REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 11, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on August 11, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Town Engineer

Dan Griffiths




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Justice


J. Marshall Ayres

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








John Colley








Ruth Joyner








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  JULY 14, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Bullock moved that the July 14, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
MINUTES:  JULY 28, 2009 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved that the July 28, 2009 Special Town Board Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Code Officer, and from the Dog Control Officer.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED DECLARATION OF UNSAFE STRUCTURE/66 STILLWATER ROAD

PRESENT:  Same as above.
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Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, the declaration of the structure located at 66 Stillwater Road as unsafe under the Unsafe Structure Law.
Attorney Angel Aton stated that the structure is 80% demolished and added that Code Officer Robert Jones has been attempting to contact the property owners so that they may obtain the necessary demolition permit.  She explained that it will be very costly for the Town to serve all of the four owners of the property, as some of them live in Florida, and therefore recommended that the Public Hearing be adjourned until September 22, 2009, to allow the owners to be contacted or the voluntary removal of the structure to be completed.

RESO 2009-172:  ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING UNTIL SEPTEMBER 22, 2009, AT 7:05 P.M.

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adjourns the Public Hearing regarding the proposed declaration of the structure located at 66 Stillwater Road as unsafe under the Unsafe Structure Law until September 22, 2009, at 7:05 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing adjourned at 7:07 P.M.
REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that the two flap gates on David Drive have been installed, which he stated he hopes will alleviate the flooding problem in that area.
Mr. Latting reported that the CHIPS projects for 2009 have been completed, adding that five and one-half miles of road were treated with stone and oil using CHIPS money.  He added that there will be no carryover of CHIPS funds to 2010, since all of the available CHIPS money for 2009 was used.
RESO 2009-173:  IF ACCEPTABLE BIDS ARE NOT RECEIVED FOR 1995 FORD DUMP TRUCK & PLOW AND/OR 1994 CHEVY ASTRO VAN/ONE OR BOTH VEHICLES WILL BE TAKEN TO BROOME COUNTY AUCTION/SEPTEMBER 26, 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, in the event that acceptable bids are not received for the 1995 Ford Dump Truck and Plow and/or the 1994 Chevy Astro Van, authorizes one or both surplus vehicles to be taken to the Broome County Auction on September 26, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2009-174:  APPROVE PAYMENT/BURR TRUCK & TRAILER SALES, INC./P.O. 204/2010 VOLVO DUMP TRUCK & OPTIONS
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves payment to Burr Truck & Trailer Sales, Inc., in the amount of $174,761.53, account code HF5130.2, for Purchase Order #204 for payment for 2010 Volvo Dump Truck and options.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-175:  SCHEDULE SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING/SEPTEMBER 10, 2009/7:00 P.M./AT FLOYD MAINES COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Special Town Board Meeting on September 10, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Floyd Maines Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-176:  SCHEDULE JOINT MEETING/TOWN BOARD & PLANNING BOARD/AUGUST 17, 2009 AT 7:00 P.M./IMPRESS USA

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Joint Meeting of the Town Board and the Planning Board on August 17, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall to discuss the proposed Impress USA building in the Corporate Park.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING 

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED DECLARATION OF STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 5 SHAW ROAD AS UNSAFE UNDER UNSAFE STRUCTURES LAW

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:15 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, the declaration of the structure located at 5 Shaw Road as unsafe under the Unsafe Structures Law.

Supervisor Preston reported that Gorick Construction Company has received the demolition permit and has received money from the property owners’ insurance company.  She added that the testing for asbestos has begun.  Supervisor Preston recommended adjourning the Public Hearing until September 22, 2009, at 7:15 P.M.
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RESO 2009-177:  ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING UNTIL SEPTEMBER 22, 2009/7:15 P.M.
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adjourns the Public Hearing regarding the declaration of the structure located at 5 Shaw Road as unsafe under the Unsafe Structures Law until September 22, 2009, at 7:15 P.M.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing adjourned at 7:16 P.M.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that eight building permits were issued in July and added that he is working on building permit inspections, as well as applications for the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals.  His office is also assisting with the Impress USA project and is completing business listings and developing a commercial safety schedule.

LATHROP ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that a resident at the end of Lathrop Road has erected pillars blocking access to the end of the dead-end road and has installed “No Trespassing” signs on the pillars.  Mr. Latting stated that these are 4 foot by four foot stone-faced structures that are eight feet high and added that they are definitely within the Town right-of-way.  He added that these pillars are a danger to residents and to Town plow equipment and added that they are on Town-owned property.  Supervisor Preston commented that the pillars “need to be taken down.”  Attorney Angel Aton stated that Mr. Jones needs to document the situation and perhaps take some photographs.  Supervisor Preston asked who owns the property at the dead-end of Lathrop Road and what the address is at that location.  On August 12, Mr. Latting and Mr. Jones will look at the site in question and take pictures, then a certified letter will be sent to the property owners.
Mr. Minoia stated that he believes there is paperwork on file at the Highway Department regarding the turnaround at the dead-end of Lathrop Road stating that this area was given to the Town of Conklin.  The Town paved the turnaround.  He added that the maps showing the Verizon right-of-way may also show the Highway Department’s right-of-way on Lathrop Road.
REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Supervisor Preston reported that the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department will have a beer tent at the Conklin Town Fair for the first time.  She added the fire department will need to obtain insurance for the period of the Fair and added that the area will be roped off and security provided.  The Town Board approved the beer tent, although Mr. Finch stated that it should be reviewed annually.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Refer to written report.
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REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that a hydrant at the Highway Garage had been hit and has been repaired.  He stated that there was a water main break at Schnurbusch Park and thanked the Highway Department for their help in 
fixing the break.  Mr. Delamarter reported that his department has been busy reading water meters.  
Mr. Delamarter reported that the summer youth sports programs have ended and soccer season has begun.  The British Harvey Grammar School soccer team will play at Schnurbusch Park on August 26, 2009.  Mr. Delamarter reported that the Town Pool will close on August 27, 2009, because the lifeguards will be going back to college and to high school.  He stated that someone broke into the Pool house, resulting in the split door needing to be replaced.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the Buyout properties have been mowed again.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Broome County Health Department conducted their annual inspection on July 9 and stated that the Town received “one of the best reports.”  She added that new software for the water billing will be utilized in the near future.  Mr. Finch asked about the auto-readers and Mr. Delamarter responded that 60 have been installed so far and added that they work very well.  He stated that his department has more auto-readers to install.
REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports may be obtained in the office of the Town Clerk.)

OLD BUSINESS:
DRAINAGE ISSUES/SPILLWAY & CUDDEBACK DRIVE

Town Engineer Dan Griffiths reported that he met with representatives from the Susquehanna Valley School District regarding the spillway in the Donnelly Wetlands and added that the school district agreed to provide maintenance of the spillway.  He suggested replacing the culvert in Schnurbusch Park, which currently is only capable of handling a one-year storm, while maintaining Carlin Creek as it is and adding an emergency swale.  Mr. Griffiths stated that he is not sure whether or not the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) will approve of this plan.  “If the river comes up, it will flood,” stated Mr. Griffiths, adding that flap gates cannot be utilized because there is too big a flow of water involved.  He distributed drawings of the Carlin Creek watershed to facilitate discussion of the Town’s options for mitigating flooding in the park and surrounding areas.
Returning to the topic of the spillway in the Donnelly Wetlands, Supervisor Preston stated that “SV has done all it can.”  She stated that the Town still has the $330,000 grant received through Congressman Maurice Hinchey’s office, but added that if work is done on small, private properties, a drainage district must be created.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town cannot go onto private property to fix drainage problems.  She added that residents of the Carol Court/David Drive area must stop dumping grass clippings in the areas intended to facilitate drainage.  Mr. Finch added that the drainage should run parallel to the railroad tracks.
Mr. Griffiths will work with the DEC on plans for mitigation in the Cuddeback Drive area and will work with the school district on cleaning the secondary spillway in the Donnelly Wetlands.  He stated that the long term goal in the David Drive area, after it is cleaned out, would be to install a 15-inch culvert with a flap gate.  Supervisor Preston stated that a drainage district must be created before this goal could be achieved.
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RESO 2009-178:  ACCEPT DONATION/$3,000/BILL, JIM & MARK GORGOS & FAMILIES/DISC GOLF/FLOYD MAINES COMMUNITY CENTER GROUNDS
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts a donation, account code A2705, in the amount of $3,000.00 from Bill, Jim, and Mark Gorgos and families, with the 
donation to be used towards the cost of installing a Disc Golf facility to be located on the grounds of the Floyd Maines Community Center.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

12 WOODCREST WAY

Supervisor Preston reported that letters have been sent to the property owners, who live out of state, but added that the property was recently taken in foreclosure by a bank located in California.  She added that a letter has been sent to this bank, and the Town will wait for the bank to pay the Town, as it did in the case of the “bat house” on Stillwater Road, before taking action to remove this flood damaged structure.

2010 CONKLIN ROAD/JUNKYARD

Supervisor Preston stated that Town Attorneys Mark Gorgos and Angel Aton are working on the issues with the junkyard located at 2010 Conklin Road and added that discussion of this topic will be held over until the September 8 Town Board meeting.

WATER DISTRICT 6

Supervisor Preston explained that the Town has approximately $70,000 left of the money borrowed to create Water District 6 and added that the Town has eleven years left to pay on the bond.  She explained that she will take this extra $70,000, which can only be used to pay down the bond, divide it by eleven and apply it against the debt service.  Supervisor Preston stated that this will decrease taxes by 10% for residents of Water District 6.
PRICE RITE AUTO
Mr. Finch commented that he thinks Price Rite Auto should be forced to put up the boundary fence around their operation immediately.  Attorney Angel Aton replied that the Planning Board has given the owners of Price Rite Auto twelve months to put up the fence, so the Town Board has no legal standing to force the fence to be put up sooner.  She added that the Town Counsel and the Planning Board were unaware that the Town Board wanted the fence up sooner than one year, so it was not included in the conditions for approval.  She stated that the Town Board cannot change the conditions now, adding that the owners have met the site plan conditions and are not in violation of the Town Code.  Ms. Aton added that no Town Board members were present at the Planning Board meeting at which the decision for approval of Price Rite Auto was voted upon.  She added that the one year time frame is similar to approvals given in other cases and added that the Town Board cannot challenge this condition unless the situation is deemed unsafe.  Ms. Aton stated that the Planning Board is independent of the Town Board and has the final authority, except in cases involving the Corporate Park, such as Impress USA.  She stated that the Town Board can make recommendations to the Planning Board but the Planning Board does not have to listen.  Ms. Aton cautioned the Town Board that if they took all responsibility for the Planning Board cases, and had authority to overturn the Planning Board’s decisions, the Town Board would be forced to hear all cases brought before the Planning Board.  She added that requiring that the fence be put up sooner than the one year time limit given by the Planning Board may not even be a proper condition because this is not required of other applicants.
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Supervisor Preston suggested that the Town Board, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals meet once a year to “make sure all are on the same page” with different issues.  Ms. Aton reiterated that the Town Board can make recommendations but that is the extent of their control over Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals decisions.

VANDALISM/TOWN POOL & COMMUNITY CENTER
Supervisor Preston spoke about the recent vandalism that occurred at the Town Pool and at the Community Center and added that all claims have been submitted to the Town’s insurance carrier and Mr. Delamarter has filed a report with the New York State Police.  She stated that lights are now being left on all night at the Community Center to discourage vandals, at a cost of $32 per month for the lights to be left burning for 10 hours per night.  Supervisor Preston added that she is awaiting a quote from Time Warner regarding a security system for the Community Center.

NATURAL GAS HOOKUP/COMMUNITY CENTER
Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has grant money that can be used to hook up natural gas to the Community Center.  She stated that NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas Corporation) was contacted but wanted $7,200 to hook up the natural gas, which she stated was too expensive.  Mr. Latting’s department will dig the necessary trench from Conklin Road to the Community Center and the concrete and line will be laid free of charge.  Binghamton Heating and Air Conditioning will charge $3,300 to hook up the natural gas into the building and change all of the fixtures to natural gas.

(Break 8:05 P.M. – 8:10 P.M.)

NEW BUSINESS:

2010 BUDGET OVERVIEW/SALES TAX DISCUSSION

Supervisor Preston gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 2010 Budget and discussed the sales tax issue regarding Broome County.  At the end of her presentation, she distributed the tentative 2010 Budget to the Town Board.  Highlights of the presentation, a printed copy of which is included in the official Minutes Book, included an explanation of categories of the budget, the process through which the budget is created, and anticipated costs and revenues.  She stated that the “proposed general budget will see an increase in appropriations (expenses) of $54,756 and a decrease in revenues of $46,500.”  Some of the items covered by the General Fund include all expenses for all departments, including some Highway Department expenses that are by law included in the General Fund, increase in utilities, increase in State retirement contribution, and increase in insurance (not including health insurance).  General Fund anticipated revenues come from property taxes and sales tax revenue, as the two largest sources, and park permits, Community Center rentals, building permits, pool revenues, sale of equipment, and a percentage of mortgage tax, as well as franchise fees from Time Warner.  Supervisor Preston predicted a decrease in revenue due to the poor economic conditions.  She stated that one positive note is the change in the PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) program in the Corporate Park, which will see “one or two businesses going to 75% from 50%, and also one new business that is totally up and running which we will now see tax revenue from.”
Supervisor Preston stated that the Town lost over $7.5 million in assessed value after the 2006 Flood but added that the Town has made up “most of that deficit” and is now down only about $2.5 million due to the loss.

Supervisor Preston explained the costs that are covered by the Highway Fund and stated that the “proposed budget for the Highway Department will see a decrease in appropriations (spending) of $16,933.00 and a decrease in revenues of $64,180.00.”  She explained that items covered by the Highway Fund include debt payments on equipment, personnel and benefits, fuel, sand and salt, blacktop, oil, stone, and other materials, pipes for culvert work, and anything else required to run the department.  Supervisor Preston explained that the two largest sources of revenue for 
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the Highway Department are property tax and sales tax, and added that the decrease in revenue is “due to the anticipated shortfall of sales tax revenue.”

Supervisor Preston explained the special districts formed by the Water and Sewer Districts.  She stated that the “appropriations (expenses) for 2010 is a decrease of $23,520.00 for Water District #1” and “for Water District #6 is an increase of $8,976.00.”  Water revenues for Water District #1 are expected to decrease by $7,720.00 from 2009, while revenues from Water District #6 are expected to increase by $7,620.00 from 2009.  Supervisor Preston explained that expenses for the Water Districts include chemicals, utilities, personnel and benefits, and maintenance items.  She explained that Water revenues are received from users based on usage plus a basic fee which is kept in a separate fund for major repairs or upgrades.
Supervisor Preston explained that the largest expense for the Sewer District is the required payment to the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board, although she noted that the Board has submitted its 2010 Budget and has decreased user fees.  She added that she also transferred some of the personnel expenses from Water to Sewer Districts, since a lot of the personnel’s time is spent dealing with issues with the sewer stations.  Sewer revenues are received from users, based on water usage, plus a basic fee which is kept in a separate fund for major repairs or upgrades.
Supervisor Preston stated that the health care insurance, if the same plan were to be maintained, would cost an increase of 15% in the cost of health care coverage.  She stated that she has analyzed different plans and has found a different plan than the one currently used, which, she added, has some advantages, but will require an increase in co-payments by Town employees, but which will save the Town $24,000.00.  Supervisor Preston stated that over the last five years, by switching health insurance plans, the Town has saved over $125,000.00.  She noted that Town of Conklin employees contribute 21% toward their health care insurance.

Supervisor Preston stated that the increase in the Town’s required contribution to the New York State Retirement program will be approximately 40% over what was required in 2009, mostly due to the problems experienced on Wall Street.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Parks Department cut 2% from its budget for 2010, the Water Department cut 25%, the Highway Department cut 14%, and most other departments cut between .5% and 4%.  She thanked the department heads for their cooperation and hard work.  Supervisor Preston stated that some “big ticket” items in the 2010 Budget include funds for the purchase of a new truck for the Highway Department, in accordance with the current replacement plan, and funds for mitigation against flooding in the Schnurbusch Park and Berota Court areas.

The Fire Department has not yet approved its budget for 2010, so the Town does not have information regarding that budget at this time.  Supervisor Preston explained that the eleven light districts throughout the Town are special districts which are financed by the residents who live in and benefit from these light districts.  She added that “each district’s tax rate is a little different based on where they are located and the number of lights in that district.”

Supervisor Preston stated that she does not foresee any “substantial tax increase in General or Highway” Funds, “even though we will see less revenues and a little more in appropriations (expenses).”  She noted that she has put money from the Fund Balance “against the money to be raised by taxes in order to cut what the taxpayers would have to pay out.”  Another way Supervisor Preston has saved the Town money has been to pay off any debt that the Town could pay and to refinance any remaining debt for a cheaper rate of interest whenever possible.  She also projects no increases in water and sewer rates for 2010.  Supervisor Preston summed it up by saying, “You may ask – is it being fiscally responsible not to raise taxes at least by 1 to 2%.  My answer to that today is no, but with all of the increases in fees by New York State, increases in food, fuel, and just about everything else needed to live, this year is the year that I feel the residents need a break.”
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Supervisor Preston stated that the one thing that could create a huge issue with the budget is the discussion over Broome County’s share of sales tax revenue.  She explained that the municipalities in Broome County now face the possibility of the County “taking a bigger share of our sales tax money to offset their shortfall.”  She stated that if this occurs, “everything we have done to prepare ourselves for these difficult times will be thrown out the window.”  Supervisor Preston stated that if the County moves to take more of the sales tax revenue, the Town of Conklin will “lose anywhere from approximately $40,000 to $80,000 in sales tax revenue and will have no choice but to raise taxes.”  She added that this would be very unfair to leaders who have enacted responsible budgets but that it would be especially unfair to the taxpayers.  Supervisor Preston stated that she has already anticipated a decrease of 4.67% in sales tax revenue for 2010, without any change in the percentage taken by Broome County.
Supervisor Preston explained the flow of sales tax revenue, which is currently 8%, in Broome County.  Of the 8%, 4% goes directly to New York State.  Of the remaining 4%, Broome County takes 25% off the top, then 50% of the balance.  The remainder is divided between the municipalities of Broome County, based on population.  The Town of Conklin’s share of this is approximately 1.11%.  Using actual number examples, Supervisor Preston demonstrated how another 2.5% or 5% increase in the percentage of the sales tax revenue taken by Broome County would force an increase in taxes of 3-7% in the Town of Conklin.  “This cannot happen,” stated Supervisor Preston.  “I, along with my fellow elected officials in the towns and villages, will work to fight this.”  She added that Broome County had anticipated false revenue.
Supervisor Preston concluded her presentation by stating, “I feel that the 2010 Budget that I am submitting to the Town Board is a fiscally responsible budget and at the same time gives the taxpayers a break, at least for this year.  This doesn’t mean that it won’t be tight.  The 2010 Budget will be our toughest yet and we can only hope for a turn around in our economy.  I would like to again thank all of the department heads for their help with this budget.”

OUTSIDE STORAGE LEGISLATION

Supervisor Preston stated that the need for stricter, broader legislation governing outside storage was raised at the last Zoning Board of Appeals meeting.  She added that perhaps the legislation would be expanded to include commercial and residential areas, as well as the industrial areas currently covered under the law.  Attorney Aton is working on this proposed legislation.
RESO 2009-179:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/JULY 1-30, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8875, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $222.20 to Debra A. Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period of July 1 through July 30, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.
RESO 2009-180:  CLOSE & TRANSFER REMAINING FUNDS FROM COMPLETED 2006 HIGHWAY ROADS & BRIDGES FLOOD FUND (HH) TO FOLLOWING FUNDS

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin closes and transfers the remaining funds from the completed 2006 Highway Roads & Bridges Flood Fund (HH) to the following funds, effective July 31, 2009:



General  Fund (A)



$  21,420.65



Highway Fund (DA)



$134,876.87


Total Transferred



$156,297.52
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Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that this is money from FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) and added that the money put into the General Fund will be used for legal fees, interest, and engineering costs.

RESO 2009-181:  AUTHORIZE ALLOCATION/5% OF ALL WATER PERSONNEL WAGES & NYS RETIREMENT COST INCURRED WITHIN WATER (SW) FUND TO WATER 6 (SW6) FUND, EFFECTIVE 1-1-2009 – 12-31-2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes allocation of 5% of all Water Personnel wages and New York State Retirement cost incurred with the Water (SW) Fund to the Water 6 (SW6) Fund, effective January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-182:  AUTHORIZE ALLOCATION/25% OF ALL WATER PERSONNEL WAGES & NYS RETIREMENT COST INCURRED WITHIN WATER (SW) FUND TO SEWER (SS1) FUND, EFFECTIVE 1-1-2009 – 12-31-2009
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes allocation of 25% of all Water Personnel wages and New York State Retirement cost incurred within the Water (SW) Fund to the Sewer (SS1) Fund, effective January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-183:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER STATED AMOUNT TO STATED ACCOUNT
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amount to the stated account as of July 31, 2009 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-184:  AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATION OF TRANSFERRED AMOUNT FROM CLOSING OF HH FUND

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the appropriation of the transferred amount from the closing of the HH Fund (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 11, 2009

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-185:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #628-723 FOR 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the payment of the following claims #628 - #723 for the year 2009 in the total amount of $133,337.78:




General



$  48,953.73




Highway



    31,644.17




Light Districts



      2,070.36




Sewer District 1


    44,104.28




Sewer District 2, 4, 5


      1,354.70




Water District



      4,687.54




Water District 6


           82.50




Buyouts HB



         440.50



Total




$133,337.78

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MUNICIPAL SOLUTIONS

Supervisor Preston stated that she will be saving the Town the $909 charged by Municipal Solutions to find the best interest rates for bonds and investments by doing this task herself.
CONSULTANTS/VERIZON BILLS
Supervisor Preston reported that the consulting firm hired by the Town to examine the Town’s Verizon bills found $4,863.81 in overpayment by the Town to Verizon.  This will result in a decrease of $58.00 per month in the Town’s Verizon bill.  The cost to hire the consulting firm was $3,500.00.

“PASTABILITIES”/DISCOVERY CENTER FUNDRAISER

Attorney Aton thanked the Town Board for their support and invited them to purchase tickets to the “Pastabilities” fundraiser for the Discovery Center, to be held Thursday, August 13, 2009, from 6:30 to 10:30 P.M. at Recreation Park in Binghamton.  Supervisor Preston will be one of the guest chefs.  In response to a question as to whether the funds raised would be used to repair the damage caused by recent vandalism at the Story Garden at the Discovery Center, Ms. Aton replied that the Story Garden is currently owned by the Junior League, although at some point it could be given to the Discovery Center.
FLU CLINIC

Mr. Francisco reported that the annual Flu Clinic will be held at the Community Center on a Wednesday in October this year.  The date will be announced when the plans are finalized.

GRASS/POWERS ROAD & CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Jones if he had sent a letter to Mr. Rusty Luce regarding his lot on the corner of Powers Road and Conklin Road, which is in violation of the Grass Law.
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AUTOMATIC LIGHTS

Mr. Finch asked about the automatic lights in the Court Room, which turn off if there is no movement for a certain amount of time.  Supervisor Preston stated that these automatic lights are used in all of the offices in the Town Hall.  Mr. Finch then asked if these lights could be installed at the Community Center.  Mr. Francisco will research this possibility.  He noted that sensors cost $70.00 each, and added that NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority) will offer a rebate for ceiling mounts.
2009-2010 CONSERVATION LICENSES
Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs reported that the 2009-2010 Conservation licenses will go on sale on August 17, 2009.  She added that the fees have increased on all licenses and the age at which a person is considered “senior” for the senior discount has been moved from age 65 to age 70.  For most license classes, the $10.00 application fee for a doe permit is not being waived by New York State this year.

UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM/TOWN AUDIT

Supervisor Preston reported that the Unified Court System of New York State is requesting a Town Audit.  She added that Cheryl DiStefano of Vieira & Associates conducted an audit in early 2009, and the Town can forward a copy of this report to the Unified Court System.

RESO 2009-186:  AUTHORIZE/SEND COPY OF 2008 TOWN AUDIT TO UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM/NYS

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes a copy of the 2008 Town of Conklin Audit to be sent to the New York State Unified Court System.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

COMMUNITY PICNIC

Supervisor Preston reminded those present that the final Concert in the Park and Community Picnic will be held at Schnurbusch Park at 6:00 P.M. on August 26, 2009.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE/COMMUNITY CENTER

Supervisor Preston reminded those present that the Red Cross will be conducting a Blood Drive at the Community Center from 2:30 until 6:30 P.M. on August 25, 2009.

RESO 2009-187:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 9:08 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 9:08 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.
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A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2009-188:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 9:53 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-189:  APPOINT SHARON PLATT/FILL VACANCY ON PLANNING BOARD/REMAINDER OF RAYMOND EDMISTER’S TERM/EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Sharon Platt to fill the vacancy on the Planning Board created by Raymond “Tom” Edmister’s resignation, for the remainder of Mr. Edmister’s term, with the appointment to be effective immediately.  Mrs. Platt’s term will run from August 11, 2009, through December 31, 2011.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 9:56 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
