SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 25, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Special Town Board Meeting at 2:00 P.M. on September 25, 2009, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Justice


J. Marshall Ayres




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

DISMISSAL OF CURRENT COURT CLERK

Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres apprised the Town Board that he had contacted the New York State Judicial Office and was informed that the Court Clerk works “at the pleasure of the Court,” which he explained means that he can legally remove a Court Clerk and replace that person with a different Court Clerk, as long as he stays within the amount of money budgeted for the position.  Judge Ayres added that he has received legal direction from Town Attorney Mark Gorgos throughout this proceeding.  He stated that he replaced the Court Clerk with someone “with better qualifications and for less money.”
Mr. Finch asked if the current Court Clerk had been given adequate written and verbal warnings and Judge Ayres replied that he has “four pages of warnings documented in her file,” of which the current Court Clerk is aware, according to Judge Ayres.  Mr. Finch expressed concern over a potential future lawsuit.  Supervisor Preston stated that all of the documentation of warnings was done properly, adding, “Can she come back and sue us?  Anyone can do anything at any time, but whether there’s a case.  It’s fruitless because she gets unemployment.”  Mr. Finch stated that he just wanted to make sure that all warnings had been given and documented, to protect the Town, stating to Judge Ayres that “this could go beyond your jurisdiction then it comes back to us (the Town Board) in money items.”  Supervisor Preston reiterated that “everything was done legally” and under the guidance of Town Attorney Mark Gorgos.
Mr. Bullock asked if the new Court Clerk understands that she will not get a raise in three months.  Judge Ayres replied that the new hire will receive a performance review one year from the date of hire.  Mr. Finch stated that the period of probation for a new hire is 60 days.

Judge Ayres stated that the new Court Clerk, Laurie L. Gregory, is “very good at dealing with the public,” which he added is necessary in that office.    He added that she is very professional, which will reflect well on the Town Board and the Town of Conklin as well as on the Justice Department.  Ms. Gregory lives in Montrose, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Finch asked Judge Ayres, “Couldn’t you find somebody from this area, or from New York?”  Judge Ayres replied, “This is a position where I need someone I can trust, and someone who can keep their mouth shut, and who can do the work without making a bunch of mistakes…if you get someone in here for cheap, you could end up back down at County Court again.”
RESO 2009-215:  ACCEPT HIRING/LAURIE L. GREGORY/COURT CLERK/PAY RATE $13.00 PER HOUR/EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 25, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the hiring of Laurie L. Gregory as Court Clerk with a pay rate of $13.00 per hour, effective September 25, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-216:  APPROVE DUES/LAURIE GREGORY/NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF MAGISTRATES & COURT CLERKS/$50
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves paying dues in the amount of $50.00 to allow Laurie Gregory to join the New York State Association of Magistrates and Court Clerks.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Minoia asked if the new Court Clerk is bonded yet and Supervisor Preston explained that as soon as she is hired she becomes bondable under the Court.

RESO 2009-217:  APPROVE LAURIE L. GREGORY/ATTEND NYS-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL COURSE/10-5-2009/$35

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Laurie L. Gregory to attend an educational course sponsored by New York State on October 5, 2009, at a cost of $35.00.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Judge Ayres stated that most of the training for Court Clerks is free, and only the course just approved requires a fee to be paid.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.

The meeting adjourned at 2:18 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs
Town Clerk
