REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
APRIL 14, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on April 14, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Town Engineer

Dan Griffiths




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston




Planning Board

Tom Edmister

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Nadine Hogan








David Hogan








Ruth Joyner








Ralph Pfaffendorf








Marilyn Pfaffendorf








Laurie Francisco




Mike Wasko


Kelly Buckland




John Colley


Bonnie Tolomei




Angelo Tolomei

Jim Clapper




Ruth Mras


Francis Mras




Charles M. Scarantino

Kimberly Seidel




Nancy Leitner


Ruth Covert




Mary Harris


Kim Mitchell




Christina Dean

Dee Nevins




Joe Bartosik


Dolly Stout




Danny B. Stone

Nancy L. Cunningham




Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.
Dorothy Kosinski
RESO 2009-109:  COMMEMORATE SURVIVORS & VICTIMS/AMERICAN CIVIC ASSOCIATION SHOOTING/APRIL 3, 2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


“WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, and the residents of the Town of Conklin, were deeply saddened and horrified by the senseless act of violence that occurred on April 3, 2009, at the American Civic Center and the resulting loss of life and trauma to the survivors, and


WHEREAS, the residents of the Town of Conklin have personally experienced the incredible community strength and shared purpose of rebuilding broken lives when volunteers and communities in this area have responded to previous heart wrenching events,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, on behalf of all its residents, extends its deepest sympathies and condolences to all of the families of the victims of the American Civic Association tragedy, and extends its appreciation and admiration to the government officials and law enforcement personnel for their professional response, and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board recognizes and admires the brave and courageous actions of so many of the individuals within that terrifying scene, including the heroic actions of receptionist Shirley DeLucia, a resident of the Town of Conklin, who has admirably resisted any efforts to gain notoriety, but who is deserving of our respect and gratitude for her courage and bravery in the face of terror.  The symbol of courage of the Shirley DeLucia’s of this world and the seeds of hope and light left with their families by the victims of the tragedy, have already conquered the darkness of that day.”

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
MINUTES:  MARCH 24, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Francisco moved that the March 24, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes be approved as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, Highway Superintendent, Water and Sewer Superintendent, Code Officer, and Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of the Supervisor’s Report, a copy of which will be available in both the Town Clerk’s office and in the office of the Assistant to the Supervisor.  As requested by the Town Board, individual copies of this report will not be distributed to the Town Board members.  Copies of all of these reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

UPDATE/BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATOR 6TH DISTRICT/SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA
Broome County Legislator, 6th District, Suzanne Gorman Messina stated that the Legislature is still seeking input from residents regarding the question of whether properties taken over by the County and sold at public auction should be sold with or without mineral rights.  She stated that this topic will probably be included on the agenda at the Legislature’s May meeting.
Ms. Messina asked Supervisor Preston about grant approval regarding the green space properties.  Supervisor Preston stated that she would return to this topic following the Public Hearing scheduled for 7:05 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING STRUCTURE DEEMED UNSAFE/LOCATED AT 12 WOODCREST WAY

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, the declaration of the structure located at 12 Woodcrest Way, owned by Richard F. and Lisa M. Zeh, to be unsafe under the Town Code Unsafe Structures Law.
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Town Counsel Mark Gorgos explained that the structure located at 12 Woodcrest Way had been deemed dangerous and unsafe under the Unsafe Structures Law by the Town Board, with consideration of recommendations by the Town Code Officer and Town Engineer.  The owners and the two banks with interest in the property were notified, as required by law, but only one of these two banks was able to be served.  Since the second mortgage holder was not able to be served, the Town Board cannot authorize demolition of the structure until this second bank is served.

Mr. Finch asked if the structure is secured, which Supervisor Preston stated is not the case, and asked if it could be boarded up to prevent access and possible injury.  Supervisor Preston stated that the structure will be boarded up.

RESO 2009-110:  ADJOURN PUBLIC HEARING/12 WOODCREST WAY/UNTIL JUNE 23, 2009 AT 7:30 P.M.

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adjourns the Public Hearing regarding the unsafe structure located at 12 Woodcrest Way, owned by Richard F. and Lisa M. Zeh, until June 23, 2009, at 7:30 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing adjourned at 7:10 P.M.

LEGISLATOR MESSINA (CONT.)
Legislator Messina stated that the proposal to accept the grant for Broome County to buy property at 140 Stillwater Road and a property on Harding Avenue (JR Boulevard) in the Town of Conklin has “gone through committee.”  The properties would be purchased through the Broome County Buyout Program, with money from a grant from SEMO (State Emergency Management Office), and then would be deeded over to the Town of Conklin.
Supervisor Preston asked about a Five-Year and Ten-Year Plan for the Broome County Arena and the Forum.  Legislator Messina replied that Legislator Jerry Marinich is pushing for this plan and it should be on the agenda for the April meeting of the Legislature.  Ms. Messina stated that these are “quality of life venues, not moneymakers.”  Mr. Minoia asked if vendors for events at the Arena and the Forum already charge the fees which were discussed at the last Town Board meeting, so that ticket prices are the same in other comparable venues as they are in Binghamton.  Ms. Messina explained that this is the case, with the $2 user fee going to the vendor or promoter if the County does not collect it.  She stated that Broome County assessing a $2.00 user fee will have “no impact on ticket prices” since ticket purchasers are already paying the user fee within their ticket prices.  Ms. Messina added that the Legislature asked the vendors if they will refrain from raising ticket prices if there is no user fee assessed and the reply was, “Obviously not.”
Supervisor Preston stated that the media had been “misleading” on this issue, and Ms. Messina agreed.  Ms. Messina reiterated, “It shouldn’t impact ticket prices, although vendors have the final control.”

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that the new street signs with the new names of JR Boulevard and MacGeorge Avenue have arrived and will be installed at the beginning of the work day on May 1, 2009, when the new names become effective.
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Mr. Latting stated that the spring clean-up is going well and that the “community is very responsive.”  He added that the tire drop-off has been very productive and added that his department is already using a second dumpster for steel.
Mr. Latting stated that the Highway Department has completed three full rounds of street sweeping, including the outlying areas of the Town, and has completed sod cleanup left by snow plowing damage.  He stated that his department is “ahead of the game.”

RESO 2009-111:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/ATTEND ANNUAL HIGHWAY SCHOOL/ITHACA, NEW YORK/JUNE 1-3, 2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to attend the annual Highway School to be held in Ithaca, New York, June 1 through 3, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Department and Parks Department Superintendent Tom Delamarter stated that the Town parks are open and the sports teams are practicing.  He stated that he would like to bring back the Youth Work Site Program, in which the Town has participated in the past.  This program, part of the Broome-Tioga Workforce, provides youth aged 14-20 with jobs.  He added that there is no liability to the Town from participation in this program.

RESO 2009-112:  AUTHORIZE PARKS SUPERINTENDENT/ENTER AGREEMENT/WORKFORCE NEW YORK/PROVIDE JOBS FOR YOUTH AGED 14-20/SUMMER 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Parks Superintendent to enter an agreement with Workforce New York to provide jobs for youth aged 14 to 20 for Summer 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Delamarter reported that he and Mr. Bullock discussed replanting some trees along the borders of Shawsville Cemetery.  He reported that the burial for Harriet Merrill took place in Shawsville Cemetery last month.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the new water meter readers have been delivered and the software will be installed on April 15.  He stated that it is time for the five-year inspection of the Town water tanks on Ahern Road and Stewart Road, and noted that the vendors who installed the two water tanks will also provide inspectors for the tanks.  Mr. Delamarter stated that divers are sent to perform inspections inside the tanks as well as outside the tanks.

RESO 2009-113:  AUTHORIZE WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT/ATTEND ANNUAL NYWA CLASS/SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK/MAY 11-14, 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Water and Sewer Superintendent to attend the annual New York Water Association class to be held May 11 through 14, 2009, in Saratoga Springs, New York.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that on April 20, 2009, the first phase of shut-offs of water service for non-payment of water bills will begin.  She stated that originally the Town was owed $32,000 in back payments, with the amount now decreased to $11,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that 64 people will be affected by the shut-offs.
REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued six building reports in March and added that work is “picking up.”  He stated that his office researched the background material for the FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Community Rating System, and stated that he worked with Town Engineer Dan Griffiths to complete the annual MS4 Stormwater Runoff Compliance Report.  In addition, Mr. Jones stated that he has been following outstanding building permits.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

PROBLEMS WITH CONSOLIDATION
Mr. Hal Cole stated that the preceding reports were reasons to work against consolidation of services, noting that residents would “lose the immediacy” of reports within their towns if consolidation occurred.  He stated that the department heads do a “great job,” adding that the “Code Officer has a thankless job.”

Mr. Cole suggested that Supervisor Preston move the Public Comments portion of the Board meeting farther back on the agenda.  She stated that she will establish a second section of Public Comments at the end of each meeting.
Mr. Cole commented to Legislator Messina that he felt that clarification was needed in the media regarding the fees and ticket prices for the Arena and the Forum.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 3, 2009

“A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 62, ENTITLED ‘BRUSH, GRASS, AND WEEDS,’ OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:30 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed Local Law 3, 2009, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 62, Entitled ‘Brush, Grass, and Weeds,’ of the Code of the Town of Conklin.”
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Supervisor Preston thanked Attorney Angel Aton of Coughlin & Gerhart for her work on the local law.   Mr. Gorgos explained that a subcommittee including Ms. Aton, Mr. Finch, and Mr. Minoia had met to work out revisions to the proposed law, which basically states that if grass and weeds are allowed to grow “out of control” to the point at which they present a hazard to the public health, welfare, or safety, the property owner must bring the property into compliance or the Town can go onto the property and remove the vegetation and charge the property owner for the cleanup of the property.
Mr. John Colley of Millburn Drive stated that some parts of his property are so wet in the spring that they cannot be mowed and asked if this would mean he is subject to this proposed law.  Mr. Finch replied that the “threat to public health, welfare, and safety” is to be determined by the Code Officer and would not be an issue for Mr. Colley.
Mr. Hal Cole commented that the language in the first paragraph of the proposed law should be simplified and asked why vacant lots would need to be cut, asking that “someone show me how these are detrimental to public health.”  He stated that the word “welfare” be added to paragraph 2 for consistency.  Mr. Cole also questioned whether the grass, brush, or weeds needs to be “cut to six inches” or “maintained” at six inches.  He questioned whether, once the vegetation is cut to six inches in height, and is no longer a “threat to public health, welfare, and safety,” it could grow and then be cut back again to six inches.  Supervisor Preston stated that the purpose of the law requires proof that there is some threat to public health, welfare, or safety, noting that the law is not intended for neighbors to use as a nuisance against their neighbors.

Mr. Gorgos stated that in paragraph 1, the language between “Town of Conklin” and “where there is deemed by the Enforcement Officer” will be removed, and the word “welfare” will be added to paragraph two.  He reiterated that the key component of the law is “if deemed by the Code Officer,” who will make the determination of whether or not a threat to public health, welfare, or safety is present in a particular situation.  Mr. Gorgos pointed out that, as amended, the proposed law will apply to all zones within the Town of Conklin.  Mr. Cole replied that the only part of the Town that will be actually affected is any part that is a “threat to public health, welfare, or safety.”
Mr. Dan Stone of River Road asked if the law would apply to the lot on Conklin Road that has “never been mowed” and which he states includes areas of poison ivy.  Supervisor Preston stated that the law does not apply in this situation because the lot has “always been like that.”  Mr. Stone asked about the bicyclists that frequent the lot, questioning whether it presents a threat to the bicyclists, and Supervisor Preston stated that the law does not apply.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:48 P.M.

RESO 2009-114:  ADOPT LOCAL LAW 3, 2009
“A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 62, ENTITLED ‘BRUSH, GRASS, AND WEEDS,’ OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adopts Local Law 3, 2009, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 62, Entitled ‘Brush, Grass, and Weeds,’ of the Code of the Town of Conklin.”

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
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TOWN OF CONKLIN DISASTER PLAN/NIMS

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town of Conklin Disaster Plan for the National Incident Management System (NIMS) has been completed and she distributed binders with a copy of the plan to each Board member and to the Town Clerk.  The Conklin Volunteer Fire Department has also received a copy of the Disaster Plan.
ICS TRAINING

Supervisor Preston stated that she has completed levels 100 and 200 of the Incident Command System (ICS) Training and added that many other Town officials and department heads have completed or are working on completing this training, including Code Officer Robert Jones, Assistant to the Supervisor Lisa Houston, Councilmen Chuck Francisco, Gary Bullock, and Jim Finch, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter, and Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting.
Mr. Finch asked about a warning system, which was discussed after the 2006 Flood.  Supervisor Preston stated that Broome County Emergency Services utilizes a reverse 9-1-1 warning system, but added that residents must register to receive this warning.  Mr. Finch asked about the possibility of utilizing the fire sirens and Fire Chief George Frailey stated that members of the Fire Department could manually trip the fire sirens in the event of an emergency, adding that the public would have to be forewarned about this method of communication and noting that drills should be conducted to familiarize the public with the emergency signal.

FLOYD L. MAINES COMMUNITY CENTER

Supervisor Preston stated that she has received comments from a Fire Department official stating that the department is not pleased about being charged $200 by the Town to hold the Fire Department’s annual dinner-dance at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center in February.  She stated that her rationale for charging the department $200 rental fee is the fact that this was a private event, not a public fundraiser.  She noted that even Town employees do not get a discount on rental fees for the facility.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town Board must determine what the purpose of the Community Center should be.  She stated that in a meeting which she attended with Mr. Latting, Mr. Delamarter, Mr. Francisco, and two officials of the Fire Department, one of the Fire Department officials asked, “What will it cost if the Fire Department charges the Town to use its equipment to change light bulbs in the park and the Town Hall?”  Supervisor Preston stated that she construed this question as a threat.  She stated that she priced the cost of having the bulbs changed and found that it would be $400 to $500, adding that she “hopes for the sake of the taxpayers it will never come to that.”

Supervisor Preston reiterated that the event is question was “not a fundraiser.”  Fire Chief George Frailey stated that it is “only a few people” in the Fire Department who are upset with the $200 charge and stated that the department has “no problem paying” the amount.  He added that the Fire Department official “spoke out of turn and doesn’t represent the Fire Department.”  Mr. Bullock, a member of the Fire Department for many years, stated, “It is fair to charge the Fire Department.  There are no breaks for employees.”

Supervisor Preston stated that there were some bills not approved by the Town Board for purchases of utensils and other supplies for the Community Center and noted that the Conklin Fair Committee had paid these bills.  She stated that many businesses have start-up business expenses in their first year and noted that the Community Center has not been open even a year until May.  Supervisor Preston stated that rentals of the facility will pay for utilities.

CONKLIN SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB/BUS TRIP/TURNING STONE CASINO

In response to questions concerning the recent bus trip to the Turning Stone Casino by the Conklin Seniors Club, trip organizer Nancy Cunningham explained that 13 out of the 39 people who went on the trip were residents of the Town of Conklin.  She stated that the rest of those who went on the trip were mostly members of the Conklin Seniors Club, with five guests, who 
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each paid an extra $10.  Mrs. Cunningham stated that the Club collected $120 from bus trips in 2008.  She added, “No one goes for free.  Only the bus is free.”  Mrs. Cunningham noted that these trips are well advertised and any Town of Conklin resident is welcome to go on the trips.  Mr. Finch stated that Town of Conklin residents should have precedence.  Mrs. Cunningham agreed to ask the Town Clerk to post notices about upcoming trips on her bulletin board.  She stated that the Club uses a 46-passenger bus.
Mrs. Dolly Kosinski stated, “We did this same thing before and that’s how we’ve been doing it.”  She added that the officers of the Club are mostly residents of the Town of Binghamton.
Mr. Charles Scarantino, President of the Conklin Seniors Club, stated that when the Club met at the Castle, it had 65 to 70 members.  He stated that since the Club meetings moved to the Community Center, the membership has increased to more than 150.  Of these, he added, 70 members are residents of the Town of Conklin.  Mr. Scarantino explained that each member pays annual dues of $5.00, totaling $750.  From this $750, he explained, the Club provides two scholarships to graduating seniors from Susquehanna Valley High School and a donation to the CHOW (Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse) program.  He stated that this leaves the Club about $300 per year in working capital, and added that the Club “can’t afford to rent the Community Center.”  Mr. Scarantino stated that the order of priority for bus trips is:  paid Club members who are residents of the Town of Conklin, then non-members of the Club who are residents of the Town of Conklin, then “outsiders” last, even if they are Club members.

Mrs. Bonnie Tolomei of Corbettsville added that each member of the Club must buy or sell $10 worth of tickets for the Club’s Town Fair booth.

NFIP (NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM)/RATING SYSTEM
Supervisor Preston stated that she is still working with the NFIP (National Flood Insurance Program) to secure a better flood rating for the Town of Conklin and so decrease the cost of flood insurance for residents.

HOBART STONE BARRIER PROJECT
Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Gorgos has been in communication with Mr. James Hobart regarding the barrier to be installed between Hobart Stone and the adjoining Julius Rogers Park, and added that progress is being made.

SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT UPDATE
Supervisor Preston stated that she is awaiting a report regarding the possibility of utilizing solar energy in Town-owned buildings to help defray the cost of utilities.  She added that this discussion will be held over until the April 28, 2009 Town Board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
TOWN HALL LIGHTING

Mr. Francisco presented information on the possibility of updating lighting technology in the Town Hall to provide better lighting at less cost than is currently being experienced.  He added that when the Town Hall was built in 2002, the lighting technology used was the latest technology of the day, but explained that more efficient lighting technology has been developed over the last few years.

Mr. Francisco stated that most “troffers” could consist of two tubes with high output ballasts and high performance lamps.  He stated that the Town Board would need to consider the cost of installation as well as the long-term savings.  Mr. Francisco stated that through NYSERDA (New York State Energy Research and Development Authority), the Town could “get its own money back.”
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Mr. Francisco stated that potential advantages to a technology upgrade could be realized in the office areas, although not in the Board Room, Court Room, or Atrium.  He stated that a five year payback could be realized, or, including the cost of the electricity, a seven year payback.  Mr. Francisco stated that the new lighting technology has a longer life expectancy.  He stated that the meeting room in the Castle has first generation lights, and therefore could realize a savings through upgrading the lighting, although the room has limited use.  Mr. Francisco stated that this room would see a two year payback, and reiterated that the life expectancy of the lighting would be longer.
Supervisor Preston asked about the lighting at the Community Center and Mr. Francisco stated that the lights at the Community Center could be replaced and added that the room would probably receive “more light from two new light bulbs than from three old ones.”  He stated that he has samples of new “can” lights with dimmers ordered so that he can determine whether or not they would be applicable for the Town.  Mr. Francisco stated that these new lights would save $.14 per kilowatt hour.  He stated that the four outside corners of the Community Center are lit with lights monitored by an electric “eye,” while the rest of the outside lights are on timers, which he adjusts to accommodate changes in the number of hours of daylight available.

Supervisor Preston stated she believes the Town should look at replacing lights in the Community Center and the Castle, and in the Town Hall offices, “a little at a time.”  Mr. Francisco added that NYSERDA will “let you break down the job.”  He estimated that $250 per year could be saved in the expense of lighting the Town Hall offices.  Mr. Francisco stated that the total cost would be approximately $1,000 but the life expectancy would be thirteen years.

Mr. Bullock asked if this is a fixed cost.  Mr. Finch commented that the project would need to be put out to bid.  Mr. Bullock asked about the possibility of utilizing solar power in the Town Hall and Supervisor Preston reiterated that she is awaiting a report on that possibility.  Mr. Francisco added that a Solar Energy Symposium will be held at the Binghamton Regency on April 28, 2009.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town needs more specific prices.  Mr. Minoia asked if there are “can” lights at the Town Hall and Mr. Francisco replied that there are “can” lights at the Community Center.
ROAD DAMAGE ASSESSMENT STUDY

Supervisor Preston reported that Mr. Latting and Town Engineer Dan Griffiths are working on the Road Damage Assessment Study.

INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT/STUDY OF SEWER BILLING

Supervisor Preston reported that the various municipalities are signing the inter-municipal agreement to hire Young Sommer LLP to research the billing to the municipalities by the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board.

MINING ISSUES

Mr. Finch stated that there are issues regarding the mining on the Garbade property on State Line Road, adding that there are “200 acres torn up.”  He asked who holds the mining permits and wanted to know what the exact specifications of the permits are.  Mr. Jones replied that he has contacted the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) regarding this issue and is awaiting a response from the DEC.

RESO 2009-115:  ACCEPT NYS GRANT TM08526-01/$5,000/PURCHASE VARIOUS SMALL EQUIPMENT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts New York State Grant TM08526-01, account code A410, in the amount of $5,000 to use for the purchase of various small equipment.
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Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-116:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA A. PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/MARCH 2-31, 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8303, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $178.75 to Debra A. Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period March 2 through March 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2009-117:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA A. PRESTON/PURCHASE REIMBURSEMENT/PARKS & WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT PRINTER/WELL
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8322, account codes A7110.4 and SW8310.4, in the amount of $174.75 to Debra A. Preston for reimbursement for purchase of a printer for the Parks and Water & Sewer Department for the Town well.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2009-118:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP/1ST QUARTER DISABILITY INSURANCE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8324, account codes A9055.8, DA9055.8, and SW9055.8, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group for payment of First Quarter Disability Insurance premium.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-119:  RATIFY PAYMENT/STATE COMPTROLLER/REMITTANCE/DEBRA PRESTON/ATTEND BASIC ACCOUNTING SCHOOL/MAY 12-14, 2009/CANANDAIGUA, NEW YORK

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8326, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $85.00 to the New York State Comptroller for remittance for Debra Preston to attend Basic Accounting School to be held May 12-14, 2009, in Canandaigua, New York.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.
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RESO 2009-120:  RATIFY WIRE PAYMENT/POSTAGE ON CALL/PURCHASE OF POSTAGE FOR MAILING MACHINE

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies a wire payment, account code A1670.4, in the amount of $1,000.00 to Postage on Call for purchase of postage for the mailing machine.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-121:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #217-310 FOR 2009
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the payment of the following claims #217-310 for the year 2009 for a total amount of $276,770.95:




General



$ 43,551.98




Highway



     6,831.96




2006 Flood Emergency

 141,549.17




Five Year Plan (Equipment)

   33,175.00




Property Buyout


   38,260.00



Light Districts



     2,228.19




Sewer District 1


     3,688.76




Water District



     7,485.89



Total




$276,770.95
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

The totals reflect the following changes:

Hess Corporation reduced its bill by $237.28 in sales tax.  Hess will be giving us a reimbursement for any previous sales tax billed on our accounts.
Waste Management reduced its bill by $17.83 for delivery fuel charge, per agreement regarding new billing structure.

Supervisor Preston stated that the telephone in Schnurbusch Park will be turned off in the fall.
RESO 2009-122:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER/STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/AS OF APRIL 14, 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts as of April 14, 2009 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that the transfers reflected the money received from the bank which owned the property at 36 Stillwater Road (the “Bat House”), and money expended to purchase a new furnace for the Highway Garage.
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AARP TAX RETURN ASSISTANCE AT COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Francisco stated that AARP (American Association of Retired Persons) conducted 14 appointments to assist senior citizens with preparing their income tax returns at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.  He reported that the AARP representatives were “very impressed with the facility,” calling it “an asset to the community.”  Mr. Francisco stated that the representatives from the Broome County Office for the Aging who had conducted the Flu Clinic at the Community Center had also been “very impressed with the facility.”

JUNK YARD AT SOUTH END OF TOWN
Mr. Finch asked about the “junkyard” at the south end of Town, expressing concern that emergency vehicles could be blocked from entering the main structure.  Mr. Gorgos explained that this would not present any liability to the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that the junkyard is “grandfathered in.”  Mr. Finch replied that it is getting “worse.”  Mr. Bullock asked who “grandfathered in” the junkyard.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will research this situation.
BROOME COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT SUBSTATION AT TOWN HALL

Supervisor Preston announced that the Broome County Sheriff’s Department will be opening a substation at the Town Hall, starting this week.  They will be located in the small conference room which houses the Broome County Receiver of Taxes during January, February, and March.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Sheriff’s Department officers will stop in the substation periodically.  Mr. Finch inquired if this means that there will not be a substation at the Sportsplex, as previously discussed, and Supervisor Preston replied that there will not be a substation at the Sportsplex. 
SILT FENCE AT SPORTSPLEX

Mr. Minoia asked Mr. Jones if the silt fence at the Sportsplex had been repaired yet and Mr. Jones replied that he will look into the situation.

CENSUS TAKERS/TRAINING AT COMMUNITY CENTER

Supervisor Preston reported that the Census Takers for the 2010 Census are training at the Community Center.  She added that the Census Takers will be required to wear identification when they are taking the census count in the community.
AUDITOR CHERYL DISTEFANO TO BE AT APRIL 28, 2009 TOWN BOARD MEETING

Supervisor Preston reported that Auditor Cheryl DiStefano of Vieira, Skiadas, and Company, LLP, will be present at the April 28, 2009 Town Board meeting to give her report on the annual audit of the Town.

SYNTHETIC ICE RINK

Supervisor Preston reported that Mr. Chad Hrehor has been attempting to find a suitable location on which to install a synthetic ice rink.  She added that the property owned by the Town on the opposite side of Conklin Road from the Town Hall might be just such a location.  Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Hrehor could lease this property from the Town, and then purchase it if the enterprise became successful.  She added that Mr. Hrehor would be responsible for obtaining permits from the DEC regarding the adjoining wetlands and added that there would need to be a buffer for nearby residential areas.  Supervisor Preston stated that she will have a disc presentation on synthetic ice rinks at the April 28, 2009 Town Board meeting.  She explained that the synthetic rinks use polyurethane sheeting.  Mr. Francisco stated that these kinds of synthetic rinks are used at shopping malls, adding that the only maintenance needed is monthly 
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oiling.  Mr. Finch stated that it would be a great benefit for younger ice hockey teams, since ice time is scarce in this area.
NEW TRUCK/DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Supervisor Preston stated that funding for a new truck for the Dog Control Officer was included in the 2009 Budget.   She explained that the current Dog Control truck, purchased for $3,500 in 2004, is a 1995 model with 116,000 miles on it.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Dog Control Officer puts approximately 3,000 miles per year on the Dog Control vehicle.

Mr. Bullock responded, “Not now.  We just put money in it.”  Mr. Finch asked how long the New York State bid price will be in effect and Supervisor Preston replied that it will be in effect until June 2009.  She stated that the Town could purchase a new Chevrolet Truck, with dog cages, that would meet requirements of the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, for $23,000.

Supervisor Preston stated that if the Town Board decides not to purchase the new truck, it is understood that if the current truck breaks down, the Board agrees to fix it.  Mr. Francisco stated, “It might be worth getting a new one.”  Mr. Minoia suggested that the Board not make a decision at this meeting, and Mr. Finch agreed, suggesting that Supervisor Preston put the discussion on the agenda for the April 28, 2009 Town Board meeting.

RESO 2009-122:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/REAL PROPERTY ACQUISITION
Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:58 P.M. to discuss real property acquisition.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:58 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of securities, or sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, when publicity would substantially affect the value thereof.

RESO 2009-123:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Finch moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board meeting at 9:15 P.M.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
