REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
MARCH 10, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on March 10, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Press & Sun Bulletin

Connie McKinney




Griffiths Engineering

Dan Griffiths




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Jim Clapper








Joe Bartosik








Ruth Joyner








Robin MacGeorge








Laurie Francisco








Phillip Rumsey 








Jane DeMaine








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  FEBRUARY 24, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Finch stated that the February 24, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes should be corrected on page 3, line 19 from the bottom, to read “640 acre ‘quads’” instead of “340 acre ‘quads.’”
Mr. Finch moved to accept the February 24, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as corrected.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Abstain, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Code Officer, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Highway Superintendent, and the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Mark Tedeschi, Vice President of Moxie, Inc., and from Mark Terry, owner of Fiddlers Tavern LLC, both requesting renewal of their on premise liquor licenses.  Mr. Tedeschi also requested that the Town Board waive the 30-Day Notice requirement.
ABC APPLICATION/MOXIE INC./NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL/WAIVER OF 30-DAY NOTICE REQUIREMENT

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Mark Tedeschi, Vice President of Moxie, Inc., applying for renewal of an on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.  Mr. Tedeschi also requested that the Town Board waive the 30-Day Notice requirement.
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No opposition was voiced to either the renewal of the liquor license or to the waiver of the 30-Day Notice requirement.

ABC APPLICATION/FIDDLERS TAVERN LLC/NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Mark Terry, owner of Fiddlers Tavern LLC, applying for renewal of an on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

THREAT OF FLOODING

Mr. Jim Clapper asked Supervisor Preston whether she thought the Town would experience any severe flooding with the recent rain and she stated that the Town is “good right now,” but added that the Town will keep an eye on the Susquehanna River.
ROAD DAMAGE ASSESSSMENT STUDY

Town Engineer Dan Griffiths of Griffiths Engineering was present to explain more detail about the Road Damage Assessment Study to be conducted jointly with the Towns of Conklin and Kirkwood.  He explained that this study is a necessary tool to enable the Towns to develop a fee structure for gas drilling companies to pay for damage to the Town roads that occurs when the heavy vehicles involved with the gas drilling operations continually travel over Town roads.
Mr. Griffiths explained that roads with a stone and oil base are more fragile than concrete roads and explained that four core samples of roads will be taken, two from Town of Conklin roads and two from Town of Kirkwood roads, measuring strength from weakest to strongest.  He explained that there are three steps to the assessment process:  data collection, data reduction and analysis, and recommendations.  Mr. Griffiths reiterated that this is a tool to assist the Towns to charge assessed fees to the gas drilling companies.

Mr. Griffiths explained that there are three stages to the gas drilling operation:  drilling, fracturing, and operation of the site.  He added that each site has water that is hauled to the site and water that is piped in the site.  Mr. Griffiths stated that four different types of roads will be evaluated for hauled and piped water, resulting in the development of a price per lane mile.  He stated that the same methodology is being used in Broome County as is utilized in Texas, where the shale reserve is similar to the Marcellus Shale Reserve in Broome County.  Mr. Griffiths explained that this road damage assessment study will provide a negotiating tool for the Towns to use in setting up agreements with the gas drilling companies.  He stated that soil borings will be used unless core samples are already available, and noted that the cost could be less than the $11,000 which has been estimated.
Mr. Griffiths explained that transmission lines for the gas can be either high-pressure or low-pressure, and added that low-pressure plastic pipe lines have no built-in requirements to meet.  He stated that gas coalitions or Town Code can require these lines to meet the requirements of the Public Service Commission, but specific wording requiring this must be in place.  Town Counsel Mark Gorgos commented that the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) has primary jurisdiction over the gas drilling operation.
REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that he wants to extend the period of time for Spring Clean-up, making it twelve business days, and is seeking a resolution from the Town Board allowing him to advertise the Spring Brush and White Goods 
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Pickup and Tire Collection.  He added that Broome County is waiving the tipping fees for tires during the period of June 8 – 10, 2009.
RESO 2009-77:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/TIRE COLLECTION/MARCH 11 – JUNE 5, 2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the advertisement in the Country Courier of Tire Collection at the Town Highway Garage, with tire drop-off to be available March 11 through June 5, 2009, Monday through Friday, 7:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Latting noted that a dumpster for drop-off of metal will also be available, at no charge to the Town, at the Highway Garage during the same time period of Monday through Friday, 7:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M., March 11 through June 30, 2009.

RESO 2009-78:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/BRUSH & WHITE GOODS PICK-UP/APRIL 27-MAY 12, 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the advertisement in the Country Courier of White Goods and Brush Pick-up, to be held April 27 through May 12, 2009, on business days only.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that his department had to estimate the same six houses on the last water meter reading that he has been having issues with the past year.  He stated that the department is not getting a good reading on the water meter and the property owners need to let the Town of Conklin personnel into the buildings to fix the problem with the meters.  Mr. Delamarter added that since the last water meter reading, one of the problem sites has been fixed, with the meter changed, so the list is down to five.  He stated that these are houses in which people are living, rather than flood properties that have been left vacant, and asked that the Town Board send a letter to the residents explaining that the problem needs to be resolved.  Supervisor Preston stated that a registered letter will be sent explaining to the residents in question that they have 30 days from the date of the letter to allow Town of Conklin personnel to fix the problem with the water meters or their water service will be shut off and there will be a $100 fee to reconnect this water service.  Mr. Minoia asked how long this problem has continued and Mr. Delamarter replied that it has been continuing for the past year.  Mr. Minoia asked if any of the five properties are on the Town sewer system and Mr. Delamarter replied that some of the five are on the sewer system.
Mr. Bullock asked if Mr. Delamarter had obtained quotes on fencing for the boundary between Julius Rogers Park and Hobart Stone.  Mr. Delamarter replied that he received quotes for a 6 foot high chain link fence of $11,200 and for a 6 foot high stockade fence for $10,080.

Mr. Bullock asked about the fire hydrant at City Line Garage that is continually blocked by vehicles and Mr. Jones stated that he will talk to the owner about the situation.
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REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued no building permits in February.  He reported that he has been working on follow-up with outstanding permits and safety inspections and re-inspections.  Mr. Jones reported that he is also establishing a schedule for inspection of commercial and industrial buildings, such as those in the Broome Corporate Park.  He also sent a follow-up letter to Mr. Stuart Kasmarcik regarding his property on Conklin Road near Schnurbusch Park.
Mr. Finch asked Mr. Jones about a house on Shipman Road that has a snow fence around a house trailer frame.  Mr. Jones replied that he installed the fence at the request of Supervisor Preston to mark the boundary of the property acquired by the Town during the Buyout Program.  He stated that the family which owns the trailer frame, which is sitting on this family’s property, has been working on cleaning up their property and the trailer frame is the last piece.  Supervisor Preston commented that this same family had installed a pool on land acquired by the Town during the Buyout Program, so she had asked Mr. Jones to install a fence around the pool, so that the family would remove it.  She commented that the Town has had issues with this same family throwing debris on Buyout property on Shipman Road and Lotus Avenue, and stated that a member of this same family shot one of Mr. Gorick’s workers with a BB gun while the man was working on demolishing the building at 17 Shipman Road.
Jane DeMaine commented that there had been two FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) trailers located at 9 and 11 Cherry Drive, and although one trailer has been removed, cinder blocks, timber, and debris remain at the sites.  She stated that these lots have been “an eyesore since 2006.”  Mr. Jones will investigate the situation.

Mr. Francisco stated that the person running the pallet business behind Jane’s Diner has the pallets piled up to the building, in violation of the terms through which he was granted a permit for his business.  Mr. Jones stated that Mr. Ray Ralston, who owns the building in question, has been out of town, but has since returned and Mr. Jones will talk to him about the violation.
Mr. Minoia asked if Mr. Jones had taken pictures of the piles behind Chipper’s and Mr. Jones replied that he has taken some pictures and plans to take more pictures.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

OLD BUSINESS:

NAME CHANGES/HARDING AVENUE & GREY COURT
Supervisor Preston stated that a letter was sent to residents of Harding Avenue and Grey Court on February 11, 2009, asking for suggestions for new names for Harding Avenue and Grey Court.  She stated that three people responded with suggestions for Harding Avenue, with two people suggesting JR Boulevard and one person suggesting Julius Rogers Avenue.  Supervisor Preston noted that the Town of Conklin owns four properties on Harding Avenue.  She stated that no suggestions were received for a new name for Grey Court.

RESO 2009-79:  CHANGE NAME OF HARDING AVENUE TO JR BOULEVARD/EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin changes the name of Harding Avenue to JR Boulevard, effective May 1, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-80:  CHANGE NAME OF GREY COURT TO MACGEORGE AVENUE/EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin changes the name of Grey Court to MacGeorge Avenue, effective May 1, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gorgos will provide Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs with the procedure for notification of the name changes.  Mr. Minoia asked who is responsible for notifying the telephone company of the changes and Supervisor Preston stated that this is the responsibility of the residents.  It was noted that JR Boulevard is named after Julius Rogers, an early settler of that area of Town, and that MacGeorge Avenue is named after James MacGeorge, a Grey Court resident who lost his life in December 2008.  An ambulance was sent to Gray Court in the City of Binghamton by mistake.  This error and other similar mix-ups were the incentive for the change in names for the two Town of Conklin streets, a change that was strongly suggested by Broome County Emergency Services.
RESO 2009-81:  ORDER REMOVAL OF STRUCTURE/12 WOODCREST WAY/OWNED BY RICHARD F. AND LISA M. ZEH/SET PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 14, 2009 AT 7:05 P.M.

At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, Broome County, New York, held at the Conklin Town Hall on the 10th day of March, 2009, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Finch, who moved for its adoption, seconded by Councilperson Bullock.


WHEREAS, the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Conklin has filed his report in writing with the Town Board of the Town of Conklin containing his findings and recommendations regarding a certain structure situated on premises on 12 Woodcrest Way, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 178.07-3-3, in which report said Building Inspector states his opinion that said structure is unsafe and dangerous to the public and recommends their immediate removal, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin after reviewing said report and after hearing said Building Inspector in regard thereto and after having duly deliberated upon the same, having determined that said report warrants the removal of said structures,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:  (1) notice be given to Richard F. and Lisa M. Zeh, reputed owners of the structure situated on premises on 12 Woodcrest Way, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 178.07-3-3, in the form required by Section 6 of the Unsafe Buildings and Collapsed Structures Law of the Town of Conklin, (2) said notice to be served personally upon said Richard F. and Lisa M. Zeh or by registered mail to their last known residence(s) as shown by the records of the tax collector or of the county clerk if such persons cannot reasonably be found for such personal service and by affixing a copy thereof upon said structures, (3) said notice shall order the structure be removed from the premises, to be commenced within thirty (30) days of the service of said notice and to be completed within sixty (60) days thereafter, (4) a public hearing has been scheduled on April 14, 2009, at 7:05 P.M. at 
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the Conklin Town Hall, in relation to such dangerous or unsafe structure, and (5) the Town Clerk of the Town of Conklin be and she hereby is directed to prepare said notice and arrange for the service thereof in accordance with the requirements of said Local Law and by filing in the office of the County Clerk.
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call which resulted as follows:




Councilperson Bullock


Votes YES




Councilperson Finch 



Votes YES




Councilperson Francisco


Votes YES




Councilperson Minoia



Votes YES




Supervisor Preston



Votes YES

The resolution was duly adopted.

RESO 2009-82:  ORDER REMOVAL OF STRUCTURE/381 PIERCE CREEK ROAD/OWNED BY ROBERT A. AND PATRICIA PALCZYNSKI/SET PUBLIC HEARING APRIL 14, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M.

At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, Broome County, New York, held at the Conklin Town Hall on the 10th day of March, 2009, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Finch, who moved for its adoption, seconded by Councilperson Francisco.


WHEREAS, the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Conklin has filed his report in writing with the Town Board of the Town of Conklin containing his findings and recommendations regarding a certain barn structure situated on premises on 381 Pierce Creek Road, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 193.03-1-30, in which report said Building Inspector states his opinion that said barn structure is unsafe and dangerous to the public and recommends their immediate removal, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin after reviewing said report and after hearing said Building Inspector in regard thereto and after having duly deliberated upon the same, having determined that said report warrants the removal of said barn structure,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that:  (1) notice be given to Robert A. and Patricia Palczynski, reputed owners of the barn structure situated on premises on  381 Pierce Creek Road, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 193.03-1-30, in the form required by Section 6 of the Unsafe Buildings and Collapsed Structures Law of the Town of Conklin, (2) said notice to be served personally upon said Robert A. and Patricia Palczynski or by registered mail to their last known residence(s) as shown by the records of the tax collector or of the county clerk if such persons cannot reasonably be found for such personal service and by affixing a copy thereof upon said structures, (3) said notice shall order the structure be removed from the premises, to be commenced within thirty (30) days of the service of said notice and to be completed within sixty (60) days thereafter, (4) a public hearing has been scheduled on April 14, 2009, at 6:30 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall, in relation to such dangerous or unsafe structure, and (5) the Town Clerk of the Town of Conklin be and she hereby is directed to prepare said notice and arrange for the service thereof in accordance with the requirements of said Local Law and by filing in the office of the County Clerk.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call which resulted as follows:




Councilperson Bullock


Votes YES




Councilperson Finch 



Votes YES




Councilperson Francisco


Votes YES




Councilperson Minoia



Votes YES
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Supervisor Preston



Votes YES

The resolution was duly adopted.

Supervisor Preston stated that all communication regarding this case should be sent to the Town Attorney and not addressed at the Town Hall.

“GRASS LAW”

Mr. Gorgos stated that Attorney Angel Aton, Mr. Finch, and Mr. Minoia had worked on updating the “Grass Law,” and added that the limitation on acreage had been removed.

RESO 2009-83:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW P-3, 2009/ “A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 62 ENTITLED ‘BRUSH, GRASS, AND WEEDS’ OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/APRIL 14, 2009 AT 7:30 P.M.

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law P-3, 2009, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 62, entitled ‘Brush, Grass, and Weeds,’ of the Code of the Town of Conklin,” and schedules a Public Hearing on April 14, 2009, at 7:30 P.M.  
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-84:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/LIFEGUARDS/CONKLIN POOL/SUMMER 2009 SEASON

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier for lifeguards for the Conklin Pool for the Summer 2009 season.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-85:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/COUNTRY COURIER/RENTAL OF PARK PAVILIONS & NEW RENTAL FEE SCHEDULE FOR 2009 SEASON

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier for rental of the Park Pavilions and the new rental fee schedule for the 2009 season.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-86:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY/DEMOLITION & ASBESTOS ABATEMENT/SIX DISASTER 1650 BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8182, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $38,200.00 to Gorick Construction 
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Company, Inc., for demolition and asbestos abatement of six various Disaster 1650 Buyout properties.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-87:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC./DEMOLITION & ASBESTOS ABATEMENT/904 & 1723 CONKLIN ROAD/DISASTER 1650 BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8183, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $29,250.00 to Gorick Construction Company, Inc., for demolition and asbestos abatement of 904 and 1723 Conklin Road, Disaster 1650 Buyout properties.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-88:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC./DEMOLITION & FRIABLE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT & TIPPING FEES/1 LILAC PLACE/DISASTER 1665 BUYOUT PROPERTY
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8184, account code HB8760.402, in the amount of $13,650.00 to Gorick Construction Company, Inc., for demolition and friable asbestos abatement and tipping fees for 1 Lilac Place, a Disaster 1665 Buyout property.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-89:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/REIMBURSEMENT/BUSINESS MILEAGE/FEBRUARY 2009

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8185, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $149.85 to Debra A. Preston for reimbursement of business mileage for February 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2009-90:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC./DEMOLITION & TIPPING FEES/UNSAFE STRUCTURE/36 STILLWATER ROAD

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8187, account code A3650.4, in the amount of $17,950.00 to Gorick Construction Company, Inc., for demolition and tipping fees for an unsafe structure located at 36 Stillwater Road.
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Seconded by Mr. Francisco.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that the bank which owns 36 Stillwater Road (the “Bat House”) will reimburse the Town of Conklin for the cost of demolition and tipping fees.

RESO 2009-91:  RATIFY PAYMENT/LINK ENVIRONMENTAL INC./SURVEYS & SAMPLING/VARIOUS DISASTER 1650 BUYOUT PROPERTIES & UNSAFE STRUCTURE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8188, account codes HB8760.401 and A3650.4, in the amount of $22,303.04 to Link Environmental, Inc., for surveys and sampling for various Disaster 1650 Buyout properties and unsafe structure.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-92:  RATIFY PAYMENT/SUBURBAN SEPTIC, INC./SEPTIC TANK FILLING/UNSAFE STRUCTURE/36 STILLWATER ROAD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8189, account code A3650.4, in the amount of $430.00 to Suburban Septic, Inc., for filling of septic tank of unsafe structure located at 36 Stillwater Road.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously. 

RESO 2009-93:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT/CLAIMS #122-216 FOR 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #122-216 for the year 2009 for an amount totaling $120,758.01:





General



$ 66,146.14





Highway



   21,150.20





Fire Protection District

   19,399.59





Light Districts



     2,366.67





Sewer District 1


     1,374.01





Water District



     3,242.96





Water District #6


     7,078.44




Total




$120,758.01
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

It was noted that Voucher #121 in the amount of $575 to Admar Supply was removed.  The $575 was the cost of a pole saw purchased for the Parks Department but later returned.
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GARBAGE IN DUMPSTERS/COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Finch asked why so much garbage is being dumped in the dumpsters at the Community Center and asked if it is due to fundraisers conducted by non-profit groups “who don’t pay to use the building.”  Supervisor Preston stated that it is not the fundraisers but garbage being dumped illegally during the night, adding that the Parks Department is “looking for evidence” to find out who is doing the dumping.  She added that Waste Management is the company that picks up the dumpsters.  Mr. Minoia suggested that the dumpsters be locked and a key given to a representative from Waste Management.
RESO 2009-94:  ACCEPT GRANT/NYS/SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL/$118,630
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the “Safe Routes to School” Grant from New York State in the amount of $118,630.00.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that she worked with Mr. Minoia, Mr. John Mastronardi from Griffiths Engineering, and with Mr. Jerry Abbey from Susquehanna Valley School District on application for this grant.

RSO 2009-95:  APPROVE PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION, INC./FRIABLE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT/807 CONKLIN ROAD/$4,290

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves payment in the amount of $4,290 to Gorick Construction, Inc., for abatement of friable asbestos in a structure located at 807 Conklin Road, to be demolished as part of the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

HOBART/JULIUS ROGERS PARK & HOBART STONE BOUNDARY PROJECT

Mr. Bullock asked if the Town had received a response to the letter sent to Mr. Jim Hobart by the Town Attorney regarding the boundary between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.  Mr. Gorgos stated that there has been no response.  Mr. Bullock asked if Mr. Hobart is still dumping fill “behind Smith’s,” and Mr. Jones replied that Mr. Hobart is still dumping fill.  Mr. Jones explained that Mr. Hobart cannot fill any higher because he has reached his limitation, but he can fill in a wider area.  Supervisor Preston asked what will happen if there continues to be no response to the letter sent to Mr. Hobart and Mr. Gorgos replied that the next step is to ask the State Supreme Court for injunctive relief.

POSSIBLE LEASING OF LAND OBTAINED BY THE TOWN THROUGH FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM

Mr. Francisco asked if residents will be able to lease the land obtained by the Town through the Flood Buyout Program.  He stated that he has been asked by residents about the possibility of leasing land near the Susquehanna River to use for recreational purposes.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town is still waiting for approval for leasing from FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency).  She added that the Town of Kirkwood is leasing its FEMA land using a sample lease, but their lease program has not yet been approved by FEMA.  Supervisor Preston stated that she expects to receive permission from FEMA “soon,” and stated that residents should 
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send letters to the Town requesting to lease particular parcels of land.  She added that residents who lease the land from the Town must provide their own liability insurance.
SHAW ROAD ISSUES
Mr. Finch asked about the status of the garage that was operating illegally on Shaw Road and Supervisor Preston stated that it has been shut down.  Mr. Delamarter was able to enter the building to read the water meter.  Mr. Gorgos will check to see when the court date will be for this case.

Mr. Bullock asked about the unsafe structure located at 5 Shaw Road and Supervisor Preston stated that she is still working with the property owner on this issue.  She added that it will cost $20,000 to demolish the building and the property owner’s insurance company wants a deposit of 50%.  It was noted that someone is dumping garbage at 5 Shaw Road.

FEMA FLOOD RATING

Supervisor Preston stated that she is meeting with Mr. Jones, Mr. Mastronardi from Griffiths Engineering, and a representative from FEMA on March 13, 2009, to try to obtain a better flood rating for the Town of Conklin, which would save the residents money on their flood insurance.  She stated that the Town of Conklin is currently rated “10,” and that obtaining a rating of “9” would save the residents 5% on their flood insurance.  Supervisor Preston added that obtaining a rating of “8” would save the residents 10% on their flood insurance, but obtaining this rating would be difficult.  She stated that the new flood maps will be available within the next two months.
GRANT RECEIVED BY CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Conklin Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief George Frailey reported that the Fire Department recently received a grant for $84,000.

TRACTOR-TRAILERS PARKING ON CORPORATE DRIVE
Broome County Legislator Suzanne Gorman Messina, 6th District, reported that she spoke to the Broome County Department of Transportation regarding tractor trailers parking on Corporate Drive, which is owned by Broome County.  The Department of Transportation representative stated that the County has no authority on Corporate Drive but that the Town could restrict parking on Corporate Drive and Broome County would install signs to that effect.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will research this possibility.

RESO 2009-96:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/LITIGATION

Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:19 P.M. to discuss litigation.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:19 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation.
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RESO 2009-97:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Finch moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:37 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

16 WOODCREST WAY

Supervisor Preston reported that a discussion was held regarding property located at 16 Woodcrest Way.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Minoia moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
