SPECIAL JOINT MEETING – TOWN BOARD & PLANNING BOARD
AUGUST 17, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin and the Town Planning Board held a Special Joint Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on August 17, 2009, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided over the Town Board Meeting and Mr. Tom Voloshen, Chairman, presided over the Planning Board Meeting.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Planning Board

Voloshen, Fassett, Platt, Ostrowsky




Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Town Engineer

Dan Griffiths




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Linnea Ransom




Impress USA, Project Engineer
Mark T. Casadevall




Hawk Engineering

Tim Bailey








John Colley








Laurie Francisco

IMPRESS USA/REQUEST FOR SPECIAL PERMIT/BROOME CORPORATE PARK
Supervisor Preston summarized the events leading up to tonight’s meeting, stating that in November 2008, the Planning Board recommended that the Town Board issue a Special Permit to Impress USA.  On December 16, 2008, a Public Hearing was held and a Special Permit was issued to Impress USA for construction of its facility in the Broome Corporate Park.  Impress USA has proposed some minor changes to its site plan, which resulted in the need for tonight’s joint meeting of the Town Board and the Planning Board.

Tim Bailey of Hawk Engineering was present to represent the owner of Impress USA, as was a representative of TJ Madison Construction Company.  Mr. Bailey stated that the 239 Review from Broome County had been received.  He stated that Impress USA plans to reduce the size of the proposed structure by 12,500 square feet, making the new size 91,112 square feet.  Mr. Bailey stated that the new plans call for the building to be moved back toward the western section of the lot, which will create more of a green buffer zone between the building and Corporate Drive.  He stated that Impress USA plans to reconfigure the truck dock and entrance to the site and reduce the paved area to approximately 7 acres.  Other changes include an above ground detention area with a fenced in pond, an additional fire lane around the building, with the use of existing access lanes rather than new access lanes across the spillways.
Mr. Thomas Voloshen, chairman of the Planning Board, asked about the line of sight, and whether or not the building will be visible.  Mr. Bailey replied that Phase 1 of the building will definitely not be visible, and the potential Phase 2 will probably not be visible.  Mr. Voloshen asked about the lighting and Mr. Bailey replied that .5 foot-candle lighting will be used for the parking lots and docks.
Mr. Voloshen asked if removing the vegetation will increase the visibility of the building and Mr. Bailey stated that visibility will not be increased because the tree line extends far enough to provide a large buffer.  Mr. Voloshen commented that the package presented tonight is changed from the last package presented to the Planning Board and asked, “Does that mean the last package was no good?”  Mr. Bailey stated that he did not see the earlier proposal for Impress USA.
Mr. Finch asked how close the Impress USA property is to the property owned by the Wright family and Mr. Bailey stated that the Impress USA property adjoins the Wright property.  Mr. Finch stated that there is a 200 foot buffer zone between the building and nearby residential areas that the Town Board “doesn’t want developed.”  Mr. Voloshen stated that the Impress USA building was originally 380 to 390 feet from the houses in the original plan and asked how close it will be with the revised plan.  Mr. Bailey stated that the building will now be 15 feet closer or 375 feet from the houses.  Mr. Voloshen asked what the purpose is of increasing the size of the 
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buffer zone in front of the building and Mr. Bailey stated that it is the choice of the Impress USA board.  Supervisor Preston added that Impress USA is very conservative in its removal of vegetation on its sites.  Mr. Francisco commented that there are 40-foot tall pine trees along the edge of Rosewood Drive and Ebony Court residential areas, which will help hide the Impress USA building from the sight of people in the housing development.
Mr. Voloshen asked what an “above ground detention area” is and Mr. Bailey replied that it is an open pond, such as FedEx Ground and the Town of Conklin utilize.  Mr. Voloshen asked if there are any other changes, such as noise level, machine types, or number of trucks and Mr. Bailey replied that there are no such changes.  Mr. Francisco asked about the outside lighting and Mr. Mark Casadevall of Impress USA stated that low, not bright, lighting will be used.
The EAF (Environmental Assessment Form) (Part 1) was completed by developer TJ Madison.  Mr. Voloshen explained the duties of the Planning Board in regard to buildings in the Corporate Park, noting that changes had been made to the original site plan.  He stated that a recommendation was received from the Broome County Planning Department and added that the Planning Board will make a recommendation to the Town Board for either approval or disapproval of the issuance of a Special Permit for Impress USA.  Mr. Voloshen explained that the Town Board is Lead Agency for purposes of SEQR (State Environmental Quality Review) and would thus be completing the Town’s part of the EAF.  Both the Town Board and the Planning Board have reviewed the County’s response to the Form 239 Review.  Attorney Angel Aton asked if insight is required from the County DPW (Department of Public Works) and Supervisor Preston stated that this input comes from BMTS (Binghamton Metropolitan Transportation Study).  It was decided that the Town Engineer will examine the retention pond, which is the only issue to be discussed with BMTS.
Mr. Voloshen asked why there are two different numbers under “approximate acreage” on page 3 of the EAF and Mr. Bailey explained that the two numbers reflect Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the project.

(Break 7:30 – 7:35 P.M.)

Town Engineer Dan Griffiths stated that the comments from the Broome County Planning Board had been addressed and added that the stormwater runoff will be directed into the retention pond and dry swales will be installed by the roadway.  He added that he will receive the new SWPPP (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan) on August 19, 2009.  Ms. Aton asked if there are any changes to the area and Mr. Casadevall stated that there are no changes.
Mr. Voloshen stated that there are two less acres of land listed for the project with the new proposal and Mr. Bailey stated that this new number reflects the actual number of acres purchased, 11.69 acres, which is less than originally proposed.  He added that no wetlands have been purchased with the new site plan.
Mr. Finch asked if there are fire hydrants in the back of the building and Mr. Bailey replied that there are no fire hydrants in the back of the building.  Mr. Voloshen asked if the road to the building will be paved and Mr. Bailey stated that the road will be paved up to the building and a gravel fire access road will be installed around the building.

Mr. Voloshen stated that on page 6 of the EAF, the amount of solid waste generated by the project was originally estimated at 1.3 tons daily and is now estimated at 1.3 tons per month.  Mr. Bailey explained that the amount of recycled material is not included in the new estimates, while it was included in the original estimates.

Mr. Ostrowsky asked about #20 on page 7 of the EAF, which states that the project will produce operating noise exceeding the local ambient noise levels.  Mr. Casadevall stated that a noise study was conducted.  Mr. Voloshen explained that the project will produce noise above the local ambient noise levels, but below the limits set by the Town Code.  Mr. Fassett asked if the plan is still to utilize five tractor-trailers and Mr. Bailey stated that this is the case.
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Mr. Voloshen asked what will happen with the fire lane if the Phase 2 expansion is completed and Mr. Bailey stated that the fire lane will expand back toward the trees behind the building if Phase 2 is completed.
RESOLUTION/TOWN PLANNING BOARD/RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF REVISED SITE PLAN/IMPRESS MANUFACTURING & DISTRIBUTION FACILITY/379 CORPORATE PARKWAY

At a regular meeting of the Planning Board of the Town of Conklin held on August 17, 2009, the following resolution was proposed by Planning Board Member Chris Ostrowsky and seconded by Planning Board Member Lyle Fassett:

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 140-76(C) of the Code of the Town of Conklin, the Planning Board is to make a recommendation to the Town Board regarding the site plans for projects on land located in Economic Development District Zones; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board previously made a recommendation that the Town Board approve the Site Plan for the Impress Manufacturing and Distribution Facility to be located at 379 Broome Corporate Parkway, Conklin, New York (the “Project”); and
WHEREAS, the Town Board approved the Site Plan for the Project on December 16, 2008, including an environmental assessment which the Planning Board had also reviewed; and
WHEREAS, the Site Plan for the Project has been modified to lessen and minimize the impacts in the area of drainage; and
WHEREAS, the modifications to the Site Plan for the Project have been submitted to the Planning Board for a recommendation for action by the Town Board;
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Planning Board of the Town of Conklin finds the following regarding the Project and the modifications to the Site Plan for the Project:

1. The modification to the site plan and the site plan contain all of the elements required by the Town of Conklin Site Plan Review Law;

2. There are no deficiencies in the site plan which require the attention of the developer and the Town Board;

3. The EAF that is proposed for the modification is accurate; and

4. The recommendations of the Broome County Planning Department have been received; and

5. There are no other factors or concerns that the Planning Board feels are necessary for consideration by the Town Board other than:  NONE.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Board of the Town of Conklin recommends that the Town Board approve the modifications to the Site Plan for the Project.

The Board voted as follows:

Planning Board Member  
Chris Ostrowsky
voted YEA

Planning Board Member
Sharon Platt

voted YEA

Planning Board Member
Lyle Fassett

voted YEA

Planning Board Member
Tom Voloshen

voted YEA

Absent:  Planning Board Member Jim Hauss

The motion was thereupon adopted with a vote of 4 to 0.

Supervisor Preston noted that there are no extra recommendations from the Planning Board and the Planning Board voted to recommend approval of the Special Permit for Impress USA by a vote of 4 to 0.  Mr. Finch stated that the representatives from Impress USA had answered all of the Board’s questions.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM
Part 2 of the EAF, Project Impacts and Their Magnitude, was begun at 7:56 P.M. by the Town Board, beginning with page 11.  Question #1 – “Will the Proposed Action result in a physical change to the project site?” was answered “No,” with all nine of the examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”

Question #2 – “Will there be an effect to any unique or unusual land forms found on the site (i.e., cliffs, dunes, geological formations, etc.)?” was answered “No.”  Question #3 – “Will Proposed Action affect any water body designated as protected (under Articles 15, 24, 25 of the Environmental Conservation Law, ECL)?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #4 – “Will Proposed Action affect any non-protected existing or new body of water?” was answered “No,” with all three examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #5 – “Will Proposed Action affect surface or groundwater quality or quantity?” was answered “No,” with all twelve examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”

Question #6 – “Will Proposed Action alter drainage flow or patterns, or surface water runoff?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”
Question #7 – “Will Proposed Action affect air quality?” was answered “No,” with all six examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #8 – “Will Proposed Action affect any threatened or endangered species?” (of plant or animal) was answered “No,” with all four examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #9 – “Will Proposed Action substantially affect non-threatened or non-endangered species?” was answered “No,” with all three examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”
Question #10 – “Will Proposed Action affect agricultural land resources?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #11 – “Will Proposed Action affect aesthetic resources?” was answered “No,” with all four examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #12 – “Will Proposed Action impact any site or structure of historic, prehistoric or paleontological importance?” was answered “No,” with all four examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #13 – “Will Proposed Action affect the quantity or quality of existing or future open spaces or recreational opportunities?” was answered “No,” with all three examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #14 – “Will Proposed Action impact the exceptional or unique characteristics of a critical environmental area (CEA) established pursuant to subdivision 6NYCRR 617.14(g)?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”
Question #15 – “Will there be an effect to existing transportation systems?” was answered “No,” with all three examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #16 – “Will Proposed Action affect the community’s sources of fuel or energy supply?” was answered “No,” with all three examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #17 – “Will there be objectionable odors, noise, or vibration as a result of the Proposed Action?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #18 – “Will Proposed Action affect public health and safety?” was answered “No,” with all five examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #19 – “Will Proposed Action affect the character of the existing community?” was answered “No,” with all nine examples listed as “small to moderate impact.”  Question #20 – “Is there, or is there likely to be, public controversy related to potential adverse environmental impacts?” was answered “No.”  The Environmental Assessment Form was completed at 8:17 P.M.  The Town Board, as Lead Agency for purposes of SEQR, noted modifications to the site plan from the original 14.7 acres approved in November 2008.  A complete copy of the EAF is available in the office of the Town Clerk.
RESO 2009-190:  ADOPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION/PURSUANT TO STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA)/IMPRESS USA
At a special meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, Broome County, held at the Town of Conklin Town Hall, 1271 Conklin Road, Conklin, New York, on the 17th day of August, 2009, at 7:00 P.M.,
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The following resolution was offered by Town Board Member Jim Finch, who moved its adoption, and which motion was seconded by Town Board Member Chuck Francisco:

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, in November 2008, adopted a resolution declaring the construction of a manufacturing and distribution facility by Impress USA on 14.7 acres of land, located on the Broome Corporate Parkway, Town of Conklin, Broome County, New York (“the Project”) to be a Type I action for purposes of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and declared the Town Board of the Town of Conklin the lead agency for the Project; and

WHEREAS, the Town notified all of the involved agencies of its lead agency status by letters dated November 5, 2008, and received no objections to that lead agency designation; and
WHEREAS, at its regular meeting on December 16, 2008, the Town Board thoroughly reviewed the SEQR Full Environmental Assessment Form, Parts 1 and 2;

WHEREAS, the Site Plan approved by the Town Board has been modified and in the opinion of the Town Board, the modifications to the Site Plan as presented at a joint meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin and the Planning Board of the Town of Conklin on August 17, 2009, lessen or minimize the impacts in the area of drainage and the Town Board considers such modification to the Site Plan as an improvement;

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, on the 17th of August, 2009, adopted a resolution declaring the modification to the site plan for the Project, including changes to the drainage lessening and minimizing the impacts, to be an Unlisted Action for purposes of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA);
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin thoroughly reviewed the SEQR Environmental Assessment Form for the modification, Parts 1 and 2;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Project will not result in any large and important impact(s) and any small or moderate impacts identified were effectively mitigated; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Project, therefore, is one which will not have a significant impact on the environment, and therefore a negative declaration is hereby issued.

The question of adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:




Minoia



Voting

YES




Bullock


Voting

YES




Francisco


Voting

YES




Finch



Voting

YES




Supervisor Preston

Voting

YES

The Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
RESO 2009-191:  ACCEPT PLANNING BOARD RECOMMENDATION & ISSUES SPECIAL PERMIT/IMPRESS USA

Supervisor Preston moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the recommendation of the Town Planning Board and issues a Special Permit to Impress USA., pending review and approval of the SWPPP (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan) by Town Engineer Dan Griffiths and with all pre-approved conditions remaining in effect.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston congratulated Impress USA on its successful application.  Mr. Casadevall thanked the Town Board and the Planning Board.
The Planning Board adjourned its meeting, with the next scheduled meeting to be held September 21, 2009.

RESO 2009-192:  ACCEPT RESIGNATION/RAYMOND “TOM” EDMISTER/TOWN PLANNING BOARD

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts, with much regret, the resignation of Raymond “Tom” Edmister from the Town of Conklin Planning Board, effective June 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Francisco moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 8:28 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk  
