REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 10, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on November 10, 2009, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston 



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Deputy Town Clerk

Marilou Gabello




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein







Ruth Joyner








Jim Clapper








John Colley








Joseph Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage

MINUTES:  OCTOBER 13, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Minoia moved to approve the October 13, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch commented that the minutes were “a job well done,” and Supervisor Preston agreed.

MINUTES:  OCTOBER 20, 2009 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Finch moved to approve the October 20, 2009 Special Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  OCTOBER 27, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
The Town Board decided to hold over approval of the October 27, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes until the November 24, 2009 Town Board Meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Code Officer, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a letter requesting renewal of the on site liquor license for Jane’s Diner.
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ABC APPLICATION/TRIPI LLC JANE’S DINER/NO OPPOSITION/LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Jane Lazaros, owner of Tripi LLC, Jane’s Diner, applying for renewal of the on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that Giammarino Construction has been working for the past week to repair the culvert on Banta Road, adding that progress is “coming along very well.”  He stated that the site supervisor on the project predicts that the repairs will be completed within the next two weeks, if the good weather continues.
Mr. Latting stated that things have come to a standstill regarding the mailbox situation in the 13903 zip code, adding that he has not received a reply from any of the involved parties, including Broome County or the Post Office personnel.

Mr. Latting reported that his department is in the middle of the annual leaf pick-up, adding that having two trucks running has been a “tremendous asset.”  He thanked the residents for their cooperation and understanding of the Town’s directives for leaf placement, especially on Conklin Road.

Mr. Latting reported that his crew has been winterizing the Highway Garage and performing maintenance on tools, such as floor jacks.  He stated that Broome County has ordered in sand and added that his crew is ready for snow removal.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER
In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that issuance of building permits has slowed down, with only five permits issued last month.  He reported that the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals have been busy, with a new pole barn approved for the site near the Kirkwood-Conklin Bridge near Dino’s Bar and Grill.  Mr. Jones reported that he has been conducting daily inspections at the site of the new Impress USA building, adding that progress is “coming along pretty quickly.”  He stated that the foundation is all completed, steel is being installed, and predicted that the roof will be on the building in about three weeks.
Mr. Jones reported that he is beginning building and safety inspections for the winter season, predicting that by spring he will have all of the businesses in Town inspected.  He added that every third year, all businesses have to be inspected.

Mr. Finch stated that Mr. Slavitsky, who lives across Conklin Road from the Town Hall, is interested in purchasing the Town-owned property adjacent to his own property.  Mr. Finch asked Mr. Jones to look up the number of acres and the zoning restrictions for this parcel, adding that Mr. Slavitsky will be in to see Mr. Jones for this information, and will then come to the Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals.  Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Slavitsky should come to the Town Board before appearing before either of the other boards because the Town wants to retain the mineral rights on this parcel and will want to know how much money Mr. Slavitsky is offering.
REPORT:  FIRE DEPARTMENT

No report.
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REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
Mr. Delamarter was excused from the meeting due to a recent death in his family.  Supervisor Preston stated that his written report will be presented at the November 24 meeting.  She added that she has a message from Mr. Delamarter thanking Mr. Finch for giving up his salary as Deputy Supervisor so that Mr. Delamarter could have the $500 in his raise that was taken away by the cuts the Board made.  However, Mr. Delamarter stated that he felt it would be fairer if he were to receive only 3%, which all of the other employees are receiving, so he declines Mr. Finch’s offer.  Mr. Finch stated, “I think he is underpaid as Water Superintendent.”  “If you had to go and hire a Water Superintendent, you’re absolutely right,” stated Supervisor Preston, ‘but he just felt that it wasn’t right to the rest of the employees if he got more.”  “Just put it back in the General Fund then,” stated Mr. Finch.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)
OLD BUSINESS:
2010 CONKLIN ROAD

Supervisor Preston asked for an update on 2010 Conklin Road and Mr. Jones reported that he is checking on this situation every week and so far, the property owner has removed six or seven cars, and has opened up the road a little bit, “but he hasn’t had much progress in the last three or four weeks.”  It was reported that the property owner is installing a new driveway.  Mr. Gorgos stated that enforcement action would need to be started, and added that he will work with Mr. Jones on this next action.
NEW BUSINESS:

SALES TAX DISTRIBUTION

Supervisor Preston stated that she has gone to four meetings in the past three weeks regarding sales tax distribution to the municipalities from Broome County.  She stated that the Broome County Legislature will hold over discussion of the sales tax distribution and a decision regarding this issue until November 19 or maybe even November 23.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town and Village Supervisors have met with the Legislature regarding this issue and had a letter sent to the Legislature from their attorney.
Supervisor Preston stated that “the County is in real bad trouble,” with a shortfall of $5 million by the end of 2009, and maybe $20 million shortfall in 2010.  She added that the County does not, by law, have to give the municipalities any of the sales tax revenue, so she cautioned fellow Supervisors to be diplomatic in their dealings with the County.  Supervisor Preston stated that if the County proceeds with the tentative re-distribution plan, the Town of Conklin would lose about $6,000 one year, then between $6,000 and $12,000.

CORRECTION TO DUNN ELECTRIC BILL
Supervisor Preston stated that there were questions from the Board regarding a bill from Dunn Electric and added that she had spoken to Mr. Delamarter about this bill.  She stated that the price quoted was to be per pole multiplied by four poles.  With clarification, the Board approved the bill.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

RESO 2009-238:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/10-1 – 10-23-2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #127, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $218.35 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period October 1 through October 23, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-239:  APPROVE BUDGET MODIFICATIONS/AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/AS OF NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the following budget modifications by authorizing the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts, as of November 10, 2009 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-240:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS/BILLS LISTED DATED 11-10-2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims for bills listed dated November 10, 2009 in the total amount of $89,916.09:





General



$27,096.72





Highway



  14,124.64





Buyout Program (HB)


       384.00




Light Districts



     1,798.99





Sewer District 1


   44,541.54





Water District



     1,970.20




Totals




 $89,916.09

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-241:  APPROVE SETTLEMENT/DICK’S SPORTING GOODS TAX CERTIORARI/PAYMENT FOR ONE YEAR ONLY
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the settlement of the Tax Certiorari filed by Dick’s Sporting Goods, according to the terms stated, with payment for one year only.
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Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-242:  CANCEL REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETINGS/DECEMBER 8 & DECEMBER 22, 2009

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin cancels the Regular Town Board Meetings scheduled for December 8 and December 22, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-243:  SCHEDULE REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING/DECEMBER 15, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Regular Town Board Meeting for December 15, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

HOBART STONE/BARRIER PROJECT/HOBART STONE & JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Mr. Gorgos stated that he received a letter from Mr. Jim Hobart’s attorney stating that Hobart Stone has moved the stone back eight feet from JR Boulevard, alleviating some of the Town’s safety concerns.  He stated that the Town still has safety concerns regarding the boundary between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park, adding that Mr. Hobart has requested a meeting to discuss these concerns.  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, and Mr. Gorgos will meet with Mr. Hobart and his attorney.

CONKLIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Mr. Francisco, Town Board liaison for the Castle, reported that it was discussed at the last meeting of the Conklin Historical Society that the space where the wall leading up to the third floor was opened to replace pipes needs to be repaired.  Mr. Francisco asked if the Board would approve the Historical Society getting someone to create a false panel to cover this opening.  This would still allow access to the pipes if it became necessary in the future.  Mr. Francisco added that the Historical Society also wants to install shelves for storage in the two rooms that adjoin on the second floor.  He added that the Society also wants to touch up the paint on the windows, adding that the Historical Society will pay for all of these repairs and there will be no cost to the Town.  The Town Board approved all of these projects.
REPAIRS TO PARKING LOT/COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Finch reported that the parking lot at the Maines Community Center has been patched and there are plans to pave the entire parking lot next spring.  He stated that the developers of the Sportsplex have offered, if the Town wants to fill on the property owned by the Sportsplex, to pave the entire area to provide more parking for the Sportsplex and for the Town.  Supervisor Preston asked what the plans are for the building constructed on the Sportsplex property and Mr. Finch replied that the plans are to construct a small restaurant/clubhouse for the golf course.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town would have to consult Town Engineer Dan Griffiths regarding the advisability of filling in that area.  Mr. Francisco stated that this could be a DEC 
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(New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) issue.  Mr. Finch stated that the developer of the Sportsplex would have to consult Mr. Jones regarding flood plain issues, adding that the developer would sign an agreement guaranteeing that the Town would have access to the parking lot.   Mr. Gorgos stated that the Sportsplex developers have not finalized their Planning Board review as of yet.  Mr. Francisco stated that the Planning Board has only agreed to the construction of the building.  Mr. Minoia and Mr. Francisco stated that the developer must come back to the Town to discuss issues with the parking lot and utilities.  Mr. Gorgos suggested setting up a meeting with the developer to discuss these issues.
RESO 2009-244:  CHANGE TOWN POLICY/RAISE AMOUNT REQUIRING REQUISITION FROM $250 TO $500

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin changes the Town’s policy to raise the threshold at which a purchase requires a requisition from $250 to $500.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
