REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
DECEMBER 15, 2009

 The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on December 15, 2009, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole




Planning Board

Chris Ostrowsky

GUESTS:

Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Country Courier

Linnea Ransom








Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








John Colley








Laurie Francisco








James Clapper








Dusty Root








Dell Boyle








Peter J. Motsavage








Joseph Farrell

MINUTES:  NOVEMBER 24, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Francisco moved to approve the November 24, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Code Officer, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Jordan Patch, President of Dino’s on the Susquehanna, Inc., requesting renewal of the on premise liquor license.  Supervisor Preston also reported that Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who live next door to the Town Hall, placed a Christmas wreath on the front door of the Castle and extend Merry Christmas wishes to all.
ABC APPLICATION/DINO’S ON THE SUSQUEHANNA/DINO’S BAR & GRILL/NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Jordan Patch, President of Dino’s on the Susquehanna, Inc./Dino’s Bar and Grill, applying for renewal of the on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.
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ROAD DAMAGE ASSESSMENT STUDY

Supervisor Preston stated that more information is needed for the Road Damage Assessment Study to be complete, therefore Town Engineer Dan Griffiths will not be present to discuss this 
report at tonight’s meeting and discussion will be postponed until the January 12, 2010 Town Board meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that the annual leaf pick-up has been completed and thanked residents for keeping the leaves out of the Town ditches.  He commented that the snow removal season has begun.

RESO 2009-249:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/NO PARKING/SNOW REMOVAL

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier of the prohibition of parking on Town roadways or maintained shoulders of such roadways between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 7:00 A.M. or after a snowfall of two inches or greater from October 15, 2009, through April 30, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that to date the Town has issued 78 building permits, which he noted is 30 less than the number issued in 2008.  He stated that his office issued a building permit for one new home this month, as well as permits for several additions.  Mr. Jones reported that he is conducting the annual fire and safety inspections, and following up on building permit activities, including monitoring the progress at the Impress USA construction site.  He stated that he is researching the possibility of establishing a computerized data base, which he feels will be helpful in tracking building permits and inspections.  Supervisor Preston stated that this database will be helpful to the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals as well.
Mr. Francisco asked if there are any pending cases for the Planning Board and Mr. Jones replied that Aton Construction will be represented at the December 21 Planning Board meeting.  Mr. Jones added that he has also been contacted by the owners of a truck repair business that would like to open on Powers Road.
Mr. Minoia asked about the property that recently housed Klock Towing.  Mr. Jones stated that this property has been purchased by Justin Marchuska and a lift has been installed, but no one has contacted Mr. Jones regarding a building permit.  The question arose of whether this property is actually in the Town of Conklin or in the Town of Binghamton.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter stated that his department has repaired two water main breaks, one occurring on December 6 at the intersection of Lotus Avenue and Shipman Road, and one occurring on December 8 on Conklin Road near the old Sunoco gas station.  Mr. Delamarter thanked Mr. Latting for his department’s help in 
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digging the water main near Lotus Avenue and Shipman Road.  He added that Gary Dyer Excavating dug the water main on Conklin Road.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

OLD BUSINESS:
UNSAFE STRUCTURE/5 SHAW ROAD

Supervisor Preston reported that the property owners of the unsafe structure located at 5 Shaw Road have received one-half of their insurance money and have had the structure tested for asbestos by Link Environmental Services.  She stated that Link Environmental Services reported that the structure does contain asbestos and that they have sent a quote for asbestos abatement to the property owners but no further action has been taken by the property owners.  Town Counsel Mark Gorgos stated that the Town must now proceed with the work of having the asbestos abatement completed and the building demolished.
UPDATE/NEW SOFTWARE PROGRAMS
Supervisor Preston reported that the new Water and Sewer software program is currently being installed and will be completed in January 2010.

CHANGES TO CODE/EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL
Mr. Gorgos distributed copies of proposed Local Law 1 for 2010, which amends the Town Code with new state mandates regarding erosion and sediment control.  He stated that the biggest changes are the requirement for contractor training for soil disturbance and an increased engineering requirement when the disturbance involves five acres or more of land.

RESO 2009-250:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 1, 2010/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/JANUARY 26, 2010 AT 7:30 P.M./ “A LOCAL LAW AMENDING ARTICLE 111 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN PROVIDING FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL”

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces proposed Local Law 1, 2010, “A Local Law Amending Article 111 of the Code of the Town of Conklin Providing for Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control,” and schedules a Public Hearing regarding this proposed local law for 7:30 P.M. on January 26, 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

2010 CONKLIN ROAD/JUNKYARD

Mr. Jones reported that the property owner of 2010 Conklin Road had been making some voluntary progress in cleaning up the junkyard on that property but reported that there has been no progress made in the past four weeks.  Mr. Gorgos stated that since there is no longer voluntary compliance from the property owner, the Town should take action through the State 
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Supreme Court or the Town of Conklin Court regarding the property owner’s non-compliance with the Town Code.  The Town Board decided to pursue this matter through the Town of Conklin Court and Mr. Gorgos’s office will handle this issue. 
NEW BUSINESS:

NEW HEALTH CARE PREMIUMS/2010
Supervisor Preston reported that the new health care premiums for 2010 will cost a little less for Town employees than they cost in 2009, utilizing the new health care program that Supervisor Preston researched and the Board approved, and will save the Town a significant amount of money.  She stated that she will distribute information on the new premiums at the Town employee Christmas party on December 23.

RESO 2009-251:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/4TH QUARTER WATER & SEWER BILLING POSTAGE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #308, account code SW-8310-4-400, in the amount of $252.00 to the U.S. Postal Service for postage for the 4th Quarter Water and Sewer billing.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-252:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/CONTINUE IN 2010/MAINTAIN A CHECKING ACCOUNT WITH NBT BANK/PAYROLL & TRUST & AGENCY PURPOSES ONLY
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to continue in 2010 to maintain a checking account with NBT Bank for Payroll and Trust and Agency purposes only.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-253:  AUTHORIZE LISA HOUSTON/SECRETARY TO SUPERVISOR/TRANSFER FROM VARIOUS TOWN OF CONKLIN CHECKING ACCOUNTS TO PAYROLL & TRUST & AGENCY ACCOUNT/TO COVER 2010 BI-WEEKLY AMOUNTS ONLY

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Lisa Houston, Secretary to the Supervisor, to transfer money from various Town of Conklin checking accounts to the Payroll and Trust and Agency account to cover 2010 bi-weekly amounts only.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch asked if all of the checks are being processed via computer now and Supervisor Preston replied that she still signs all of the checks by hand and added that there is a paper trail.
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RESO 2009-254:  DESIGNATE COUNTRY COURIER/OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF TOWN/PRESS & SUN BULLETIN/AS ADDITIONAL NEWSPAPER FOR 2010 WHEN DETERMINED NECESSARY BY TOWN BOARD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin designates the Country Courier as the official newspaper of the Town of Conklin, and the Press & Sun Bulletin as an additional newspaper for 2010 when determined necessary by the Town Board.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-255:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO USE HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT IN 2010/IN WATER DISTRICTS, SEWER DISTRICTS, FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT & TOWN PARKS/WITH RENTAL FEES SET BY THE COUNTY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to use Town Highway equipment in 2010 in the Water Districts, Sewer Districts, Fire Protection District, Soil Conservation District, and in the Town Parks, with rental fees to be set by Broome County.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-256:  APPOINT COUGHLIN & GERHART LLP/TOWN COUNSEL/TOWN BOARD/TOWN PLANNING BOARD/TOWN ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/AT ANNUAL RETAINER OF $67,000/2010

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP, as Town Counsel for the Town Board, Town Planning Board, and Town Zoning Board of Appeals at the annual retainer of $67,000.00 for the year 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-257:  AUTHORIZE TOWN BOARD MEETINGS/CONTINUE TO BE HELD ON SECOND TUESDAY AND FOURTH TUESDAY OF MONTH AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE TOWN HALL IN 2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Town Board meetings to continue to be held on the second Tuesday and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00 P.M. in the Conklin Town Hall in the year 2010.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2009-258:  AUTHORIZE SHUT-OFF DATE FOR RECEIVING VOUCHERS/AS OF 15TH & 30TH OF MONTH/PRIOR TO 1ST & 2ND MEETING OF THE FOLLOWING MONTH IN 2010/WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LAST MONTH OF TOWN OF CONKLIN’S FISCAL YEAR
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes a shut-off date for receiving vouchers as of the 15th and 30th of the month prior to the first and second meeting of the following month in 2010, with the exception of the last month of the Town of Conklin’s fiscal year.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-259:  SET BI-WEEKLY PAY PERIODS TO RUN CONCURRENTLY FROM SATURDAY THROUGH FRIDAY/CHECK & DIRECT DEPOSIT TO BE DISTRIBUTED THE FOLLOWING THURSDAY AFTER THE END OF EACH PAY CYCLE IN 2010

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin sets bi-weekly pay periods to run concurrently from Saturday through Friday, with checks and direct deposit to be distributed the following Thursday after the end of each pay cycle in 2010.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-260:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILLS LISTED DATED 12-15-2009 

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims, Bills Listed dated December 15, 2009, in the total amount of $71,973.72:




General



$41,165.80




Highway



  22,306.50




Light Districts



    1,819.45




Sewer District 1


    1,042.93




Sewer Districts 2-4


         99.00




Water District



    5,540.04



Total




$71,973.72

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR INQUIRY/FLOOD PROPERTIES
Mr. Gorgos reported that the inquiry from the Department of Labor regarding closing numbers on the flood properties has been answered and the required paperwork completed.
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RESO 2009-261:  ACCEPT WITH REGRET/RESIGNATION/NANCY BANICK/PERSONNEL OFFICER/EFFECTIVE 12-31-2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts with regret the resignation of Nancy Banick from the position of Personnel Officer, effective December 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DOG PARK

Supervisor Preston reported that FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) will not allow the developers of the proposed Dog Park in Conklin to install a page fence on the property acquired by the Town in the Flood Buyout program, and requires that a cattle fence be installed instead.  She stated that FEMA states that a page fence will hold debris if another flood should occur like the devastating flood of June 2006.  Supervisor Preston suggested that the Dog Park be developed in Schnurbusch Park instead, so that a page fence may be used.  The Dog Park would be approximately 100 feet by 200 feet and would be located in the area of the park that was recently filled in.  The developers of the Dog Park would raise the money to install the fence and donate the fence to the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that moving the Dog Park would mean that the CHOW (Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse) gardens could be moved up into the area originally designated for the Dog Park, because the gardens do not require a fence.  The Town Board approved the idea of developing the Dog Park in Schnurbusch Park.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Supervisor Preston told the Board members to examine their Christmas stockings, where she had left candy, and reminded the Town personnel present that the Town Employee Christmas party will be held December 23 from 1:00 to 3:00 P.M. at the Town Hall.

BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATOR/SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA

Broome County Legislator, 6th District, Suzanne Gorman Messina wished all those present “Happy Holidays,” and invited her constituents to contact her throughout the coming year with any questions or concerns.  She added that the Legislature will be looking for budget cuts and will be offering informational meetings on emergency services and gas drilling.  Supervisor Preston thanked Legislator Messina for her vote on the sales tax distribution issue.
Supervisor Preston wished everyone a “Merry Christmas,” “Happy New Year,” and “Happy Hanukkah.”

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk

