REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MARCH 24, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on March 24, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos



Assistant to the Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Dog Control Officer 

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board Chairman
Tom Voloshen




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Press & Sun Bulletin

Connie McKinney




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey



PMD3 Architects

Paul Deeley








Ken Boston








Joseph Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Robert Page







John Colley








Jim Clapper








Laurie Francisco








Sylvia Eckelberger








Judy Kelly








Tom Kelly








Kevin Coates







Ruth Joyner








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  MARCH 10, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch stated that the March 10, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes should be corrected on page 3, line 22 from the top, to replace the word “concrete” with the word “blacktop,” and on page 11, line 12 from the top, to replace the word “insurance” with the word “demolition.”
Mr. Finch moved to approve the March 10, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as corrected.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of the report from the Supervisor’s Office for January 2009.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

MARCH 24, 2009

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 2, 2009

“A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN THE SALARY OF THE TOWN JUSTICE FOR 2009”

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed Local Law 2, 2009, “A Local Law Providing for an Increase in the Salary of the Town Justice for 2009.”

Town Counsel Mark Gorgos explained that a local law is needed to increase the salary of the Town Justice for this year because the 2009 Budget has already been adopted.  Supervisor Preston stated that there is now “significantly more work in the Justice office” which justifies the increase in salary.  Mr. Gorgos explained that the raise is subject to a permissive referendum, which means if no petition protesting the raise is presented to the Town Board within the next 45 days, the law will become effective after the 45 days has passed.
Mr. John Colley asked if the raise will be retroactive to January 1, 2009, and Supervisor Preston replied that it will be effective from February 10, 2009, through December 31, 2009.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:05 P.M.

RESO 2009-98:  ADOPT LOCAL LAW 2, 2009
“A LOCAL LAW PROVIDING FOR AN INCREASE IN THE SALARY OF THE TOWN JUSTICE FOR 2009”

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adopts Local Law 2 for the year 2009, “A Local Law Providing for an Increase in the Salary of the Town Justice for 2009.”

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION/VETERANS MEMORIAL/SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Robert Page, who is spearheading the effort to build a Veterans Memorial in Schnurbusch Park, introduced architects Ken Boston and Paul Deeley, of PMD3 Architects, who designed the proposed memorial.  Mr. Boston and Mr. Deeley gave a presentation regarding the memorial.  Mr. Page commented that Mr. Deeley and Mr. Boston, who are architectural engineers at Binghamton University, had donated their time to the design of this project.  He added that $4,078.87 has been collected so far toward the construction of the memorial and added that he has a target date of Veterans Day 2009 for completion of the project.
Mr. Deeley began the presentation with a slideshow.  He explained that the axis of the memorial will be aligned with home plate of the baseball field in Schnurbusch Park.  Mr. Boston added that this placement “ties in the youth with their history.”  He stated that there will be an American flag on the axis, with the Missing-In-Action flag just below the American flag.  On either side there will be three flags, for the five branches of service plus the New York State flag.  Mr. Boston explained that the memorial will be open so that people can enjoy the view of the park and will have benches for seating.  Mr. Deeley explained that the base of the memorial will be two feet higher than the surrounding land, with ramps sloping up to the memorial.  He added that the area will be “green,” with colorful plantings surrounding it.  Mr. Boston explained that the memorial is “not a cemetery, but a place to celebrate people who cared enough about this 
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country’s values to give their lives to protect it.”  He stated that bluestone will be used for the memorial because it occurs naturally in the Town of Conklin.  Mr. Deeley stated that the trees will create an “outdoor room.”  The walls will be four feet tall, and a waterfall is included in one area of the memorial.
Mr. Jim Clapper asked if the memorial will be high enough to protect it from flooding.  Mr. Deeley replied that the memorial “will get wet, but will be a permanent structure that will not deteriorate.”  Mr. Boston explained that the circular design will help the memorial withstand the currents if the park floods.  Mr. Bullock asked if there will be lighting at the memorial and Mr. Deeley replied that there will be lighting as part of the design.
Supervisor Preston asked the estimated cost to construct the memorial and Mr. Deeley replied that they do not yet have a projected cost.  He added that Mr. Jim Hobart of Hobart Stone is selling them the bluestone “at cost” and added that Mr. Hobart can now look at an actual plan for the memorial and estimate the cost.

Mr. Finch asked if there are still plans to put the names of those who served on bricks and Mr. Page replied that the names will be in the area in front of the fountain, near the current monument, which will be incorporated into the memorial.  Mr. Deeley added that red bricks will not be used, as originally thought, but rather bluestone pavers.

Mr. Finch asked about the height of the proposed trees, expressing concern that children might try to climb them.  Mr. Deeley replied that the proposed trees, which include white cedar, flowering dogwood, and mimosa, are “not easy to climb.”  He added that the white cedar trees grow to be 25 feet high.  Mr. Finch asked if the trees will obstruct the view of the park and Mr. Deeley replied, “Only in that area.”  He added that the trees are needed to highlight the flags.  Mr. Deeley explained that it is 18 feet from the center of the circle to the outside of the memorial.  Mr. Boston added that because the design of the memorial is open, people will be able to see through the memorial to the park. 
In response to a question regarding possible vandalism, Mr. Deeley explained that all of the pieces of the memorial can be replaced.  He added that it is “not high enough for skateboarding.”  Mr. Boston added that it is a “safe space,” from which escape is possible, through the open areas.  Mr. Bullock asked about the lighting and Mr. Deeley replied that a lighting designer from Binghamton University will be utilized.

Supervisor Preston asked what the next step will be and Mr. Deeley replied, “Put a price tag on it.”  He stated that it was important to have “solid planning” for the project.  Mr. Page added that his goal is to raise $40,000, which he hopes will be enough to construct the memorial.
Mr. Deeley stated that a committee will need to be formed to “decide whose name goes where.”  Both he and Mr. Page stated they believe the memorial should be “as inclusive as possible.”  Mr. Deeley added that maps of the theatres of combat could be added to the memorial to aid in its use as a teaching tool.

Mr. Finch asked how many square feet of bluestone will be required and Mr. Deeley stated that each platter is 3 feet by 4 feet, or 12 square feet.

Mr. Page commented that research has found that a soldier from Conklin served at Custer’s Last Stand.

Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Page, Mr. Deeley, and Mr. Boston should line out the memorial with Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter, adding that there will be “no digging until the money is in hand and we are ready to go.”

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Refer to written report. (Available in the office of the Town Clerk.)
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GRANT/CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

Fire Chief George Frailey reported that the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., received a Firefighters’ Grant from Homeland Security to be used to replace the air packs used by firefighters in the course of their duties.

BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATOR SUZANNE MESSINA

Broome County Legislator Suzanne Gorman Messina, 6th District, gave an update on Legislative activity.  She stated that the Broome County Legislature approved a user fee for the Broome County Arena of $2.00 per ticket or $.50 per ticket if the ticket price is less than $10.00.  Ms. Messina explained that promoters already charge the fee and just keep this fee if Broome County does not collect them.  She stated that the reason for the user fee is to fund maintenance of the Broome County Arena and to decrease the tax burden for this maintenance on Broome County residents by applying the fee also to users of the facility who live in Pennsylvania or other New York counties.
Ms. Messina stated that the Broome Community College Board of Trustees has voted to demolish the Alms House and added that the Legislature voted to move the money to pay for the demolition from the 2010 Budget to the 2009 Budget.  She added that she requested that the historic parts of the Alms House be removed and salvaged wherever possible.
Supervisor Preston returned to the issue of the user fee, which she described as a “fun tax.”  She asked Ms. Messina how, in a difficult economy in which people are losing their jobs, could she vote for such a fee that will directly impact the taxpayers?  Supervisor Preston also asked why the Legislature didn’t work with the promoters to lower charges.  She added that the County has no five or ten year plan for maintenance for the Arena, and that the Capital Improvement Fund was voted down.

Ms. Messina replied that residents of the other municipalities which she serves, the Town of Binghamton and the Town of Vestal, “approved the user fee as long as it is used for repairs.”  She added that placing money in a Capital Improvement Fund “does not guarantee that the money will not be moved” out of the fund.  Ms. Messina stated that the Legislative committee in charge of the Arena Board did meet with promoters and some and some promoters had stated that they would be willing to work with the County.
Mr. Finch asked which other facilities were researched for comparison and Ms. Messina replied the facilities in Elmira and Utica were used for comparison.  Supervisor Preston stated that those facilities had assessed user fees “before the recession.”  The Supervisor commented that in the past, Broome County had added user fees to the County parks, only to have the attendance at the parks drop, necessitating the removal of the fees.  Ms. Messina replied that promoters will be paying $2.00 per ticket to Broome County.  Mr. Bullock asked where the money for maintenance has come from in the past and Ms. Messina replied that it came from the General Fund.

Supervisor Preston asked about a 5 year or 10 year plan and Ms. Messina stated, “There isn’t one.”  Ms. Messina added that Legislator Jerry Marinich, 10th District, had stated that the County needs to create such a plan.  Supervisor Preston stated that the County “needs a five and ten year plan before it raises the fees.”  She commented that the vote was 13 to 6 in favor of the user fee, with three Republicans and three Democrats voting against it.
Supervisor Preston asked if the user fees will affect the attendance at B.C. Senators hockey games.  Mr. Francisco commented that “less attractions are coming every year” (to the Arena) for the past five years.  Ms. Messina replied that there have been more shows in the past four to five years.  Mr. Francisco stated that attendance is down at the Arena events and Ms. Messina disagreed, stating that attendance is not down.

Mr. Finch commented that the Arena will lose events to the Event Center at Binghamton University.  Ms. Messina disagreed, stating that comparing the two venues is like “comparing 
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apples and oranges.”  She stated that if an attraction will fit into the Arena venue, the Arena will be chosen because it is less expensive than the Events Center.

Supervisor Preston stated that Broome County Executive Barbara Fiala has not yet “signed off” on this legislation.  In response to a question regarding the Arena Board, Mr. Finch stated that there are eleven members of the Board, and added that these Arena Board members are appointed by the Broome County Executive.

Ms. Messina stated that a recent topic of discussion in the Legislature is the question of lease rights, mineral rights, and surface rights on properties obtained by Broome County through foreclosure, which are then sold at the Broome County Auction.  She stated that the County is concerned that speculators will purchase the land, mine the mineral content, and leave “a mess” behind.  Ms. Messina stated that the question facing the Legislature is whether to sell the properties with or without mineral rights.  She stated that the County wants to “generate revenue but at the same time keep the residents safe.”  Ms. Messina asked for resident input regarding this question.
Returning to the topic of the user fee, Mr. Joseph Bartosik asked if the user fee will also be applied to tickets for the Broome County Forum and Ms. Messina replied that those tickets will also be subject to the user fee.  Mr. John Colley asked if there is an alternative plan if the user fee results in decreased attendance and decreased ticket sales.

OLD BUSINESS:

29 HARDING AVENUE (JR BOULEVARD) & 140 STILLWATER ROAD

Supervisor Preston reported that progress is being made on the properties located at 29 Harding Avenue (JR Boulevard) and 140 Stillwater Road.  She stated that these two properties are part of the Broome County Buyout Program, adding that the New York State contract had only accepted three properties for the buyout in Broome County, with these two located in the Town of Conklin.  Supervisor Preston explained that Broome County will take possession of these two properties, demolish the structures, then eventually turn over ownership of the properties to the Town of Conklin.

UPDATE/FEMA MEETING/FLOOD RATING CHANGE

Supervisor Preston reported that she, Code Officer Robert Jones, and Town Engineer John Mastronardi had a “good meeting” with FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) representatives.  She added that it will take “a lot of work” in the next two weeks but stated that there is “a good chance for a change” in the flood rating for the Town, which would reduce residents’ cost for flood insurance.  “It takes time and work,” stated Supervisor Preston.  She stated that she wants this project completed before the new flood maps are released.
UPDATE/HOBART STONE/BOUNDARY/JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Mr. Gorgos stated that the time limit for Mr. James Hobart to comply with the Town’s demand that he move forward with moving his stone and restoring a boundary between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park expired last week.  Mr. Gorgos asked the Town Board for the opportunity to contact Mr. Hobart personally before any further steps are taken.

NEW BUSINESS:

MOODY INVESTORS SERVICE RATING

Supervisor Preston reported that she met with representatives from Moody Investors and the Town Auditor for a free rating of the Town.  She stated that the last rating occurred in 2002, with the Town earning a BAA2 rating.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town received the same good rating this time as well.
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SOLAR ENERGY

Supervisor Preston stated that she met with representatives from a company that provides solar panels about the possibility of installing solar panels on buildings owned by the Town of Conklin, in an effort to save money on electricity costs.  She stated that the Town Wellhouse is of particular interest because of its electricity usage.

BINGHAMTON-JOHNSON CITY JOINT SEWAGE PLANT

Supervisor Preston, recently in the news regarding a possible lawsuit against the owners of the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Plant, stated that there is no lawsuit.  She stated that, in response to the recent huge hike in rates by the Joint Sewage Board, she and the Supervisors of the Towns of Kirkwood and Dickinson have discussed forming a coalition of the outside users of the Joint Sewage Plant.  She stated that there is infiltration in the system, which she states comes from Binghamton and Johnson City, but all user municipalities are charged.  The sewer lines in the Town of Conklin were tested and showed no infiltration from the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that “remediation should be fairly divided.”
Supervisor Preston stated that she had filed a FOIL (Freedom of Information Law) request with the City of Binghamton City Clerk to find out how the money charged to the outside users was spent, but was told that this information is unavailable.  She stated that this money is supposed to be spent on maintenance of the interceptors and not on the laterals of the City of Binghamton.  Supervisor Preston stated that the possible coalition of outside users has contacted a law firm from Albany, Young Sommer, LLP, which specializes in dealing with sewer issues.  She stated that she was asking the Town Board for the authority to join this coalition and to agree to the hiring of this law firm from Albany, at a cost of $10,000 total to be split among the municipalities.  She stated that the law firm will look at all of the paperwork for the Joint Sewage Plant, including SPEDES permits, DEC permits, and contracts.  The Town’s contract with the Joint Sewage Board expires in 2012.  Supervisor Preston stated that the coalition will receive a report within 30 days.
RESO 2009-99:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/WITH TOWNS OF KIRKWOOD, BINGHAMTON, DICKINSON, FENTON, VESTAL & UNION & VILLAGE OF PORT DICKINSON/HIRE YOUNG SOMMER LLP/$10,000 TOTAL SPLIT AMONG MUNICIPALITIES
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with the Towns of Kirkwood, Binghamton, Dickinson, Fenton, Vestal, and Union, and with the Village of Port Dickinson, to hire the law firm of Young Sommer, LLP, to research the records of the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board and provide a report within 30 days, for a total cost of $10,000 to be split among the eight municipalities involved.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch asked if the Town of Conklin’s portion of the fee will be paid out of the Sewer Fund and Supervisor Preston replied that this would be the appropriate fund to use to pay the fee.  The Town Legal Counsel, Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP, also represents the Village of Johnson City, and therefore would experience a conflict of interest if it were to represent the Town of Conklin in this matter.
Supervisor Preston stated that she consulted Town Engineer Dan Griffiths and they agreed that when the Town of Conklin is involved with the Town of Kirkwood with joint issues, such as the sewer systems, Lake Engineering will be utilized instead of Griffiths Engineering.  She stated that Lake Engineering charges a “very reasonable rate,” which she stated would be split with the Town of Kirkwood for joint projects.
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RESO 2009-100:  AUTHORIZE USE OF LAKE ENGINEERING/JOINT PROJECTS WITH THE TOWN OF KIRKWOOD/FEE TO BE SPLIT BETWEEN THE TWO MUNICIPALITIES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the use of Lake Engineering for joint projects between the Town of Conklin and the Town of Kirkwood, with the fee to be split between the two municipalities.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that she will be doing further research into the Joint Sewage Board’s costs.

RESO 2009-101:  RATIFY PAYMENT/WILLIAMSON LAW BOOK COMPANY/WLB ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE SUPPORT SERVICES CONTRACT
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8301, account code A1989.4, in the amount of $770.00 to Williamson Law Book Company for payment of the WLB Accounting software services contract.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-102:  RATIFY PAYMENT/WILLIAMSON LAW BOOK COMPANY/WLB PAYROLL SOFTWARE SUPPORT SERVICES CONTRACT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8302, account code A1989.4, in the amount of $605.00 to Williamson Law Book Company for payment of the WLB Payroll software support services contract.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-103:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBORAH KASMARCIK/COMMUNITY CENTER REFUND

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8207, account code A2410, in the amount of $100.00 to Deborah Kasmarcik for refund of the deposit for rental of the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2009-104:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CLEANERS SUPPLY, INC./COMMUNITY CENTER REFUND

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #8208 and 8209, account code A2410, in the amount totaling $150.00 to Cleaners Supply, Inc., for refund of the deposit for rental of the Community Center.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-105:  PRE-APPROVE REFUNDS/AFTER INSPECTION/COMMUNITY CENTER/2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin pre-approves refunds for rental of the Community Center, pending authorized inspection and approval, for 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-106:  APPROVE TRANSFER & CLOSING OF FOLLOWING FUNDS/DUE TO RECLASSIFYING B.A.N. DEBT TO LONG-TERM DEBT & PAYOFF
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the transfer and closing of the following funds due to reclassifying B.A.N. debt to Long-Term debt and payoff:


HW6 - $74,342.11 – transfer and close to V - Debt Service Fund (future debt)


HC - $75,430.80 – transfer and close to DA - Highway Fund (payoff of debt)


HP - $603.42 – transfer and close to A - General Fund (to use against debt)


H3 - $0.00 – closed B.A.N. to Long-Term Bond debt

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-107:  ACCEPT CONVEYANCE/THREE PROPERTIES/TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/PURSUANT TO 2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:



GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER



Thomas C. Kittle
807 Conklin Road, Town of 

162.09-1-48



and Ruth L. Kittle
Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Lani D. Herold
15 Barbara Avenue, Town of 

161.34-1-23
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Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Jan Stone/

4A River Boulevard, Town of 
162.14-2-10.2



Fannie Mae

Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Seconded by Mr. Finch.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-108:  RECONFIRM CASH MANAGEMENT & INVESTMENT POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Office of the Comptroller of the State of New York has determined that an investment policy of a local government is meant to minimize risks, to ensure a competitive rate of return, and to ensure that investments mature when the cash is required to finance operations; and the Town of Conklin seeks to reconfirm its investment policies and procedures previously established, now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin (the “Town”) hereby authorizes the Supervisor to invest all funds, including general funds, fire protection district funds, and highway moneys not obligated or required for immediate expenditure, proceeds of obligation and reserve funds in:
a. Savings Accounts/certificates of deposit issued by banks or trust companies authorized to do business in New York State, as determined from time to time by the Town Board.

b. Obligations of New York State.

c. Obligations of the United States Government.


Said investments are to be payable or redeemable at the option of the Chief Fiscal Officer of the Town within such times as the proceeds may be needed to meet expenditures for which moneys were provided.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that other Town officials receiving money in their official capacity must deposit funds in negotiable order of withdrawal accounts.


All investments made pursuant to this investment policy shall comply with the following conditions:

1. COLLATERAL

a. Certificates of deposit shall be fully secured by insurance of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or by obligations of New York State or obligations of the United States or obligations of federal agencies, the principal and interest of which are guaranteed by the United States, or obligations of New York State local governments.  Collateral shall be delivered to the Town or a custodial bank with which the Town has entered into a custodial agreement.  The market value of collateral shall at all times equal or exceed the principal amount of the certificate of deposit.  Collateral shall be monitored no less frequently than monthly, and market value shall mean the bid or closing price as quoted in the Wall Street Journal or as quoted by another recognized pricing service.

b. Collateral shall not be required with respect to the direct purchase of obligations of New York State, obligations of the United States, and obligations of federal agencies, the principal and interest of which are guaranteed by the United States Government.
2. WRITTEN CONTRACTS
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a. Written contracts shall be required for the purchase of all certificates of deposit.

b. A written contract shall be required with the custodial bank.

3. ACCOUNTS


The Town Board of the Town, at its annual meeting, shall designate the custodial bank(s) for accounts of the designated and responsible Town Officers.

4. FINANCIAL STRENGTH OF CUSTODIAL BANK AND TRADING PARTNERS


All trading partners must be creditworthy.  Their financial statements must be reviewed at least annually by the Chief Financial Officer of the Town to determine satisfactory financial strength.

5. OPERATIONS, AUDIT AND REPORTING


The Chief Fiscal Officer of the Town shall authorize the purchase and sale of all certificates on behalf of the Town.


The Town Board of the Town shall review and approve the annual investment report within 120 days of the end of the fiscal year.


The provisions of these investment guidelines shall take effect prospectively and shall not invalidate the prior selection of the custodial bank or prior investment.


A copy of the Town’s full Investment Policy is annexed hereto and incorporated by reference herein.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that this Investment Policy is required by the New York State Comptroller’s Office and by the Audit to insure that Town moneys are invested in safe funds.  She stated that this will be added to the Town of Conklin Policy Book.

9 SHAW ROAD
Mr. Gorgos reported that the owners of the property at 9 Shaw Road will present their business plan to the Town Planning Board at its April 20 meeting.  The business is currently not approved by the Town and has been shut down.  Mr. Gorgos explained that the owners can clean and maintain the facility but cannot operate it as a business.  Some of the Town Board members stated that they believe work is still being done in the building.  Mr. Gorgos stated, “If you can prove that work is being done, I need to know that.”  Supervisor Preston urged Board members to call Mr. Gorgos if they had any proof that work is still being done in the building.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Mr. Bullock requested that one copy of the Supervisor’s monthly report be made available in the office of Supervisor Preston’s assistant, Lisa Houston, rather than making a copy for each member of the Town Board.  He stated that this would save money on copier paper.  Supervisor Preston agreed to make this change and added that Auditor Cheryl DiStefano will make her presentation at either the April 14 or April 28 Town Board meeting.
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REPLACEMENT OF TREES/SHAWSVILLE CEMETERY

Mr. Bullock asked if the Town could research the possibility of replacing some of the trees at the Shawsville Cemetery.  Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Bullock to contact Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter about this issue.

PAY PHONE/SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Mr. Minoia stated that he was in contact with Verizon about the cost of shutting off the public pay telephone in Schnurbusch Park during the winter months and having it reconnected in the spring.  He added that most people have cell phones and noted that 9-1-1 emergency calling would still be available.  Mr. Minoia stated that he thinks the telephone should be shut off during the winter months.  Mr. Finch suggested that the telephone be shut off after the Town Pool closes in August.

DUMPSTER AT COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Minoia commented that the dumpster at the Maines Community Center is now being picked up weekly.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN

Mr. Francisco stated that he will be meeting with Supervisor Preston and George Frailey and Greg Pemberton from the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department on April 1, 2009, at 2:00 P.M. to discuss the Town’s Emergency Response Plan.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY REPORT

Mr. Francisco reported that the Conklin Historical Society will hold an Open House from 9:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. on Saturday, May 16, 2009.  He spoke about the Society’s long-term plans to restore the Castle to the condition it was when it served as a home.  Mr. Francisco asked Supervisor Preston about the blueprints for the porch restoration project and Supervisor Preston replied that she is working on obtaining blueprints.  She reminded Mr. Francisco that the Town has provided new windows, furnace, electrical wiring, and flooring for the kitchen for the Castle.
INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE

Mr. Francisco stated that there was a delay in obtaining assistance in income tax preparation for senior citizens and low-income persons because the Community Center was not assigned a site number until late in the tax season.  He stated that there were originally over 20 requests for this assistance and to date, four or five people have been assisted.  Mr. Francisco stated that there will be more use of the Community Center as a site for income tax preparation assistance next year.

THANK YOU/ADJUSTMENT OF LIGHTS/COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Finch thanked Mr. Francisco for adjusting the timers on the lights outside the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.  With the longer hours of daylight, there is less time during which the lights need to be turned on, thus saving the Town money.  Mr. Bullock asked that the timers on the lights outside the Town Hall also be adjusted.

WELL 6
Supervisor Preston stated that she is checking with the bank to see if the Town can pay on the principle of the $60,000 debt for Well 6, noting that if the principle can be paid down, it will save the residents of District 1 money on their rates.

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

MARCH 24, 2009

TRUCK PARKED IN JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Supervisor Preston stated that she has received complaints from area residents about a tractor-trailer that is being parked in Julius Rogers Park.  She added that the truck owner lives at the corner of Miller Street and Harding Avenue (JR Boulevard), and asked Mr. Gorgos to send the owner a letter telling him that he needs to keep his truck on his own property.  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs will get the name and address of the truck owner for Mr. Gorgos and he will send the owner a letter.

PROBLEMS ON SHIPMAN ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has received numerous complaints regarding the behavior of one particular family in the Shipman Road area of town.  She stated that this family owns dirt bikes which it rides “all over Town of Conklin property.”  Supervisor Preston noted that the Broome County Sheriff’s Department has made one arrest to date.  She added that “the neighbors are scared.  I will press charges next time.”

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
