she is aware of the many questions and concerns that have been raised regarding gas drilling, but added, “I would never approve or do anything that would jeopardize the safety and well being of the people of the Town of Conklin, but after attending many meetings regarding this industry, and doing much research, and hearing from both sides, it is my opinion this is a great opportunity for us as a state, county, and town.  I am confident that this drilling will be done safely, and not endanger the environment.”

Supervisor Preston listed the following as goals for 2010:

1. “To continue to find ways to cut health care costs.

2. “New York State has instituted a new law regarding the New York State Retirement System for all appointed and elected officials.  We will work to make sure we are in compliance with this new law by keeping logs and/or timecards and submitting them to New York State.  All elected and appointed who are in the Retirement Systems will be required to do this.  The goal of this new law is to make sure that the numbers being submitted to New York are accurate, and that if not, changes will be made.

3. “Continue to find ways to save money as we are looking at a 5% cut in our State aid in 2010 and also possibly in our ‘CHIPS’ money that helps with road repairs.”

Supervisor Preston closed her address by again thanking the Town employees.  Addressing the Town Board, she stated that she knew that the last few months of 2009 were difficult as the Board worked through the Budget process, but added that she believes that disagreeing from time to time is not always a bad thing, as everyone has their own opinion of what is right and what is wrong.  She added, “I am proud to be a part of this Board, as I know that in the end we are all trying to do what we truly feel is right for the people we represent.  Moving forward in 2010, there will be many more difficult and challenging decisions to make, much more than in 2009, but I am confident that we will come through, as we are all dedicated and determined to continue to make the Town of Conklin a great place to live and raise a family and that the only agenda that we will and should have is the agenda for the people we have been elected to represent and we always will strive to keep an open mind.  God bless our country, our state, our 
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county, and most of all our community as we move forward knowing that no matter what challenges we face, we are a strong community and a community to be proud of.”

(Complete text of Supervisor Preston’s speech is attached to the official minutes in the Town Clerk’s office.)

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 1, 2010

“A LOCAL LAW AMENDING A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL”

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:37 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed Local Law 1, 2010, “A Local Law Amending A Local Law Providing for Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control.”

Town Counsel Mark Gorgos explained that this proposed law is really just a change in wordage regarding stormwater management and erosion control in site plan development of areas larger than one acre.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:38 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES/COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Joseph Bartosik commented that there are no handicapped parking spaces designated at the Community Center, which makes it difficult for some of the Senior Citizens Club members who attend the Club’s meetings and luncheons.  Supervisor Preston stated that she will ask the Parks Department and Highway Department to work together to paint five or six spots to designate as handicapped parking.

(Break 7:40-7:48 P.M.)

UPDATE/NEW YORK STATE RETIREMENT REPORTING

Supervisor Preston stated that, in speaking with Attorney Cheryl Insinga, she learned that elected and appointed officials are required to keep a log even if their retirement is already vested, and the required time period for keeping a log will be three months for everyone, not one month for current officials as previously thought.  She added that if an official has questions regarding whether or not this requirement applies to him or her due to his or her age, he or she should call the New York State Comptroller’s Office directly.  Mr. Gorgos further explained that the New York State guidelines are “not clearly defined,” but the best advice is this:  if you are enrolled in the New York State Retirement System and are not yet receiving payments from that system, keep the three-month log; if you are receiving payments from the Retirement System, and/or you are 70 years of age or older, contact the Office of the New York State Comptroller.  Supervisor Preston stated that refusal to keep the log could result in loss of retirement benefits.  Mr. Gorgos added that the State is being “very aggressive” in demanding that municipalities be in compliance with the regulations.  Supervisor Preston added that New York State will audit the reports submitted by the Town.  She stated that all elected and appointed officials will keep their logs for February, March, and April 2010, then the report will be posted on the Town website, as required, and submitted to the New York State Comptroller.
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NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-23:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP/2009 4TH QUARTER DISABILITY INSURANCE PAYMENT
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #436, account codes 9-A-9055-8-800, 9-DA-9055-8-800, and 9-SW-9055-8-800, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group for the 2009 4th Quarter Disability Insurance payment.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-24:  RATIFY PAYMENT/JENNIFER EMERICK & JOSPEH CARLO/REIMBURSEMENT FOR INCORRECT RE-LEVIED LAWN MOWING CHARGES

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #449, account code 0-A-1972-4-400, in the amount of $150.00 to Jennifer Emerick and Joseph Carlo for reimbursement for incorrect re-levied lawn mowing charges.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-25:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NYS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE/2009 4TH QUARTER UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #522, account code 0-ZNON-0000-A-600, in the amount of $3,072.00 to New York State Unemployment Insurance for 2009 4th Quarter Unemployment Benefits.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-26:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/2010 BILL LIST/TOTAL AMOUNT OF $40,419.29

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the 2010 Bill List in the total amount of $40,419.29:



General




$22,470.57



Highway




  12,185.81



Light Districts




    1,855.61



Sewer District




       265.93



Water District




    3,641.37


Total





$40,419.29

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2010-27:  AUTHORIZE BUDGET MODIFICATIONS/TRANSFER STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/AS OF 12-31-2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the budget modifications transferring the stated amounts to the stated accounts, as of December 31, 2009 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-28:  RATIFY MEDICAL ABSTRACT PAYMENTS FOR 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies the listed medical abstract payments for the year 2009, account codes A9060.802-3, DA9060.802-3, and SW9060.802-3 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-29:  SET UP COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2010

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin sets up the following Committee assignments for the year 2010:




Supervisor – Preston


Serves on all Committees




Town Hall Castle Side

Charles Francisco




Senior Citizen Liaison


Gary Bullock




Insurance



Charles Francisco




Parks & Pool



Jim Finch




Cemeteries



Jerry Minoia




Fire Department Liaison

Charles Francisco




Youth Liaison



Jim Finch




Buildings & Grounds


Gary Bullock 




Planning & Zoning


Jerry Minoia




Highway Liaison


Jim Finch




Drainage Districts


Jerry Minoia

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-30:  ACKNOWLEDGE & ENDORSE GOALS/SET BY TOWN SUPERVISOR/PAGES 21 & 22 OF 2010 STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin acknowledges and endorses the goals set by the Town Supervisor on pages 21 and 22 of her 2010 State of the Town Address.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-31:  ACKNOWLEDGE SEQRA/ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW 1, 2010/NO SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT/NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin acknowledges SEQRA (State Environmental Quality Review Act) in the adoption of Local Law 1, 2010, and has determined that adoption of this proposed local law will result in no significant environmental impact, therefore a negative declaration is issued.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-32:  ADOPT LOCAL LAW 1, 2010/ “A LOCAL LAW AMENDING A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL”

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adopts Local Law 1, 2010, “A Local Law Amending a Local Law Providing for Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control.”

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DRAINAGE ISSUE/STENSON ROAD

Mr. Bullock asked Mr. Latting if the drainage issue on Stenson Road has been resolved and Mr. Latting replied that it has not been resolved.  Mr. Latting stated that a meeting was held with the property owner and the issue is now being handled by Mr. Gorgos.

CINDERBLOCK BUILDING/12 MELODY LANE
Mr. Francisco asked about a cinderblock building located at 12 Melody Lane.  He stated that the building has been painted with graffiti and added that there are two abandoned cars located on the property.  Mr. Francisco asked what the Town’s liability would be if there is gas in the cars and a fire is started, perhaps by some youth.  Supervisor Preston stated that she would forward  this information to Code Officer Robert Jones.  Mr. Jones stated that he has contacted Dr. John Powell, owner of the property and the cars in question, several times and has asked him to remove the cars, noting that the law allows a resident to have two unlicensed vehicles on his or her property.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he is not sure whether that law is applicable if the property is not a residence, which is the case with 12 Melody Lane.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will research this issue.  Mr. Jones stated that Dr. Powell mows the yard at 12 Melody Lane and cleans up the property, but will not allow the graffiti to be painted over.  Mr. Jones stated that this parcel is zoned Commercial.
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TRAILER/STILLWATER ROAD
Mr. Finch asked about the status of the trailer that is supposed to be removed from Stillwater Road.  Mr. Jones stated that he has received “a lot of promises that were not kept” from the owner of the trailer, who has repeatedly promised to remove it.  He added that the trailer has been moved to a new position and sold, but the new owner cannot move it.  The Board noted that it is time for legal action.  Supervisor Preston stated that there is a lot of garbage on the side of the house at this site.  Mr. Jones will send the property owner a letter giving him 30 days in which to clean up the site.  Supervisor Preston stated that one of the neighbors offered to remove the trailer for $400.
CAR DETAILING BUSINESS/SHAW ROAD

Mr. Finch asked how many cars are allowed to be at the car detailing business on Shaw Road at one time, noting that there are a lot of cars there currently.  Mr. Francisco stated that there were 22 cars at that site as of Sunday night (January 24).  Mr. Jones stated that he will check the Planning Board minutes to see what limitations that Board had set on the business operations, and will send the business owners a letter if the number of cars is over the limits that were set for their business.
DRAINAGE/CARLIN CREEK
Supervisor Preston stated that Town Engineer Dan Griffiths has completed the survey of the Carlin Creek watershed on Carlin Road.  She stated that the heavy amount of rain in a short period of time on January 25 had tested the new culvert that had been installed, noting that it directed more runoff water into Schnurbusch Park, resulting in reduced flooding in the Carol Court area.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town still needs to clean Carlin Creek and split the its flow into the Susquehanna River but noted that there is currently no money available for this project.  She stated that the other side of the railroad tracks also needs to be cleaned.
RESO 2010-33:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNELISSUE

Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:20 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:20 P.M. with Supervisor Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.
RESO 2010-34:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Francisco moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:55 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2010-35:  ADOPT HIRING FREEZE/NEW EMPLOYEES IN ALL DEPARTMENTS & OFFICES/TOWN OF CONKLIN
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, in response to increasing concerns over the Town’s finances for 2010 as more fully outlined in the 2010 State of the Town Address, including but not limited to unemployment overruns and to supplement the purchasing freeze adopted by the Town Board for 2010, hereby adopts a hiring freeze on any new employees in all departments and offices in the Town of Conklin until further action by the Town Board.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.

The meeting adjourned at 8:59 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
