REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on September 8, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos



Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Highway Laborer

Stan Albrechta




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Broome County Legislature
Marchie Diffendorf



Broome County Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina








John Colley








Ruth Joyner








Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Laurie Francisco








Chad Hrehor

REPORT FROM BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATORS
Supervisor Preston asked the two Broome County Legislators, Marchie Diffendorf, 7th District, and Suzanne Gorman Messina, 6th District, if there is an update on whether or not there will be an increase in Broome County taxes for 2010.  Mr. Diffendorf stated that the Legislature has received no information from Broome County Executive Barbara Fiala on the taxes for 2010.  Mr. Finch asked, “How will she offset the $5 million she predicted from income from the gas leases, when she is opposed to drilling?”  Mr. Diffendorf stated that Mrs. Fiala has “been pretty supportive” of the gas drilling.  He stated that the County has issued a hiring freeze, and is looking at layoffs and “belt-tightening.”  Supervisor Preston stated that Ms. Messina had brought the Chairperson of the County Finance Committee to meet her.  Supervisor Preston asked what changes in the sales tax revenues might occur and Ms. Messina stated that the Legislators do not know.  Mr. Diffendorf estimated that it might be 6 to 7% less, but added that he does not know for certain either.
MINUTES:  AUGUST 11, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Francisco moved that the August 11, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  AUGUST 17, 2009 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Minoia moved that the August 17, 2009 Special Town Board Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, from the Supervisor’s Office for July and August, from the Highway Superintendent, Code Officer, Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of two letters from Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting asked about the bids on the 1995 Ford Dump Truck and the 1994 Chevrolet Astro van and Supervisor Preston replied that this issue would be discussed at a later time in the meeting.  He stated that his department has been performing maintenance and repairs on the existing fleet of trucks.
Mr. Latting stated that the new Highway truck he is scheduled to purchase in 2010 will have a new emissions requirement that will cost an extra $12,000 in price, but added that this increase in price can be avoided if the new truck is ordered now.  It is already in the 2010 Budget and would be ready for delivery in February or March of 2010.

RESO 2009-193:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/MOVE FORWARD WITH PURCHASE OF 2010 HIGHWAY TRUCK

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to move forward with the purchase of the new 2010 Highway truck scheduled for purchase in the 2010 Budget.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Francisco asked how much longer the dumpster for metal waste would be available at the Town Highway Garage and Mr. Latting replied that the dumpster will be available until it snows, adding that there has been a minimal amount of abuse of the dumpster.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter distributed the Pool Report for 2009 and noted that the Town Pool is now closed.  He added that the telephone in the Pool office has been shut off for the winter.  Mr. Delamarter reported that the outside telephone near the Pool will be removed by the telephone company if the service is shut off and it will cost the Town $275 to re-install it next summer.  He added that the cost for the outside telephone is reduced from $80 to $25 per month during the off-season.
Mr. Delamarter reported that his department has been mowing and trimming in the Town parks as well as preparing for the Town Fair.  He added that Town soccer leagues are in their season currently.  Mr. Delamarter added that Shawsville Cemetery was trimmed prior to Labor Day.  He asked about the deed to a lot purchased by the Barrett family and Mr. Gorgos will research this issue.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the sewer stations have been mowed.  He reported that a blockage near the Gulf Station was pumped by Suburban Sanitary Services and the property owner paid the $400 charge to have the pumping completed.
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RESO 2009-194:  AUTHORIZE WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT/ADVERTISE TO FLUSH HYDRANTS

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Water and Sewer Superintendent to advertise in the Country Courier the dates that hydrants will be flushed in the Town water lines.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Minoia asked about the hydrant near the Dollar Store and Mr. Delamarter replied that it is scheduled to be repaired.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the landfill has been tested by Eastern Laboratories for its 3rd Quarter testing required by the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) and has had its annul testing of the leachate required by the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board.  He added that the landfill will be mowed one more time this year.  He added that the ultrasonic transducer in the collection tank was replaced.

Mr. Minoia asked why the testing of the Town’s two water tanks was done by two different companies and Mr. Delamarter replied that the tanks were built by two separate companies and the builder of each tank tests it.
NEW BUSINESS:
INCREASE POOL RATES FOR 2010

Supervisor Preston stated that the income from the Town Pool for the 2009 season was approximately $6,000, which she stated is twice the amount anticipated in the 2009 Budget.  Mr. Finch asked what the cost comparison is of the lifeguards’ salaries against the income from the pool and Supervisor Preston replied that the income is approximately $1,200 less than the cost of the lifeguards’ salaries.  Mr. Delamarter explained that the lifeguards receive yearly raises in salary but there have been no recent increases in pool fees to offset this cost.
RESO 2009-195:  INCREASE POOL RATES/2010
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin increases the rates at the Conklin Pool as follows, effective January 1, 2010:


CONKLIN RESIDENTS



CURRENT

NEW RATE


CHILDREN





$. 75


$1.00


ADULTS





$1.25


$1.50


NON-RESIDENTS

CHILDREN





$1.25


$1.50


ADULTS





$1.75


$2.00


FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS

CONKLIN RESIDENTS



$35.00


$40.00


NON-RESIDENTS




$55.00


$60.00
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CONKLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM


$100.00

$125.00

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his department issued seven new building permits in August, adding that his office issues an average of 7 to 15 permits per month.  He also reported that he is providing project review and contractor assistance on the Impress USA project, and added that he attended mandatory New York State training at Binghamton University in order to maintain his annual certification.
Mr. Jones reported that he is following up on several complaints, including pillars and signage on town land, house demolition on Stillwater Road, housing issues in trailer parks, grass issues, and an excessive number of cars parked on a property on Powers Road.  He added that he is also working with new applicants to the Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, noting that there are two cases set to appear at the September Planning Board meeting.

Mr. Jones stated that he sent a memo to Supervisor Preston regarding raising fees for building permits, which has been suggested by New York State.


NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION/INCREASE IN BUILDING FEES & NEW FEE FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW

The Town Board reviewed the proposed increase in fees for building permits and the proposed new fee for site plan review.  Mr. Bullock questioned the charge of $15.00 square foot for a 10 x 10 foot shed, and Mr. Jones clarified that the cost would be $.07 per square foot, or a minimum of $15.00.  Mr. Finch stated that the Town should charge enough to cover the cost of the required mailing of notifications and required advertising of legal notices.  Mr. Minoia asked if the new rates are still lower than “the norm,” and Town Counsel Mark Gorgos replied that they are still lower than many municipalities in New York State.
RESO 2009-196:  APPROVE NEW RATES FOR BUILDING PERMITS AND SITE PLAN REVIEW/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the following new rates for Building Permits and for Site Plan Review:



Residential Construction



$.07 per square foot



Commercial Construction



$.10 per square foot



10 x 10 Shed





$.07 per square foot or










Minimum of $15.00



Swimming Pool




$.07 per square foot



Site Plan Review (Planning Board & Zoning Board of Appeals) 




For completed application at initial meeting
$35.00




For subsequent meetings


$20.00 per meeting




Fee to cover postage, envelopes, and cost of any legal advertisements

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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CLOSING/REPAIR/RAILROAD CROSSING AT SHAW ROAD

Mr. Jones stated that a representative from CP Rail had informed him that the railroad crossing at Shaw Road will be closed for repairs on September 14 through 16, 2009.  Mr. Finch asked if the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department had been notified and it was noted that the fire department has been notified about the closure.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will notify the Susquehanna Valley School District about the closure.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

OLD BUSINESS:

DISC GOLF

Supervisor Preston announced that the dedication and grand opening of the new nine-hole Disc Golf course will be held on Saturday, September 13, 2009, at 4:45 P.M. at the Town Fair stage.  Mr. Gorgos and his brothers, who contributed $3,000 toward the construction of the Disc Golf course, will be present for the dedication.  Supervisor Preston explained that one may use Frisbees or a special set of discs, which include driver, putter, and midrange.  She added that the Town may be able to sell these special discs.  Supervisor Preston stated that in the future, another nine holes may be added to the course, which is located on the grounds of the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.  The Disc Golf is free to the public to play.
Supervisor Preston stated that residents will see bamboo stakes in the ground marking woodchuck burrows.  Mr. Gorgos stated that Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter “has been great” about helping get the course set up.  Mr. Gorgos noted that heavy rain left three of the baskets under water and required that the course be redesigned the night before the concrete for the baskets was to be poured and Mr. Delamarter assisted with the re-designing of the course.

Supervisor Preston thanked Mark and Cindy Gorgos for all of their efforts to bring Disc Golf to Conklin and noted that a possible Charity Disc Golf Tournament is being considered for New Year’s Day 2010.  She added that it is possible to play Disc Golf all year round.

2010 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Gorgos stated that he has sent a letter to the property owner of 2010 Conklin Road (the junkyard at the south end of Town) asking for voluntary compliance.

HOBART STONE/BARRIER PROJECT/JULIUS ROGERS PARK
Mr. Gorgos stated that he has a meeting scheduled with Mr. James Hobart of Hobart Stone on September 11, 2009, to discuss the barrier project to be constructed between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.
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OUTSIDE STORAGE LAW
Mr. Gorgos stated that Attorney Angel Aton is working on drafting revisions to the Town’s outside storage law but added that the draft is not yet ready.  He added that she is trying to clarify the sometimes vague Town Code, which allows outside storage in areas of the Town zoned Industrial, but which doesn’t specify any restrictions in areas zoned Commercial or Light Industrial.  Discussion of this proposed law will be held over until the September 22 Town Board meeting.

2010 TENTATIVE BUDGET
Supervisor Preston filed the 2010 Tentative Budget with the Town Clerk.  The Supervisor noted that the Fire Protection Budget was approved by the Fire Department with less than a 1% increase for 2010.  She added that the Town’s 2010 Budget is less than its 2009 Budget, and asked the Town Board members to bring comments and opinions to the September 22 Town Board meeting for discussion at that time.

NEW BUSINESS:

INSPECTIONS/2005 BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Supervisor Preston stated that a team of three inspectors from FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) inspected the properties acquired by the Town through the 2005 Flood Buyout Program, adding that the inspectors provided a “tough” inspection, even making the Town remove a small section of sidewalk from one property.
HALLOWEEN CURFEW 2009
Supervisor Preston noted that the Halloween Curfew for those under the age of 18 years of age will be in effect on October 30 (Friday), October 31 (Saturday), and November 1 (Sunday), 2009.  Two officers from the Broome County Sheriff’s Department will be patrolling Conklin.

RESO 2009-197:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/POSTAGE/3RD QUARTER WATER & SEWER BILLING

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8998, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $252.00 to the U.S. Postal Service for postage for Third Quarter Water and Sewer billing.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-198:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NYSEG RELIABLE ESSENTIAL/PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS #29813135 & #30884786

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #9000, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $232.82 to NYSEG Reliable Essential for payment of accounts #29813135 and #30884786.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2009-199:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/AUGUST 3-26, 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #9001, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $194.70 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period August 3 through August 26, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-200:  RATIFY PAYMENT/TIME WARNER SECURITY/50% DOWN PAYMENT/COMMUNITY CENTER SECURITY SYSTEM/PURCHASE ORDER #303
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #9023, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $425.00 to Time Warner Security for a 50% down payment on a security system for the Community Center and attached garage, Purchase Order #303.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town will lease the security system from Time Warner Security for a cost of $50.00 per month, with installation to be completed on September 10, 2009.  She explained that the security camera would be a separate price.

RESO 2009-201:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CONCERT IN THE PARK BANDS

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of the following listed checks, account code A7110.401, in the listed amounts to the following listed bands which provided music during the 2009 Concert in the Parks season:

Tom Cox, The Shambles



check #8714


$300.00

Dan Davis, The Dirig Brothers


check #8716


$300.00

Phil Shapiro





check #8753


$300.00

Nick Putrino, Los Vaga



check #8755


$300.00

Butch Niera, Masterpiece



check #8846


$300.00

Pearl Klein, String of Pearls



check #8874


$300.00

Katie Hlavac, Millennium



check #8889


$300.00

D. Coppolla, Luck of the Draw


check #8875


$300.00

Sal Crisasi, Shmangy Boys



check #8999


$300.00

Tom Dimock, Old Friends



check #9005


$100.00

Tim Emmons, Old Friends



check #9006


$100.00

Jim Hull, Old Friends




check #9007


$100.00

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-202:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #724-815 FOR 2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #724 through 3815 for the year 2009 in the total amount of $128,909.49:




General



$  31,377.85




Highway



    83,479.01




Light Districts



      1,737.15




Sewer District 1


      1,496.97




Water District



      7,508.91




Water District 6


      3,309.60



Total




$128,909.49
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-203:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE/16 WOODCREST WAY/TO TOWN OF CONKLIN

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes the purchase of the following designated property for the sum or $105,000.00, which premises are more fully described in Deed from Vincent I. Siciliano and Jeanette Lupole a/k/a Jeanette Siciliano to the Town of Conklin:


GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER


Vincent I. Siciliano
16 Woodcrest Way, Town 
178.07-3-5


And Jeanette Lupole
Conklin, Broome County,


a/k/a Jeanette Siciliano
New York

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
BIDS/1994 CHEVROLET ASTRO VAN & 1995 FORD DUMP TRUCK
No bids were received on the 1995 Ford Dump Truck and the Town Board decided to send it the Broome County Auction, to be held September 26, 2009, to be sold.  One bid was received on the 1994 Chevrolet Astro van, the former Dog Control Officer vehicle, from Mr. James Kisner for $521.73.
RESO 2009-204:  ACCEPT BID/J. KISNER/$521.73/1994 CHEVROLET ASTRO VAN
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the bid from James Kisner in the amount of $521.73 to purchase the 1994 Chevrolet Astro van, deemed surplus equipment by the Town Board.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CHEMICALS FOR TOWN POOL & WATER & SEWER SYSTEM/PURCHASE ON STATE BID?

Mr. Minoia asked if it is possible to purchase chemicals for the Town Pool and Water and Sewer system on the New York State bid price and Parks and Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom 
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Delamarter replied that this is not an option because the supplier the Town currently utilizes is the only supplier in the area and when a big break occurs in one of the lines, the chemicals are needed immediately.  He explained that it is a different situation in a large city, where large amounts of chemicals can be purchased and stockpiled.

2009 FLU CLINIC

Mr. Francisco announced that the 2009 Flu Clinic will be held from 1:30 until 3:00 P.M. on October 7, 2009, at the Community Center.  He stated that he does not yet know what the cost of the flu shot will be for people who have to pay for the shot, but it will be free to those individuals covered under Medicaid Part B.

OCCUPANCY SENSORS/COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Francisco stated that he researched occupancy sensors for the Community Center, which would turn the lights off when there is no movement in the room, and found that they draw 2,000 watts and can create premature failure of the sensors.  He explained that this could result in the lights being on all the time or off all the time, adding that there would be no benefit in installing occupancy sensors on high load circuits.
FULL-TIME SUPERVISOR

Mr. Francisco stated that at last year’s “Meet the Candidates” event, he was asked if he believes the Town of Conklin would be best served to have the Supervisor’s position remain a full-time position, which it became on a temporary basis following the disastrous flood of 2006.  He then described all the many accomplishments Supervisor Preston has achieved during this time period, as the Town recovered from the flood.  Mr. Francisco noted the Supervisor’s handling of the voluminous paperwork involved with the Flood Buyout Program, and now the ensuing inspections and leasing of the Buyout properties, her work in helping bring Impress USA and FedEx Ground to the Corporate Park, her work in requiring better representation and communication for the municipalities that utilize the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Plant, her work in helping the Town acquire the widely-utilized Community Center, and her financial acumen in managing the Town’s finances and paying down the Town’s debt.  Mr. Francisco concluded by stating that he believes that Supervisor Preston has done an outstanding job and that the Town of Conklin needs a full-time Supervisor.
Mr. Gorgos stated that it is too late in the political year to have this issue decided by public referendum on the ballot.  He stated that the Town Board has the two options of either adding money for the Supervisor’s full-time salary into the 2010 Budget and approving it for next year, or of approving the 2010 Budget without the increase in salary, and raising the salary through a local law, subject to permissive referendum, in 2010.  The additional money needed to bring the Supervisor’s salary to full-time was paid by FEMA for 2007, 2008, and January 1 – September 30, 2009.
Mr. Finch asked Supervisor Preston what tasks she still needs to accomplish that would require a full-time Supervisor.  Supervisor Preston listed the following:  two more FEMA inspections of the Buyout properties; installation of new software for payroll and water and sewer billing, including a pre-bill feature that would “red flag” variances in usage; paperwork for the leases for the Buyout properties, adding that she completed twelve packets last week, which she stated are “as bad as the Buyouts,” and noting that one packet has been sent to FEMA for the property that will eventually be utilized for a dog park; meeting with the DOT (New York State Department of Transportation) to move forward with road markings at the site of the Susquehanna Valley High School and Middle School (part of a “Safe Schools” grant project on which Supervisor Preston is working);  and working with U.S. Senator Charles Schumer to secure grant money for a possible future sewage facility for the Town of Conklin.  Mr. Finch asked about the grant project to improve drainage in the Carol Court and Schnurbusch Park areas and Supervisor Preston replied that Congressman Maurice Hinchey’s office has helped secure a grant for $330,000 for this purpose, but there is a hold-up in the progress caused by FEMA.  She added that the Town is waiting for the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) to approve 
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changing the course of Carlin Creek through Schnurbusch Park before any further action can be taken on that part of the drainage improvement project.
Supervisor Preston explained that the inspections of properties acquired in Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the 2006 Flood Buyout Program must be completed by April 1, 2010, adding that FEMA will reimburse the cost of administration of this process, which would be part of the Supervisor’s salary.  This paperwork requesting reimbursement will be filed in October 2009.  Supervisor Preston explained that the inspections are completed after the paperwork is filed with the FEMA, and FEMA can bill back the Town if it disagrees with the paperwork that was filed.

Mr. Finch asked if there is money in the 2009 Budget to cover the extra amount of Supervisor Preston’s salary to make the position full-time through the end of the year, and Supervisor Preston stated that there is money in the current budget to cover the period October 1 – December 31, 2009.  Mr. Finch asked Supervisor Preston if she would work “month to month” as a full-time Supervisor in 2010, with the position being re-evaluated on a monthly basis, and she stated that she “will not do that.”  “I will not justify my work,” added Supervisor Preston.
Mr. Gorgos reiterated that the Board can adopt the 2010 Budget without the additional salary for the Supervisor, then change it with a local law in 2010, subject to permissive referendum, or it can add the extra amount for the Supervisor’s salary into the 2010 Budget before it is adopted.

Supervisor Preston stated that she “wants to know the (new) payroll system inside and out,” adding that “the accountant will not run this town.”  Mr. Francisco apologized to Supervisor Preston if he “caught her off guard.”  Mr. Finch asked what will happen if the goals listed above are not accomplished and Supervisor Preston is not here full-time to complete them.

Mr. Gorgos commended the Town Board for properly discussing this issue in a transparent, open public discussion, adding that it would not be a topic properly restricted to Executive Session.

Mr. Minoia stated that “the Town has been through a lot, and Debbie did a great job, but no other municipality has a full-time Supervisor.”  He stated that he hears residents ask when the full-time position will be finished.  Mr. Finch stated that the “town governments should run the County, with no County Executive.”  Mr. Bullock stated that he would approve paying for Supervisor Preston to work full-time until January 1, 2010.

Mr. Francisco stated that he has heard residents express the opinion “What would we have done without her?”  Mr. Finch stated that the Supervisor’s salary should be increased even if she goes back to a part-time position.  He asked if part-time would provide enough work hours to accomplish the necessary tasks.  Mr. Bullock asked Mr. Finch if he “plans on bringing this up again in January” (2010) and Mr. Finch replied, “No.”

RESO 2009-205:  EXTEND FULL-TIME SALARY/TOWN SUPERVISOR/UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2010/TO ACCOMPLISH NECESSARY GOALS

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin extends the full-time salary of the Town Supervisor until January 1, 2010, in order to accomplish the necessary goals set forth by the Town Board and the Town Supervisor.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

PAYING BILLS TWICE PER MONTH
Mr. Finch suggested that the Town change their practice and pay bills twice per month instead of only once per month.  Supervisor Preston stated that this means the shut-off dates for submitting vouchers would have to be the 15th and 30th of each month, and would mean the Board members would have to sign vouchers twice a month instead of once a month.
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RESO 2009-206:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF BILLS/2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of bills on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, effective immediately.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:   Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

TOWN FAIR RENT-A-JOHNS

Mr. Finch asked how many Rent-A-Johns would be rented for the Town Fair and Supervisor Preston replied that six Rent-A-Johns would be rented from Suburban Septic Systems  for a cost of $800, which the Town of Conklin will pay.
TOWN FAIR PARADE

Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs reminded those present that the Town Fair Parade will be held on Thursday, September 10, 2009, stepping off from Schnurbusch Park at 6:00 P.M. and invited all of the Board members to walk or drive in the parade.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Supervisor Preston reported that the blood drive conducted by the American Red Cross at the Community Center on August 25 was very successful.  The Red Cross will be conducting future blood drives at the Community Center in October and December of 2009 and in February of 2010.

PILOT/IMPRESS USA
Supervisor Preston stated that the Town received the PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) agreement for Impress USA, noting that it is a good agreement for the Town.  Years 1 through 10, Impress USA will pay 100% of the taxes owed to the Town, County, and school district.  Years 11 through 20, Impress USA will pay 100% minus $15,000.

GIRLS SOFTBALL TROPHIES

Supervisor Preston stated that the 2009 12 and Under Girls Softball Team won in both the Windsor Tournament and in the Endicott Tournament, held July 17-19, and displayed the trophies that the team had won.  She stated that a shelf will be built to display the trophies.

RESO 2009-207:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNL ISSUE

Supervisor Preston moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:45 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:45 P.M. with Supervisor Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person of corporation or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2009-208:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 9:05 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CLASS ON CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPON/TOWN JUSTICE AYRES

Town Justice J. Marshall Ayres had requested that the Town pay for him to take a class offered by the City of Binghamton Police Department on carrying a concealed weapon.  This class is recommended by the New York State Town and Village Courts.  The Town Board declined to pay for this class out of Town funds.
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 9:06 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk

