REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2010

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on January 12, 2010, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Town Justice


J. Marshall Ayres




Highway Superintendent 
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Zoning Board of Appeals
Norman Pritchard




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

GUESTS:

Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina



Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Greg Pemberton




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








John Colley








Dusty Root








Tim Stank








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage








John E. Pierce

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 15, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Finch moved to approve the December 15, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Supervisor’s Office, the Highway Superintendent, the Code Officer, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.

INTRODUCTION/NEW FIRE CHIEF/CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Supervisor Preston introduced Greg Pemberton, newly-elected Fire Chief of the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department, and congratulated him on his successful election.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that it is “business as usual” with his department, adding that the constant small amounts of snow plus the wind have created headaches for his crew, but they are “doing fine.”  Mr. Finch thanked Mr. 
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Latting and his department for their hard work in keeping the roads clear, adding that the “Town of Conklin has the best roads in the area.”  Mr. Latting added that the Town of Conklin has a small highway crew but they “do a great job.”

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter stated that the $35 monthly reimbursement of his cell phone, which is owned by him personally but used for work as well as personal use, is not enough to cover the monthly charge for his phone, so he is asking the Board to approve an increase to $40 per month reimbursement.  Mr. Latting also recently turned in his Town-issued cell phone and replaced it with his own personal cell phone because he was unable to receive phone calls from Broome Emergency Services due to poor cell phone reception with Nextel at his home.  Mr. Latting is also requesting a monthly reimbursement of $40 per month, as is Supervisor Preston, who has the same arrangement of a personal cell phone used also for work purposes.
RESO 2010-1:  AUTHORIZE MONTHLY CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT/$40.00 PER MONTH/D. PRESTON/T. DELAMARTER/P.LATTING

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes a monthly cell phone reimbursement of $40.00 per month to Debra Preston, Tom Delamarter, and Patrick Latting, account code 10-A-1220-4-400.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones stated that 80 building permits were issued in 2009, which he added is less than the number issued in 2008 (140).  He added that of these 80 building permits, only two were for new homes.  Mr. Jones stated that he is conducting construction and fire and safety inspections, and added that his office is working on office projects and end-of-year reports.  Mr. Jones stated that he was informed that both a house located at 29 JR Boulevard and a garage located at 140 Stillwater Road are scheduled to be demolished by Broome County.  The property will revert back to ownership by the Town of Conklin.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Conklin Volunteer Fire Chief Greg Pemberton thanked former Chief George Frailey for his years of service to the community, including the last three years, when Mr. Frailey was Chief of the Fire Department.  Mr. Pemberton stated that Mr. Frailey had done “a good job” as Chief.  Mr. 
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Pemberton reported that the Fire Department responded to 27 calls in the past month, 16 medical emergency calls and 11 fire/safety calls.
Supervisor Preston also thanked Mr. Frailey for his service and stated that she is looking forward to working with Mr. Pemberton and continuing the positive relationship between the Town and the Fire Department.

REPORT:  JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres distributed copies to the Town Board of his department’s first annual report, and noted the highlights of this report.  Judge Ayres reported that he arraigned 1,374 cases involving 1,038 defendants in 2009 for an average of 1.32 charges per defendant, adding that he issued 42 Orders of Protection and handled, coincidentally, 42 DWI cases.  Judge Ayres stated that he set $114,855 in fines and fees for 2009, which he added “represents a 16% increase over last year, illustrating an increase in volume and, when combined with the complexity of the cases, an increase in the workload of the office.”  As an example of the increase in complexity of cases, Judge Ayres explained that a “fix-it ticket,” such as a broken tail light, formerly only required that the Judge see a receipt showing that the problem had been fixed, where now the same type of case requires several steps, including sealing of the case.  Judge Ayres noted that Civil Service Clerks are paid at a rate of $15.75 per hour, and that his two court clerks, although “paid much less than this rate, do a great job” of handling the workload in the Town Justice Office.
Judge Ayres reported that his office collected a total of $125,812.50 in fines and fees in 2009, which he noted is higher than the amount set for fines and fees in 2009, because his office is working “at clearing up old cases.”  He stated that the accounting problems in his office, some of which he stated “date back to 1990,” have been resolved, adding that Court Clerk Laurie Gregory “has a strong accounting background,” which has been beneficial.  Judge Ayres stated that his office also sought assistance from Michael Wolyniak, from the New York State Office of Audit and Control, to re-vamp the accounting in the Justice Office.
Judge Ayres reported that his office applied for and received a grant for an additional computer in the Courtroom, “so all records are entered immediately, therein increasing efficiency.”  He stated that his office has also applied for a grant to fund a new high resolution scanner with word recognition program, off-site storage for scanned materials, video cameras with a monitor in the Courtroom and adjacent hallways, and new signage directing people to the Court.  In addition, stated Judge Ayres, his office has applied for an additional grant for a new computer for the Judge’s chambers, which will replace the Town-owned computer now in his office.  If that grant is approved, all of the computers in the Town Justice offices and Courtroom will have been supplied by grants from the Office of Court Administration, and the Town will be able to have the computers it purchased for the Justice Department to use to replace aging computers in other Town offices, thus saving the Town money.  

Judge Ayres reported that his office started the year 2009 with $8,900 in unaccounted Bail Funds in 312 separate files.  He added that “all funds are now accounted for and appropriate files corrected.”  Judge Ayres added that he will be sending both of the Court Clerks to Albany on January 22 for training provided free of charge by the Office of Court  Administration.
Judge Ayres asked Town Counsel Mark Gorgos about an update regarding Mr. Gorgos’s research into the possibility of both updating the Town’s dog laws to align with those of New York State and of adding a surcharge to the fines for delinquent or unlicensed dogs.  Judge Ayres added that the addition of surcharges might help offset the salary of Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman.

Judge Ayres stated that New York State has been requiring an increasing percentage of the fines and fees collected by municipalities, in an effort to solve the State’s financial difficulties.  He added that the Town “should be able to keep 1/3 of the money that it takes in” from fines and fees but added that this is not the case.  Mr. Finch asked if the Court is at a “break even” point, where it is financially self-sufficient, and Judge Ayres replied that it is not.  Supervisor Preston 
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 12, 2010

stated that as of November 30, 2009, revenue from the Justice Court was $27,183 while the expenses incurred to run the Court were $58,294.

OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2010-2:  RE-APPOINT CHRISTOPHER OSTROWSKY/PLANNING BOARD MEMBER/1-1-2010 – 12-31-2014

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin re-appoints Christopher Ostrowsky as a member of the Town Planning Board for a five-year term of office to run from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 2014.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-3:  RE-APPOINT WILLIAM NORTHWOOD/MEMBER & CHAIRPERSON/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/1-1-2010 – 12-31-2014
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin re-appoints William Northwood as a member and as the Chairperson of the Town Zoning Board of Appeals for a five-year term of office to run from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 2014.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-4:  RE-APPOINT ARTHUR BOYLE/MEMBER/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/1-1-2010 – 12-31-2014
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin re-appoints Arthur Boyle as a member of the Town Zoning Board of Appeals for a five-year term of office to run from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 2014.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

NYS REGULATIONS/RETIREMENT REPORTING/ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Supervisor Preston distributed the new regulations for retirement reporting for elected and appointed officials.  She explained that the reports will be audited by New York State and added that the new regulations apply only to those elected and appointed officials who are enrolled in the New York State Retirement System.  Supervisor Preston stated that the new regulations provide “more accountability” from those elected and appointed officials.
Supervisor Preston stated that a newly elected official must keep an activity log for a three-month period, but those officials who are already serving need keep only a one-month activity 
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log.  She added that a timecard can also be utilized to verify work hours.  Supervisor Preston stated that all elected and appointed officials not using a timecard will be asked to keep an activity log for the month of February, then at the first Town Board meeting in March a resolution will be offered to record how many hours per week each official works, for purposes of computing retirement benefits.  

In addition to the regulations and list of appropriate and inappropriate claims distributed by Supervisor Preston, Mr. Gorgos distributed lists of frequently asked questions and sample activity logs.  The activity logs will be returned to Supervisor Preston and Mr. Gorgos in early March, with the resulting resolution and activity logs to be filed in the office of the Town Clerk.  Supervisor Preston cautioned that failure to comply with this reporting requirement could result in a loss of retirement benefits.

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE  TOWN JUSTICE J. MARSHALL AYRES TO SIGN PEOPLE’S NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNTS AS TOWN JUSTICE

Mr. Finch raised concerns regarding a proposed resolution to authorize Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres to sign bank accounts at People’s National Bank as Town Justice.  He asked who audits the Court books and Judge Ayres replied that the Court books are audited by the Office of Court Administration, with a cursory auditing by the Town Auditor, Vieira & Skiadas.  Supervisor Preston added that the Town and its Auditor are not allowed oversight of the Court, as determined by New York State Law.
Judge Ayres explained that the resolution would cover the two accounts utilized by his office, a Bail Account, and an account for fines and surcharges.  He explained that sequentially numbered receipts are used, and added that he would like OCA (the Office of Court Administration) to audit the Court books every year.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the use of sequentially numbered receipts is a good safeguard.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that Cheryl DiStefano, of Vieira & Skiadas, cannot legally audit the Court books in any depth.
Judge Ayres stated that without the proposed resolution being approved, his office cannot collect any money or process any cases.  He added that this is an annual renewal of signatory authorization that the Court office already has been given in the past.  Judge Ayres noted that both he and one or both of the Court clerks check the bank statements and sign off on them each month.
RESO 2010-5:  AUTHORIZE J. MARSHALL AYRES/SIGN PEOPLE’S NATIONAL BANK ACCOUNTS AS TOWN JUSTICE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes J. Marshall Ayres to sign People’s National Bank accounts as Town Justice.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Abstain, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2010-6:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/11-5-2009 – 12-30-2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #360, account code 9-A1220-4-400, in the amount of $108.35 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period November 5, 2009, through December 30, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2010-7:  RATIFY WIRE PAYEMENT/POSTAGE PROS PLUS/REIMBURSE POSTAGE METER
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies a wire payment, account code A-1670-4-400, in the amount of $500.00 to Postage Pros Plus to reimburse the postage meter.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-8:  APPOINT TO YOUTH COMMISSION/2010/JOSEPH BRUETSCH/BRIAN STOCK/RUSTY STORM/ROB LINEBAUGH/ROB FINCH
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints the following to the Youth Commission for the year 2010:  Joseph Bruetsch, Brian Stock, Rusty Storm, Rob Linebaugh, and Rob Finch.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-9:  AUTHORIZE OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES/RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT/MILEAGE FOR USE OF PERSONAL VEHICLES FOR PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS ONLY/AT CURRENT IRS STANDARD MILEAGE RATE PER MILE
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the officers and employees herein named to receive reimbursement of mileage for use of their personal vehicles for performance of their duties on official business only, at the current IRS Standard Mileage Rate per mile:  Supervisor, Town Clerk, Highway Superintendent, Zoning Board members, Planning Board members, Town Historian, Town Justice, Secretary to the Supervisor, Supervisor Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer, Town Assessor, Youth Commissioner, Water Supervisor, Town Board members, Deputy Town Clerk, and Justice Clerks.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-10:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/2009 BILL LIST

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the 2009 Bill List for a total amount of $85,373.80:




General




$28,807.78




Highway




  13,081.62




Light Districts




    2,400.89




Sewer District 1



  16,292.05
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Water District




  20,825.61




Water District 6



    3,965.85




Total





$85,373.80
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-11:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/2010 BILL LIST
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims on the 2010 Bill List for a total amount of $238,408.68:




General




$147,905.65




Highway




    57,241.03




Sewer District #3



    23,700.00




Water District




      9,562.00



Total





$238,408.68

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-12:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER/STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS (BUDGET MODIFICATIONS)/AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts (budget modifications) as of December 31, 2009 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-13:  AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATION/UNANTICIPATED REVENUE/AND USE OF AVAILABLE FUND BALANCE
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the appropriation of unanticipated revenues and the use of the available fund balance as listed (see attached).
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston noted that, at her meeting with department heads earlier in the day, she had stated that there are to be no purchases unless they are true necessities (not “wants”) and there will be no transfer of funds during 2010 because there is no money available to transfer.  She added that each department head will receive a monthly statement showing the balance of the department’s budget left for the year, adding that department heads will be held responsible for staying within budgetary limits for their departments.
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RESO 2010-14: ACCEPT WITH REGRET/RESIGNATION/BEVERLY COLLINS/SECRETARY/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/EFFECTIVE 12-31-2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts with regret the resignation of Beverly Collins from the position of Secretary to the Zoning Board of Appeals, effective December 31, 2009.  Ms. Collins will retain her position as Secretary to the Town Planning Board.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-15:  APPOINT RENEE HAUSS/SECRETARY/ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/EFFECTIVE 1-1-2010/$150 PER MEETING

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Renee Hauss to the position of Secretary to the Zoning Board of Appeals, effective January 1, 2010, with a pay rate of $150.00 per meeting.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DELEGATE/ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS OF STATE OF NEW YORK/ANNUAL CONFERENCE & TRAINING/NYC

Supervisor Preston stated that no resolution naming a delegate to the Association of Towns of the State of New York Annual Conference and Training, held in New York City, is necessary because the Town will not be sending a delegate to this Conference in 2010.
RESO 2010-16:  AUTHORIZE ASSESSOR JOHN MCDONALD/BRING AN ASSESSOR CLERK FROM TOWN OF UNION/TEMPORARY TO HELP DURING STAR APPLICATION PERIOD/TOWN OF CONKLIN CLERK RATE OF $10.08 PER HOUR/TO FILL POSITION PREVIOUSLY HELD BY NANCY BANICK

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Town Assessor John McDonald to bring an Assessor Clerk from the Town of Union to work as a temporary helper in the Town of Conklin Assessor’s office during the STAR application period, at the Town of Conklin clerk rate of $10.08 per hour, to fill the position previously held by Nancy Banick.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATOR/SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA

Broome County Legislator, 6th District, Suzanne Gorman Messina stated that the County is also watching its budget carefully, noting that the increase in cost of retirement contributions has had a large impact on the County.  She stated that one method the County has used to try to save money is by outsourcing the management of foster care to the Wyoming Conference Children’s Home and to Catholic Charities, adding that late hires to the Broome County program will have 
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the opportunity to work in those two areas.  She stated that all outsourcing will be kept within Broome County.
RESO 2010-17:  APPOINT PHYLLIS “PENNY” LAKE/PERSONNEL CLERK/PART-TIME/EFFECTIVE 1-1-2010/$3,500 PER YEAR

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Phyllis “Penny” Lake to the position of Personnel Clerk, Part-Time, effective January 1, 2010, at the pay rate of $3,500 per year.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-18:  APPOINT NANCY BANICK/CLERK PART-TIME/TEMPORARY/EMERGENCY ON CALL ONLY/ EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010/PAY RATE $10.44 PER HOUR

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Nancy Banick to the position of Clerk, Part-Time Temporary, Emergency On Call only, effective January 1, 2010, at a pay rate of $10.44 per hour.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-19:  APPOINT DARLENE WEIDMAN/CLERK PART-TIME TEMPORARY/JANUARY 4-8, 2010 ONLY/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010/PAY RATE $10.08 PER HOUR

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Darlene Weidman to the position of Clerk, Part-Time Temporary, for the period of January 4 through January 8, 2010, only, effective January 1, 2010, at a pay rate of $10.08 per hour.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2010-20:  APPOINT ELIZABETH EINSTEIN/CLERK PART-TIME/SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 19, 2010/PAY RATE $10.08 PER HOUR

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Elizabeth Einstein to the position of Clerk, Part-Time, in the Supervisor’s Office, effective January 19, 2010, at a pay rate of $10.08 per hour.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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AARP/ASSISTANCE WITH INCOME TAX FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Mr. Francisco reported that he contacted the AARP (American Association of Retired Persons) to inquire if their representatives would be available to help Senior Citizens in the Town of Conklin with income tax returns.  He stated that he was told that there are not enough personnel available to provide this service in Conklin and that it would be a possibility in 2011 only if Internet access is available at the site to be used.
TOWN OF CONKLIN HISTORIAN

Mr. Francisco reported that he has asked the Conklin Historical Society for suggestions for a Town Historian to fill the position left vacant by Mr. Robert Barber’s death in December 2009.

REVISION TO DOG LAWS

Mr. Minoia asked about the status of the revision to Town of Conklin dog laws, which Mr. Gorgos’s office is researching.  Mr. Gorgos replied that Attorney Angel Aton is actually the attorney working on this project, adding that he will schedule a meeting with Ms. Aton, Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres, and Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman.

RESO 2010-21:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/LITIGATION
Mr. Finch moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:35 P.M. to discuss litigation.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:35 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.
A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation.

RESO 2010-22:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:58 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Minoia moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 8:59 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
