SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 29, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Special Town Board Meeting on December 29, 2008, at 3:30 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

AMEND BUDGET/ALLOW D. PRESTON TO BE PAID BY FEMA TO WORK FULL-TIME THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2009/COMPLETE WORK ON ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES THROUGH FEMA

A discussion was held regarding a decision to allow Supervisor Debra Preston to be paid by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) through September 30, 2009, to complete work on acquisition of properties through FEMA.  Supervisor Preston reported that $15,000 was paid by FEMA to acquire the properties damaged in the 2005 Flood, and that $62,899 was paid by FEMA for acquisition of properties in Phase 1 of the 2006 Flood Buyout Program, adding that she estimates that total payout by FEMA will be approximately $65,000 when Phase 2 of the 2006 Flood Buyout Program is completed.


Mr. Bullock asked if there are more buildings to be demolished on Clearview Avenue and Supervisor Preston replied that there are two more houses, but there are no clear titles to these houses and Attorney Mark Gorgos is researching the options.  Some homeowners did not participate in the Buyout Program because they received money from their flood insurance and it would have cost them money to participate in the Buyout Program.  An aerial photo of the properties acquired through the Flood Buyout Program is being planned, to help with deciding how to best utilize the newly acquired space.
RESO 2008-326:  AMEND 2009 BUDGET/ALLOW DEBRA PRESTON TO BE PAID FULL TIME SALARY BY FEMA/THROUGH 9-30-2009/COMPLETE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTIES IN 2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin amends the 2009 Budget to allow Debra Preston to be paid a full-time salary supplemented by FEMA through September 30, 2009, to allow completion of the acquisition of properties through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

The Town Board will pursue the possibility of leasing the newly acquired properties to residents to supplement Town income and reduce needed maintenance of the properties.

CONFUSION REGARDING ADDRESSES WITH SAME STREET NAME

The issue of the confusion caused for emergency services by the existence of streets with the same name, such as Harding Avenue and Gray Court, in both the Town of Conklin and the City of Binghamton, was discussed briefly, and procedures to change the names of these streets will be pursued after the New Year.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs, Town Clerk
