REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 27, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on January 27, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk 


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Zoning Board of Appeals
William C. Northwood




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston




Zoning Board of Appeals
Norman Pritchard




Zoning Board of Appeals
 Hal Cole




Planning Board

Christopher Ostrowsky

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Press & Sun Bulletin

Connie McKinney



Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey




Broome Co. Legislature
Suzanne Gorman Messina




BCIDA


Richard D’Attilio







Joe Bartosik








Dolly Stout








John Colley








Sally (Sarah) Storm








Ruth Joyner








Laurie Francisco








Daniel Fitzsimmons








Betty Dougher








James I. Potter








Dell Boyle








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Vincent Miceli








Margaret Scarinzi

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 16, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to approve the December 16, 2008 Special Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 29, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Francisco moved to approve the December 29, 2008 Special Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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MINUTES:  JANUARY 13, 2009 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Minoia stated that the January 13, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes should be corrected on page 3, line 13 from the top to read “The dirt on this back property belongs to Mr. Rusty Luce.”

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the January 13, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as corrected.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORTS:

None.

OLD BUSINESS:

PROPANE/COMMUNITY CENTER

Supervisor Preston stated that Mirabito Fuel won the Broome County bid but, due to a shortage of propane in the Northeast, has a 60-day delivery time.  She added that she will be participating in a conference call with FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) to address the shortage.
NAME CHANGE/HARDING AVENUE & GRAY COURT
Supervisor Preston stated that she spoke with Brett Chellis, Director of Broome County Emergency Services, about the problems caused by the existence of streets named Harding Avenue and Gray Court in both the Town of Conklin and in the City of Binghamton, both with the same zip code.  She stated that Mr. Chellis stated that changing the names of the two streets would help ease the confusion for emergency services.  Town Counsel Mark Gorgos stated that the Town Board has the authority to change the name of a street within the Town and added that public safety issues are a very good reason to do so.  Supervisor Preston stated that a letter will be sent to residents of Harding Avenue and Gray Court inviting them to speak about this issue at 6:30 P.M. on February 10, 2009, just before the Town Board meeting, at the Town Hall.

SUZANNE GORMAN MESSINA/BROOME COUNTY LEGISLATURE, 6TH DISTRICT
Suzanne Gorman Messina, recently elected Broome County Legislator, 6th District, stated that “it is an honor to represent the people of Conklin,” and pledged to be “available to the residents, the Board and to Debbie” (Preston).  Ms. Messina stated that she and Supervisor Preston have already met to discuss issues concerning the Town and the County.
NEW BUSINESS:
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2009 STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS

Supervisor Preston presented her 2009 State of the Town Address, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  Highlights of her address included a recap of each department’s accomplishments for 2008 and plans for 2009.  She discussed the Water and Sewer Department’s conversion of equipment to the Scada Tech system, which, she added, gives “the most up to date information on our wells and sewer stations.”  This system can detect various problems within the system.  Supervisor Preston also addressed the substantial increase in the charge levied against the Town by the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Board and stated that the Town needs to “find ways that we can become more self-sufficient when it comes to sewer.”  She also addressed the rumors that the Town’s infiltration into the sewer lines is higher than normal, explaining that the numbers being quoted were calculated in August 2006, less than two months after the catastrophic flood of June 2006, and so, were higher than normal.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town had its sewer lines tested with both smoke, by New York State Rural Water, and with a camera, by Jones Water, and the results showed that the Town of Conklin’s sewer lines are in good shape.  Supervisor Preston stated that “a couple of hatches needed to be replaced,” which has been done, and the few problems found with cross connections have been corrected.  “Our infiltration is very minimal,” stated Supervisor Preston.
Supervisor Preston addressed the increase in both sewer and water rates in the Town and explained the reasons for the necessary increases.  She stated that the Town will be enforcing its local law regarding past due water bills, which states that the Town can, after Final Notice has been given and thirty days have passed, shut off the water at the address of the unpaid bill and can also charge a fee to reconnect the water service.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town secured $155,000 in funds to upgrade the Town meter system, at no cost to Town residents.
Supervisor Preston stated that the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) and the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) inspected the Town Landfill in the spring of 2008 and found some issues that needed to be corrected.  The Town hired the engineering firm of Shumaker Consulting and Engineering, which developed a course of action to correct the problems.  Supervisor Preston stated that the solutions developed by Shumaker Consulting and Engineering are acceptable to both the DEC and the EPA, as is the time frame in which the solutions will be implemented.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has requested authorization to test the Landfill only yearly, instead of quarterly, as is now required, which would result in the savings of “several thousand dollars.”
Supervisor Preston reported that a third pavilion was constructed in Schnurbusch Park, on property acquired through the 2005 Flood Buyout Program.  This will allow more people to utilize the park and will generate more income for the Town.  She reported that the stone bridge in Schnurbusch Park was removed as part of the water mitigation, and was replaced with a wooden bridge.  She stated that paving will be done on both sides of the new bridge as soon as weather permits.  Supervisor Preston stated that a new slide and swing set was installed at Conklin Forks Park, and a new liner was installed in the Conklin Pool in Schnurbusch Park.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town opened the new Community Center donated by the Maines family and dedicated the building, naming it the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.  She stated that the facility is used by the Conklin Seniors Club for their weekly meetings and by Broome County Meals on Wheels as a center of operations.  In addition, the facility has been rented for events ranging from “birthdays to funerals,” providing a space for the community to enjoy and generating income for the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that, “after much discussion and worry and after 35 years of being at Schnurbusch Park, the Town Fair moved down to the Community Center.”  She added that this “proved to be a great place to hold this annual event” and thanked the Parks and Highway Departments for their hard work in getting the site ready for the Fair.  Supervisor Preston added that a large garage is attached to the Community Center, which houses all of the Parks equipment and allows the Parks Department to perform all of its own maintenance in that facility, saving the Town money.
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Supervisor Preston stated that “2008 was a difficult year for the Highway Department” in terms of the economy and the work load.  The Town was still recovering from the 2006 Flood, with flood-damaged roads and bridges “still of the highest priority.”  Supervisor Preston thanked Town of Conklin officials and employees, and Town Attorney Mark Gorgos and Town Engineer Dan Griffiths for their various roles in helping to restore the Town’s infrastructure.  She commented that highway maintenance was ongoing alongside the repairs to the infrastructure and noted that the Town of Conklin Highway Department “has always taken pride for regarding highway maintenance a top priority during winter months.”  Supervisor Preston commended Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting and his “great team.”

Supervisor Preston stated that the Code Officer had also had a busy year, with Maines Paper and Food Service officially opening their new facility, as did FedEx Ground.  The FedEx Ground project required a great deal of effort to solve the issues with its lighting and the surrounding neighborhood.  Supervisor Preston noted that Impress USA was given approval for its new facility to be built in the Broome Corporate Park in 2009.  Supervisor Preston celebrated the re-opening in 2008 of the flood-ravaged Pronto Restaurant, closed for the last two and a half years as repairs were made after the 2006 Flood.  She commented that residents need to remember to come to the Code Office and fill out the proper paperwork before building or before opening a new business.  Supervisor Preston stated that the revised “Grass Law” is still under revision, and she thanked Code Officer Robert Jones for his “hard work and dedication to the Code Department and his diplomatic way of dealing with the Code issues and still enforcing the law, which is no easy task.”
Supervisor Preston stated that Town Assessor John McDonald “had to look at over 400 properties before the March 1 deadline,” including re-evaluating homes whose assessment was lowered in 2007 following the 2006 Flood, but which have since been rebuilt and need re-assessment.  She stated that after delivering the bad news of a loss of over $7 million in assessed value in 2007, Mr. McDonald was able to give the Town the good news that it had made up over $2 ½ million of that loss.  He is hoping to be able to report more of this loss being made up through new construction and completion of flood-damaged homes in 2008.  Supervisor Preston thanked Mr. McDonald and his staff for their hard work.
Supervisor Preston thanked the other department heads and their staff, including Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman, Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs, Secretary to the Supervisor Lisa Houston and her assistants, Josie Delamarter and Nancy Banick, and Justice J. Marshall Ayres and Court Clerks Diane Coe and Penny Lake.  She also welcomed Judge Ayres to his position, which became effective January 1, 2009.  Supervisor Preston thanked Town Historian Robert Barber, and the Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals.  She thanked the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department, “who are always there putting their lives on the line to protect our residents.”  Supervisor Preston stated, “To all of you I say thank you for all you do for the residents of the Town of Conklin; your hard work and dedication is greatly appreciated by all.”

Supervisor Preston stated that the acquisitions from the Flood Buyout Program are almost completed and added that all of the properties will be cleared and seeded and the project completed by September.  She stated that of the 30 homes submitted for Phase II of the 2006 Flood Buyout, only seven were approved.  Supervisor Preston stated that she is contacting FEMA to ask permission to lease some of the acquired parcels under the same conditions required of the Town by FEMA.  Leasing some of the parcels would decrease the amount of maintenance required by the Town.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town was approved for two more grants.  One is the Safe Routes to School Program, which will allow the Town to upgrade the crossing at the High School and Middle School area and increase safety.  The second grant, received through the office of Congressman Maurice Hinchey, is for $300,000 to help mitigate a small portion of Carlin Creek.  Supervisor Preston stated that grant funding is difficult to obtain, because it is very competitive, so the obtaining of over $800,000 in grants in 2007 and 2008 “is something that we all should be proud of.”
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Supervisor Preston stated that her goals for 2009 include:  1) Finish up the Buyouts and initiate the leasing program for these properties, if approved by FEMA; 2) Continue working on bringing businesses to our area and also to continue looking for more developers for new homes; 3) Continue to apply for grants, with the first area of concentration being a grant for the Code Department.  The Town will also seek grants for future mitigation dealing with disasters. 4)  Continue to work with County, State, and Federal representatives “seeking help as we continue to grow.”

Supervisor Preston closed by thanking the Town Board, adding that through any disagreements the Board may have, all are dedicated to “doing what we feel is right for the people we represent.”  She added, “We are all dedicated and determined to continue to make the Town of Conklin a great place to live and raise a family.”  Supervisor Preston stated that “the only agenda that we will have is the agenda for the people we have been elected to represent and we always have to remember to strive to keep an open mind.  God bless our country, our state, our county, and most of all, our community, as we move forward knowing that no matter what challenges we face, we are a strong community and a community to be proud of.”
(Break 7:30 – 7:32 P.M.)

UPDATES/TOWN BOARD COMMITTEE & LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS

Seniors Club Liaison (Gary Bullock) – Mr. Bullock reported that he spoke several times with Conklin Seniors Club President Charlie Scarantino and reported that the Seniors Club members are happy with their new meeting place at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.

Building & Grounds (Gary Bullock) – Mr. Bullock reported that plans are in place to repaint some areas of the Town Hall and to install chair rail.

Drainage (Jerry Minoia) – Mr. Minoia reiterated that the Town has been awarded a grant for $330,000 for mitigation of lower Carlin Creek.  He stated that the Highway Department changed the crossover pipe on David Drive and that the Susquehanna Valley School District reworked the dam behind the Donnelly Elementary School.

Cemetery (Jerry Minoia) – Mr. Minoia stated that he believes Shawsville Cemetery is “maxed out” on the number of burial lots available to sell.  He reported that five burials occurred at Shawsville Cemetery in 2008.  Mr. Minoia stated that the cemetery is in “relatively good condition” and was “well maintained by the Parks Department.”

Planning Board & Zoning Board of Appeals Liaison (Jerry Minoia) – Mr. Minoia stated that the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals work well together and added that he is looking forward to working with both boards in 2009.  He reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals heard four cases in 2008 – one use variance request and three area variance requests.  Mr. Minoia stated that the Planning Board was very busy in 2008.  Cases included Impress USA, which is scheduled to break ground in the spring of 2009 and employ 75 people; Fallbrook Subdivision, which has one house completed and occupied; the Community Sportsplex project, for which the clubhouse portion of the project was approved; Sip of Seattle; Groundhog Garden; Aton’s Repair Shop; R & R Mulch; Kaleah’s Kloset; Mix and Match Shop; the Conklin Cemetery expansion; and the re-opening of Pronto Cucina.

Castle (Chuck Francisco) – Although he only took office in November 2008, Mr. Francisco has attended a meeting of the Association of Towns and Villages with Supervisor Preston and has met with the Conklin Historical Society.  Mr. Francisco stated that he is helping the Historical Society focus its efforts to restore the Castle, noting that the Town updated heat, electrical service, and drainage for the Castle in 2008.
Mr. Francisco has worked with the Broome County Office of the Aging to bring the Flu Clinic to Conklin for the past five years and this year is working with the Office of the Aging to provide tax assistance for senior citizens in February.  This service will be offered at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center.
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Conklin Volunteer Fire Department Liaison (Chuck Francisco) – As liaison to the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department for 2009, Mr. Francisco will meet with the Board of Directors of the Fire Department and with Fire Chief George Frailey.

Highway Department & Parks Department Liaison (Jim Finch) – Mr. Finch serves as liaison to both the Highway Department and the Parks Department and he stated that it is “an honor and a privilege to work with both departments,” and thanked the department heads and their crews.
Youth Commission Liaison (Jim Finch) – Mr. Finch also serves as liaison to the Youth Commission and he thanked Youth Commissioner Fran Bealo and his crew for the outstanding job that Mr. Bealo and his department have done in overseeing youth sports in Conklin.  Mr. Finch noted that Mr. Bealo is working with the Town of Binghamton Youth Sports Program and with Susquehanna Valley Varsity Basketball Coach Mark Ward to enhance the Conklin Youth Sports Program.

RESO 2009-37:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BRENDE BRAMAN/MATERIAL & LABOR/SPECIAL EVENT DECORATIONS/TOWN HALL
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8036, account code A1620.4, in the amount of $225.00 to Brende Braman for material and labor for special event decorations located at the Town Hall.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-38:  RATIFY WIRE PAYMENT/POSTAGE ON CALL/POSTAGE MACHINE REIMBURSEMENT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies a wire payment, account codes A1670.4 and A1355.4, in the amount of $1,000.00 to Postage on Call for postage machine reimbursement.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-39:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NYS & LOCAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS/FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2009 ANNUAL INVOICE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8041, account codes A637, DA637, SW637, A9010.8, DA9010.8, and SW9010.8, in the amount of $59,157.00 to New York State and Local Retirement Systems for the annual invoice for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-40:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC./PAYMENT #1/2009 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #8043, account code F1-3410.4, in the amount of $217,735.41 to the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., for payment #1 of the 2009 Fire Protection Agreement.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Abstain, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 - Abstain.

RESO 2009-41:  RATIFY MEDICAL ABSTRACT PAYMENTS/2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies the listed medical abstract payments for 2008, account codes A9060.802-3, DA9060.802-3, and SW9060.802-3 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

IMPRESS USA/APPLICATION/TRIPLE CITIES EMPIRE ZONE REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT PROJECT
Richard D’Attilio of the Broome County Industrial Development Agency (BCIDA) and Margaret Scarinzi, Broome County Empire Zone Co-ordinator, spoke about Impress USA, which will be breaking ground in the spring for its new facility in the Broome Corporate Park.  Impress USA is seeking a PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) agreement as a member of a New York State Empire Zone, although its location will be outside the boundaries of the area’s Empire Zone.  Impress USA is therefore applying for status as a Regionally Significant Project of the Triple Cities Empire Zone and is seeking a resolution from the Conklin Town Board stating that the Board concurs with the designation of Impress USA as a Regionally Significant Project.  One of the criteria for this designation is the employment of at least 50 people, and Impress USA plans to employ 75 people.  Impress USA will be conducting interviews for employees at the Conklin Town Hall in February.  In response to a query from Mr. Finch, Ms. Scarinzi confirmed that the designation is limited to the footprint of the project.  The designation of Impress USA as a Regionally Significant Project has already been approved by New York State.
RESO 2009-42:  SUPPORT & CONCURRENCE WITH TRIPLE CITIES EMPIRE ZONE (FORMERLY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE) REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT PROJECT APPLICATION/IMPRESS USA

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


WHEREAS, New York State has created the Economic Development Zone Program, now known as the Empire Zones Program, to encourage industrial and commercial development in select municipalities across the State, and


WHEREAS, New York State has amended the Zones program to increase benefits and allow additional areas to be deemed as Regionally Significant Projects, and


WHEREAS, the County of Broome and the Town of Conklin intend to amend the Triple Cities of Broome County Empire Zone boundaries to encourage industrial and commercial development and to allow for the designation of lands in the Town of Conklin for a Regionally Significant Project, and

WHEREAS, Impress USA, Inc., located at 379 Broome Corporate Parkway, Conklin, New York, meets the criteria of 957(d) of the general municipal law as a regionally significant project by projecting to create 50 net new manufacturing jobs for inclusion within the Triple 
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Cities of Broome County Empire Zone in an area outside the district and separate contiguous areas, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Conklin wishes to support and concur with the Empire Zone designation of section 194.07, block 1, and lot  4.1, as a Regionally Significant Project on Behalf of Impress USA, Inc., and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, in its capacity as governing body of the Town of Conklin, does hereby support and concur with the Triple Cities of Broome County Empire Zone to include the properties more particularly described below as follows:




Section 194.07, block 1, and lot 4.1

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DEVIATION FROM STANDARD PILOT AGREEMENT/IMPRESS USA

Supervisor Preston explained that a standard PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) agreement requires a new business to pay 25% of the taxes due during years 1-5 of the agreement, 50% during years 6-10, and 75% during years 11-15, before requiring 100% of payment beginning with year 16.  This standard PILOT agreement is usually utilized with new businesses moving into the Broome Corporate Park.  Impress USA, however, is seeking a deviation from the standard PILOT agreement, in which Impress USA would pay 100% of the taxes due to the Town, County, and SV School District for years 1-10, then receive a tax credit of $15,000 per year for years 11-20, pro-rated between the Town, County, and School District.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that the Town would receive 100% of the taxes owed to it “up front” for the next ten years, and during years 11-20 would only lose $12,000.  She said that taxes on the 100,000 square foot building would be calculated using the approximate assessment plus the equalization rate.  Supervisor Preston called the proposed PILOT agreement a “win-win” for everyone.
RESO 2009-43:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/REQUEST BCIDA/DEVIATE FROM STANDARD PILOT POLICY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to request that the Broome County Industrial Development Agency (BCIDA) deviate from its Standard Industrial Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes (PILOT) Policy for the R2Development Company, LLC (Impress USA, Inc., manufacturing project in the Broome County Corporate Park, Conklin, New York).

The PILOT will provide for $15,000 per year tax credit to be applied to the Conklin Town/Highway, Broome County general, and Susquehanna Valley Central School District tax for years 11-20 of the agreement.


Further, the Conklin Town/Highway, Broome County general, and Susquehanna Valley Central School District will participate on a pro-rata percentage basis as it relates to their share of the total tax.


The Town Board of the Town of Conklin stipulated that this agreement applies to Impress USA, Inc., only.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Finch asked Mr. D’Attilio if the BCIDA has any plans for the Nelson Wright property and Mr. D’Attilio stated that the BCIDA has no plans for the parcel currently, but will acquire the parcel as it is currently zoned and ask for re-zoning if and when that becomes necessary.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT/BUDGET
Supervisor Preston stated that the Town is paying the debt on the culverts and front-end loader early and that the Highway Department is on schedule to purchase a large dump truck and a smaller truck.  She stated that Mr. Latting has a Dodge truck for which he is getting a $10,000 trade-in value and which will be picked up on January 28, 2009.  Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Latting also has a Bo-Mag roller, for which the Town paid $6,500, and for which Mr. Latting is getting a $5,000 trade-in value.
Supervisor Preston stated that the new roller which Mr. Latting is scheduled to purchase is not on the New York State OGS (Office of General Services) bid list, and so must be put out to bid.  Mr. Latting stated that he is looking at a 2 and ½ ton vibratory Whacker Roller at AdMar Supply on Commerce Avenue in Vestal.  The Whacker Roller has a Perkins engine and costs $29,175.  He stated that if the roller is ordered by March 1, 2009, the distributor will deduct $1,000 from the price, making it $28,175.  Mr. Latting stated that he has “looked at many machines,” including a Monroe model which costs $38,000, Dynapack, Hamms, IR, and Volvo.  He stated that it is “hard to find U.S.-built machines,” adding that the closest dealer of Bo-Mag equipment is located in Syracuse.
RESO 2009-44:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/INVITATION TO BID/2 AND ½ TON HYDROSTATIC VIBRATORY ROLLER/GENERIC SPECIFICATONS/BID OPENING TO BE FEBRUARY 23, 2009 AT 2 P.M.
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to issue an Invitation to Bid on generic specifications for a two and one-half ton hydrostatic vibratory roller, with the bid opening to be held at the Conklin Town Hall at 2:00 P.M. on February 23, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

VOLVO DUMP TRUCK & PLOW

Supervisor Preston stated that the large dump truck that Mr. Latting is scheduled to purchase, a Volvo dump truck and plow, is on the New York State OGS bid list, and added that the Town will finance the purchase with an eight-year bond.  She added that the payment will be “half of what the current one is” (that the Town is paying off).  Mr. Latting stated that the dump truck and plow have a 90 day delivery time.

RESO 2009-45:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/PURCHASE VOLVO VHD 42 DUMP TRUCK WITH TARCO BODY & VIKING PLOW/OGS PRICING

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to purchase a Volvo VHD 42 Dump Truck with Tarco body and Viking plow, utilizing New York State OGS bid pricing.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Gorgos stated that he will have the bond for the dump truck purchase prepared for the February 10, 2009 Town Board meeting.
NEW WATER METERS AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT
Supervisor Preston stated that FEMA will pay to replace the water meters and ancillary equipment necessary for the municipal water system, as part of the replacement of equipment lost and/or damaged in the 2006 Flood.  She added that this includes labor and installation of the new equipment.  Mr. Minoia asked if the new equipment will include warranties and Supervisor Preston confirmed that warranties will be included because it will be new equipment.

RESO 2009-46:  AUTHORIZE WATER SUPERINTENDENT/INVITATION TO BID/250 SENSUS WATER METERS & ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT/OR COMPATIBLE SYSTEM THAT IS SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT/BID OPENING FEBRUARY 23, 2009 AT 2:30 P.M.

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Water Superintendent to issue an Invitation to Bid on providing to the Town 25o Sensus Water Meters and ancillary equipment, or a compatible system that is substantially equivalent, with the bid opening to take place at the Conklin Town Hall at 2:30 P.M. on February 23, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gorgos will check the bid specifications for accuracy and provide them to Mr. Delamarter and to Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs.

BOND ANTICIPATION NOTE (B.A.N.)/FEMA “GAP MONEY”

Mr. Gorgos stated that the Bond Anticipation Note (B.A.N.) for the FEMA “gap money” (money the Town must pay “up front” and later be reimbursed by FEMA) is due on February 24, 2009.  He stated that the interest rate has dropped to 3.5% and that the Town can obtain a locked interest rate for five years on the needed $370,000 at NBT Bank.

RESO 2009-47:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/OBTAIN STATUTORY BOND/$370,000/FIVE YEAR TERM/2-24-2009/NBT BANK

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to obtain a Statutory Bond in the amount of $370,000 for a five year term commencing February 24, 2009, with NBT Bank.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

UNAUTHORIZED REPAIR SHOP/SHAW ROAD

Mr. Minoia asked for an update on the unauthorized auto repair shop located on Shaw Road.  Supervisor Preston stated that nothing has changed and that the court date has been scheduled and counsel has been allowed to return.  She stated that the repair license was legally issued by New York State even though there is no authorized site plan in place.
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BROOME COUNTY BID PRICING

Mr. Minoia asked if copies of the Broome County bid pricing lists could be obtained and Supervisor Preston explained that the Broome County Purchasing Department routinely sends copies of the bid prices and awards to the Town Clerk, who forwards the information to appropriate parties in the Town, such as the Supervisor’s office, Water and Sewer Department, or Highway Department.

THRIFT STORE/WHITE BINS

Mr. Minoia asked for an update on the unauthorized Thrift Store and white used clothing bins owned by Mr. Les Platt.  Supervisor Preston stated that Code Officer Robert Jones issued a Stop Work Order and that the Thrift Store is closed and that the dumpster was removed from Cars and Cones on Conklin Road.  Mr. Jones added that Mr. Platt is appearing before the Town Planning Board at its February 23, 2009 meeting.
SHAW ROAD RAILROAD CROSSING
Mr. Francisco stated that the railroad crossing on Shaw Road has deteriorated and needs repair.  Supervisor Preston directed Mr. Jones to call the railroad company and request that the railroad crossing be repaired as soon as possible.

HOBART/BARRIER PROJECT/JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Mr. Finch asked for an update on Mr. James Hobart and the Barrier Project between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.  Mr. Delamarter commented that “it is time for the Town to take Mr. Hobart to court and make him fix the fence he broke.”  Mr. Finch cited safety issues, adding that the stones are piled too high near the road.  Supervisor Preston added that there is a “crater in the road” where a stone was dropped.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Board should turn the matter over to Mr. Gorgos.  Mr. Delamarter commented that Mr. Hobart wants the land where the Julius Rogers School stood before it was demolished.  Mr. Bullock stated that the boundary should return to the original Town property line.  Mr. Finch agreed, adding that Mr. Hobart is “gaining twenty feet at the creek.”  Mr. Delamarter has a survey which shows the original property lines and the areas of encroachment by Hobart Stone.  Supervisor Preston suggested that the Town install a temporary snow fence to protect the neighborhood children and to protect the Town from liability.  Mr. Delamarter asked who would pay for the snow fence and Supervisor Preston reiterated that it will protect the Town from at least some of the liability.

NYMIR/CHECK RECEIVED
Supervisor Preston stated that a representative from NYMIR (New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal) spoke at a recent Association of Towns meeting.  She stated that it cost the Town $14,000 to join NYMIR, but the Town will receive 75% of the cost back over three years.  Supervisor Preston stated that the first of three checks was received by the Town in the amount of $3,743.  
Mr. Gorgos stated that he will bring the requested changes to the Employee Policy Manual regarding Medicare to the February 10, 2009 Town Board meeting.

RESO 2009-48:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/LITIGATION

Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:38 P.M. to discuss litigation.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:38 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Mark Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation.

RESO 2009-49:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:43 P.M.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.


Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
