REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 13, 2009

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on January 13, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman



Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board Chairman
Tom Voloshen




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole




(Water & Sewer/Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter excused due to 











illness.)

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein



Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey








Jack R. Dean








Joseph Bartosik








Dolly Stout








Laurie Francisco








John Colley








Judy Kelly








Tom Kelly








Liz Puckey








Mike Kauffman








Katy McGuigan








Jack Chapman








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 9, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Francisco stated that the December 9, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes should be amended on page 11, lines 8 and 9 from the bottom, to read “…the possibility of adding two stop signs on Woodcrest Way at its intersection with Suncrest Drive, in an effort to slow down traffic on Woodcrest Way.”

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the December 9, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as corrected.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Francisco stated that Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting had researched the possibility of adding the two stop signs on Woodcrest Way and had been advised that this would make the situation worse rather than better, because drivers would be more apt to speed away from the stop signs.

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 16, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING & DECEMBER 29, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

The Town Board agreed to hold over approval of the minutes of both the December 16, 2008, and the December 29, 2008 Special Town Board Meetings until the January 27, 2009 Regular Town Board Meeting.
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CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Code Officer, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Highway Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a report from Youth Commissioner Fran Bealo, a letter from Les Platt about the collection bins in Town, and a copy of the liquor license renewal application from Jane Lazaros, owner of Jane’s Diner, declaring her intent to renew the on premise liquor license for Jane’s Diner.
ABC APPLICATION/JANE’S DINER/NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of a copy of the liquor license renewal application from Jane Lazaros, owner of Jane’s Diner, applying for renewal of her on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.
No opposition was voiced.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

NOISE COMPLAINT/JACK DEAN/CONKLIN FORKS ROAD

Mr. Jack Dean of Conklin Forks Road complained that his neighbors create noise “so loud that we can’t have company.”  Attorney Angel Aton is researching the Town Code regarding restrictions on noise after 10:00 P.M.  Attorney Mark Gorgos stated that part of the problem is the “antiquated standards” found in the Town Code regarding noise levels, adding that measurement is a problem.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the City of Binghamton Court and the New York State Supreme Court are the only avenues through which Mr. Dean can seek relief, since the Town of Conklin Court does not have jurisdiction in a situation like this.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town needs to “overhaul this law.”  Mr. Gorgos’s office will send a letter to the neighbor who is creating the noise stating that the Town has received a complaint and the Code Officer is investigating the situation. 

Mr. Dean stated that his other issue with this neighbor, a drainage issue, has been resolved and added that he is installing a privacy fence.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that the winter weather has been “brutal” on his department, including the recent ice storm on January 7, 2009, which Mr. Latting stated produced “no accidents” in the Town of Conklin.

Mr. Latting reported that the final FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) project, the Fallbrook Road Bridge project, is completed and the work “done very well.”  Town Engineer Dan Griffiths signed off on the project.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Highway Department is “doing a good job out there.”  She stated that she received a phone call from a resident who wanted to fill his pickup truck with sand and salt from the Highway Garage and was denied, and she stated she also referred the caller to Mr. Latting, who also denied the request.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town “can’t let everyone take Town of Conklin sand and salt.”  Mr. Minoia, former Highway Superintendent, stated that the Town “always used to allow residents to take a five-gallon pail of sand and salt, but never allowed a whole truck load.”
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REPORT:  CODE OFFICER
In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that he completed the required New York State Code Officers’ training, and completed the safety inspections of buildings which contain areas of public assembly.  He stated that his office issued 134 building 
permits in 2008, including seven new homes, 11 additions, two full house renovations, and 15 houses on which flood repair is still being completed.

Mr. Jones stated that he worked with Mr. Latting and Mr. Boatwright, property owner, to trim the tree on the Boatwright property near the stop sign at the intersection of Whiting Way and Suncrest Drive to allow better visibility for drivers.

Mr. Minoia asked Mr. Jones about fill dirt that Mr. Minoia has seen being trucked in at Chipper’s on Conklin Road.  Mr. Jones replied that this fill dirt is taken from the FedEx Ground site in Broome Corporate Park, adding that he issued a Stop Work Order on filling the property behind Chipper’s. This back property belongs to Mr. Rusty Luce.  Mr. Jones will investigate the situation at Chipper’s.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that she completed her annual New York State inspection successfully.  Mrs. Weidman added that she spoke to the inspector about the mandatory dog enumeration and was informed that dog enumerations have not been mandatory for the past two years.  She added that she had 36 dog pickups in 2008 vs. 54 pickups in 2007, so she feels the Town is “pretty much up to date.”  The last dog enumeration in the Town of Conklin was completed in 2002.  Mr. Finch asked that research be done into the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law to make sure there will be no consequences to the Town if an enumeration is not done.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the enumeration requirement was policy rather than law.  The Town Board agreed to cancel the planned dog enumeration.
REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports referenced in the minutes are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

Conklin Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief George Frailey stated that he has no report for this month.

OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2009-1:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE/TWO PROPERTIES/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town.
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GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS

TAX MAP NUMBER

Gloria D. Galazyn
1 Lilac Place, Town of 

194.12-1-30 (portion of)





Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Julian J. Grier

1279 Conklin Road, Town  

194.04-2-7





of Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-2:  AUTHORIZE/J. MARSHALL AYRES/SET UP & SIGN ACCOUNTS/PEOPLE’S NATIONAL BANK/TOWN JUSTICE

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes J. Marshall Ayres to establish and sign bank accounts at People’s National Bank in his position as Town Justice.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-3:  RATIFY PAYMENT/LOWE’S/CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS FOR COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7785, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $171.12 to Lowe’s for Christmas decorations for the Community Center.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-4:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP BENEFITS/4TH QUARTER DISABILITY INSURANCE PAYMENT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7910, account codes A9055.4, DA9055.4, and SW9055.4, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group Benefits for Fourth Quarter Disability Insurance payment.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-5:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D. PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/12-4-08 – 12-29-08

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7913, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $164.39 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period of December 4, 2008, through December 29, 2008.
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Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2009-6:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DARLENE WEIDMAN/REIMBURSEMENT/COMMUNITY CENTER CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7914, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $32.37 to Darlene Weidman for reimbursement for purchase of Christmas decorations for the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-7:  RATIFY PAYMENT/TOWN OF CONKLIN JUSTICE PETTY CASH/STARTING PETTY CASH FOR TOWN COURT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7922, account code A212, in the amount of $100.00 to the Town of Conklin Justice Petty Cash for starting Petty Cash for the Town Court.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-8:  RATIFY PAYMENT/SUBURBAN SEPTIC, INC./INVOICE #28232/PUMP & FILL IN SEPTIC SYSTEM/TWO FLOOD BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7925, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $860.00 to Suburban Septic, Inc., for payment of Invoice #28232 for the pumping and filling in of septic systems for two properties acquired through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-9:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BLAKESLEE RESTAURANT SUPPLY/INVOICE #9013093/COMMUNITY CENTER KITCHENWARE SUPPLIES

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7927, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $119.96 to Blakeslee Restaurant Supply for payment of Invoice #9013093 for kitchenware supplies for the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2009-10:  RATIFY PAYMENTS/TOWN OF CONKLIN JUSTICE DEPARTMENT/MONIES NEEDED TO OPEN TWO BANK ACCOUNTS/PEOPLE’S NATIONAL BANK/CHECK PRINTING COSTS
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #7928-7931, account code A1110.4, in the total amount of $324.78 to the Town of Conklin Justice Department for monies needed to open two accounts with People’s National Bank and to pay for the cost of printing checks.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-11:  APPOINT YOUTH COMMISSION/J. BRUETSCH/B. STOCK/R. STORM/R. LINEBAUGH/2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints the following to the Town of Conklin Youth Commission for the year 2009:  Joseph Bruetsch, Brian Stock, Rusty Storm, and Rob Linebaugh.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-12:  AUTHORIZE OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES/RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT/MILEAGE/USE OF PERSONAL VEHICLES/PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS ONLY/CURRENT IRS STANDARD MILEAGE RATE PER MILE

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the officers and employees herein named to receive reimbursement of mileage for use of personal vehicles at the current IRS Standard Mileage Rate per mile for performance of their duties on official business only:  Supervisor, Town Clerk, Highway Superintendent, Zoning Board of Appeals members, Planning Board members, Town Historian, Town Justice, Secretary to the Supervisor, Supervisor Clerk, Code Enforcement Officer, Town Assessor, Youth Commissioner, Water and Sewer Superintendent, Town Board members, Deputy Town Clerk, and Justice Clerks.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston noted that the IRS Standard Mileage Rate changes every six months, in January and in June, and is currently $.55 per mile.

RESO 2009-13:  AUTHORIZE MONTHLY CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT/D. PRESTON/$30.00 PER MONTH/2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes a monthly cell phone reimbursement to Debra Preston at a rate of $30.00 per month for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2009-14:  AUTHORIZE MONTHLY CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT/T. DELAMARTER/$35.00 PER MONTH/2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes a monthly cell phone reimbursement to Tom Delamarter at a rate of $35.00 per month for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-15:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #1265-1358 FOR 2008

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the payment of the following claims #1265-1358 for the year 2008 in the total amount of $134,032.89:




General




$ 59,718.08




Highway




   22,313.43




2006 Highway Roads/Bridges HH

   43,024.50




Light Districts




     2,314.88




Sewer District 1



     1,420.65




Water District




     5,241.35



Total





$134,032.89
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-16:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #1, 3-34 FOR 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the payment of the following claims #1 and #3-34 for the year 2009 in the total amount of $205,199.78:




General




$ 95,624.65




Highway




   40,731.03




Sewer District #3



   20,153.00




Sewer District #1



   42,978.65




Water District




     5,712.45



Total





$205,199.78
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-17:  SET UP COMMITTEES FOR 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin sets up the following Committees for the year 2009:
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Supervisor – Preston


Serves on all Committees




Deputy Supervisor


Jim Finch




Castle




Charles Francisco




Senior Citizen Liaison


Gary Bullock




Insurance



Charles Francisco




Parks & Pool



Jim Finch




Cemeteries



Jerry Minoia




Fire Department Liaison

Charles Francisco




Youth Liaison



Jim Finch




Buildings & Grounds


Gary Bullock




Planning & Zoning Liaison

Jerry Minoia




Highway Liaison


Jim Finch




Drainage Districts


Jerry Minoia

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-18:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER OF ALL 2008 VETERANS MEMORIAL PROJECT COLLECTIONS/$3,083.00/TO RESERVE FUND EFFECTIVE 12-31-2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of all 2008 Veterans Memorial Project collections, in the total amount of $3,083.00, to a reserve fund, effective December 31, 2008, assuring that these funds are used only for the purpose of the Veterans Memorial Project.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-19:  INCREASE 2009 HIGHWAY BUDGET/PAY OFF DRAINAGE CULVERT BOND (HC) & 2006 CASE LOADER EARLY/DURING 2009 SCHEDULED PAYMENT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin increases the 2009 Highway Budget as follows, in order to pay off the Drainage Culvert Bond (HC) and the 2006 Case Loader early, during the 2009 scheduled payment:

DA510  Estimated Revenues




$95,418.00


DA599     Appropriated Fund Balance
     
  75,000.00


DA5031   Transfer from Funds


  20,418.00



DA960   Appropriations




$95,418.00




DA9730.6
Culvert Improvements Principal
  80,000.00





DA9785.6
Installment Debt Principal

  15,418.00

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that by paying off the Drainage Culvert Bond and the Case Loader early, the Town could take advantage of lower interest rates to purchase new equipment scheduled for the Highway Department for 2009.
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RESO 2009-20:  APPROVE PAYMENT/SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT/CONKLIN SENIOR HOUSING PILOT CONTRACT FOR 2007 & 2008 AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY TOWN
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves payment, account code A9797.6, in the amount of $14,191.20 to the Susquehanna Valley School District for school taxes per the Conklin Senior Housing PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) Contract for amounts received by the Town in 2007 and 2008.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-21:  APPROVE PAYMENT/BROOME COUNTY/CONKLIN SENIOR HOUSING PILOT CONTRACT FOR 2007 & 2008 AMOUNTS RECEIVED BY TOWN
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves payment, account code A9797.6, in the amount of $3,088.80 to Broome County for county taxes per the Conklin Senior Housing PILOT Contract for amounts received by the Town in 2007 and 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-22:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER/STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/GENERAL FUND/AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2008
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts in the General Fund as of December 31, 2008 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-23:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER/STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/HIGHWAY FUND/AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2008
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts in the Highway Fund as of December 31, 2008 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-24:  AUTHORIZE TRANSFER/STATED AMOUNTS TO STATED ACCOUNTS/WATER & SEWER FUND/AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the transfer of the stated amounts to the stated accounts in the Water and Sewer Fund as of December 31, 2008 (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2009-25:  AUTHORIZE APPROPRIATION/INCREASED REVENUE/DUE TO RECLASSIFICATION/REFUND OF PRIOR YEAR EXPENDITURES COMPARED TO APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the appropriation of increased Revenue due to the reclassification of the refund of prior year expenditures compared with appropriations (see attached).

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-26:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/BROOME COUNTY/MEALS ON WHEELS/1-1-2009 – 12-31-2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Broome County allowing the Meals on Wheels program to continue to operate from the Floyd L. Maines Community Center for the period January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-27:  APPOINT RENEA POMEROY/SUBSTITUTE CROSSING GUARD/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Renea Pomeroy to the position of Substitute School Crossing Guard, effective January 1, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

In response to a query from the Board, Supervisor Preston replied that the School Crossing Guard is on duty in the afternoon from 1:50 P.M. until 2:25 P.M.

RESO 2009-28:  APPOINT DANIEL WALTON/SUBSTITUTE CROSSING GUARD/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Daniel Walton to the position of Substitute School Crossing Guard, effective January 1, 2009.
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Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

THANK YOU/C. FRANCISCO/CALENDARS
Supervisor Preston distributed calendars depicting employee holidays and thanked Mr. Francisco for creating these calendars for the Board and for the employees of the Town.

RESO 2009-29:  RESCIND RESO 2008-324:  APPOINT CHRISTOPHER OSTROWSKY/PLANNING BOARD/FIVE YEAR TERM/1-1-2009 – 12-31-2013

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin rescinds Resolution 2008-324, dated December 16, 2008, which appointed Christopher Ostrowsky as a member of the Town Planning Board for a five-year term to run from January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2013.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-30:  APPOINT CHRISTOPHER OSTROWSKY/PLANNING BOARD/ONE-YEAR TERM/TO COMPLETE UNEXPIRED TERM OF CHARLES FRANCISCO/1-1-2009 – 12-31-2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Christopher Ostrowsky as a member of the Town Planning Board for a one-year term, running from January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009, to complete the unexpired term of Charles Francisco, who resigned from the Planning Board after a successful campaign for a seat on the Town Board. 

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW EQUIPMENT/HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Supervisor Preston stated that the Highway Department is scheduled to buy a new large dump truck to replace the 2001 Dodge truck, which Mr. Latting stated is becoming worn out and no longer cost effective to repair and use.  The 2001 Dodge is a one-ton dump truck.  Mr. Latting plans to purchase a larger replacement truck, a GMC 5500 series, four-wheel drive dumptruck on New York State OGS (Office of General Services) bid.

RESO 2009-31:  AUTHORIZE PURCHASE/HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/GMC 5500 4X4 2009 DUMP TRUCK & PLOW/NYS OGS BID/BURR TRUCK & TRAILER SALES, INC./$79,421.29

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to purchase a GMC 5500 4X4 2009 Dumptruck and Plow from Burr Truck & Trailer Sales, Inc., for the New York State OGS bid price of $79,421.29.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Mr. Latting stated that the plow is included in the OGS pricing and that delivery will be made in March 2009.  Mr. Gorgos stated that, since the Town is bonding for the truck, 40 days will be required to publish the Bond Notice and Notice of Estoppel.  

RESO 2009-32:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/ALLAN ROTTO CONSULTANTS, INC./CHECK TELEPHONE BILLS FOR OVERCHARGES
Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Allan Rotto Consultants, Inc. to examine the Town’s telephone bills for overcharges or discrepancies.  There is no charge to the Town unless an error is discovered.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2009-33:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 1, 2009/ALLOWING SERVICE FEE FOR REINSTATEMENT OF WATER SERVICE/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/FEBRUARY 10, 2009 AT 7:05 P.M.
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law 1, 2009, which will allow a service fee to be charged for the reinstatement of water service from the Town of Conklin, and schedules a Public Hearing on the proposed law to be held on February 10, 2009, at 7:05 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

If enacted, this law will allow the Town to charge residents a service fee when their water is turned back on, if it has been shut off for non-payment of their water bills.

RESO 2009-34:  AMEND EMPLOYEE POLICY MANUAL/EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTION TO COST OF HEALTH CARE INSURANCE TO BE SET BY RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD ANNUALLY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin amends the Town of Conklin Policy Manual to state in Section 1.a. that the percentage that constitutes the employee contribution to the cost of health care insurance will be set annually by resolution of the Town Board.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gorgos explained that an annual resolution will be needed to determine the amount of the employee contribution for that year, beginning with 2010, as the amount has already been set for 2009.
LETTER FROM JAMES HOBART/JULIUS ROGERS BARRIER PROJECT

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town received a letter from Mr. James Hobart in response to the letter sent to Mr. Hobart by the Town on December 19, 2008, regarding the barrier Mr. Hobart had agreed to construct between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.  In his letter, Mr. 
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Hobart stated that due to his health concerns and the current state of the economy he will be unable to construct the proposed barrier and will instead “repair the fence as it was.”  Mr. Finch asked exactly what is meant by “repair the fence as it was.”  The Town Board agreed that Mr. Hobart must repair the fence to the condition it was in when it was first installed.  Mr. Gorgos stated that more dialogue is needed between the Town and Mr. Hobart.
UPDATE/PROPOSED “GRASS LAW”

Supervisor Preston stated that Attorney Angel Aton will meet with Mr. Finch and Mr. Minoia at 3:00 P.M. on January 26, 2009, to discuss the wording of the proposed “Grass Law.”  It was noted that this would normally have been the date of the monthly Planning Board meeting, moved from the third Monday because of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, but the Planning Board does not have any cases to review this month.  It was noted that the February Planning Board meeting will also probably be moved from its usual date because of the Presidents’ Day holiday.
UPDATE/DAMAGE TO PARKING LOT & DRIVEWAY AT COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Minoia asked for an update on the damage being done to the driveway and parking lot at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center by the trucks moving fill for the Sportsplex project.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Sportsplex developers must come back to the Town Planning Board for approval of changes to the original site plan.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town wants a promise in writing from the developers that they will install a new driveway to replace the one that they have damaged with their trucks.
OGS PRICING FOR PROPANE/HEAT COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Minoia asked for an update regarding OGS (New York State Office of General Services) pricing for propane as a possibility for heating the Community Center.  Supervisor Preston replied that the company that won the OGS contract is located in Albany, and has a three-day delivery time, so it is not a feasible choice for the Town.  She stated that she will research possibilities in Broome County.  Mr. Finch noted that Warner Gas pricing is only $.05 more than the OGS pricing.
Mr. Gorgos asked what the total annual cost would be for heating with propane and Supervisor Preston replied that the total annual cost is below the bid requirement threshold.  Mr. Francisco asked if heating with natural gas is a possibility and Supervisor Preston replied that it will cost $2,000 to change the orifices, which could be done in the spring if the Board decides to make that change.

UPDATE/LES PLATT/WHITE CLOTHING BINS
Mr. Minoia asked for an update regarding Mr. Les Platt and the white clothing donation bins which Mr. Platt has placed in the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Platt was sent to the Planning Board and has refused to remove the bins.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the bins create a site plan issue for the property owners upon whose property the bins have been placed.  He suggested that a letter be sent to all property owners who have allowed the bins to be placed on their property and require all of them to appear before the Planning Board for site plan review.  Mr. Gorgos stated that these bins are promoted as a charity opportunity but are actually a business, since the donated clothing is then sold on e-Bay.  He added that Mr. Platt also has a “thrift store” in the Town of Conklin which is out of compliance with the Zoning Ordinance because of its location, and added that a Stop Work Order will be issued for the “thrift store.”
Mr. Gorgos added that a court date of January 16, 2009 has been set by the New York State Supreme Court to hear the case against the owners of the unapproved car repair shop on Shaw Road.  He added that the shop did obtain a repair license from New York State.
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Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos about the case of the missing funds from the Town Justice Court and Mr. Gorgos replied that this case is progressing, adding that he met with the DA (District Attorney) in December 2008 for a verification audit.

OUTSIDE LIGHTS AT COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Finch asked about the outside lights at the Community Center, inquiring whether they are lit all night or set to go off at a certain time.  Mr. Francisco replied that the lights are on a timer to come on and go off, with the lights on the four corners of the building set with an electronic “eye” for security for the building.  Supervisor Preston added that the lights are turned on whenever there is a function at the Community Center for security reasons.  Mr. Bullock suggested that perhaps fewer lights could be turned on, and Mr. Francisco suggested that the time at which the lights come on and go off be changed.

BARN USED FOR STORAGE/1279 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Finch asked if the barn located at 1279 Conklin Road, on property acquired by the Town through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program, could be used for storage for Town equipment such as mowers.  Supervisor Preston replied that it is a violation of FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) regulations to have any buildings on land obtained through the Flood Buyout Program and the barn must be demolished.
JANUARY 27 MEETING/STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS & LIAISON REPORTS

Supervisor Preston announced that she will be delivering her annual State of the Town Address at the January 27, 2009 Town Board meeting, and added that Liaison Reports are due at that meeting from the Town Board members.

RADON ISSUE/SHARON DRIVE
Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Nick Minoia of Sharon Drive stated that he believes there is a radon issue in his neighborhood, citing six cases of lung cancer in the vicinity.    She commented that since radon is not a man-made substance, there is no liability for the Town.  Supervisor Preston added that it is recommended that residents test for radon in their homes and install vents if necessary.  Mr. Nick Minoia is quoted as stating that the “Town of Conklin is one of the highest areas of radon” concentration.  Mr. Gorgos stated that radon is often found in areas with high concentrations of shale.  He added that the Town’s role would be to provide education, including the recommendation for the homeowners to have their homes tested for radon.
TOWN FLOOD INSURANCE

Supervisor Preston stated that she is working on the Town flood insurance and is working through the FIP rating process.

RESO 2009-35:  APPROVE D. PRESTON/ATTEND 2009 TRAINING SCHOOL & ANNUAL MEETING/ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS/NYC/FEBRUARY 15-18, 2009/AND ALL NECESSARY EXPENSES

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Supervisor Debra Preston to attend the 2009 Training School and Annual Meeting of the Association of Towns of the State of New York, to be held February 15-18, 2009, in New York City, New York, including all necessary expenses.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.
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RESO 2009-36:  AUTHORIZE D. PRESTON/VOTE AS DELEGATE AT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING/ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Debra Preston to vote as a delegate at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Towns of the State of New York to be held February 18, 2009, in New York, New York.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

CHANGE IN STREET NAMES/HARDING AVENUE & GRAY COURT

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town Board should continue to research the procedure to change the names of Harding Avenue and Gray Court to avoid confusion for emergency services, since streets with the same name and in the same zip code exist in the City of Binghamton also.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Francisco.
The meeting adjourned at 8:23 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
