.REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 9, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on December 9, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Planning & ZBA Secretary
Beverly Collins






            (for Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs)



Town Justice-Elect

J. Marshall Ayres




Planning Board Chairperson
Tom Voloshen




Planning Board

Tom Edmister




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole




Zoning Board of Appeals
Daniel Fitzsimmons

GUESTS:

Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey







Ruth Joyner








John Colley








Laurie Francisco








David L. MacGeorge








Jeff Brown







Pete J. Motsavage, Jr.








Thomas J. McDermott

WELCOME/TOWN JUSTICE-ELECT/J. MARSHALL AYRES
Supervisor Preston welcomed Town Justice-Elect J. Marshall Ayres and asked about his training classes.  Mr. Ayres replied that he has two more sets of weekend classes to complete.  He will take office on January 1, 2009.
MINUTES:  NOVEMBER 25, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the minutes of the November 25, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Code Officer, and the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a letter from Amy Craft, applying for a liquor license for the Conklin Inn, as well as a letter of resignation from the Town of Conklin Planning Board from Chuck Francisco, and a letter requesting re-appointment to the Planning Board from Lyle Fassett.  Supervisor Preston distributed copies of a letter of resignation from Highway Department Laborer Tim Manning, effective December 5, 2008.

RESO 2008-298:  ACCEPT WITH REGRET/RESIGNATION/TIM MANNING/HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT LABORER/EFFECTIVE 12-5-08

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts with regret the resignation of Tim Manning from position of Highway Department Laborer, effective December 5, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

ABC APPLICATION/THE CONKLIN INN/NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Amy Craft, owner of The Conklin Inn, applying for an on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING THE PROPOSED FACILITY/IMPRESS USA/BROOME CORPORATE PARK

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, the proposed Impress USA facility to be constructed in the Broome Corporate Park.

Supervisor Preston explained that the Public Hearing will be closed and will be held over until a Special Town Board Meeting to be held on December 16, 2008, at 7:00 P.M., with the Public Hearing to begin at 7:05 P.M.  She explained that the reason for the holdover is the lack of sufficient time for notification of the Public Hearing to occur.

There being no public comment or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:06 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/GAS COALITION MEETING/FITZSIMMONS

Daniel Fitzsimmons, 7 Roxbury Street, a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals whose term of office expires December 31, 2008, thanked the Town Board for the opportunity to serve on the ZBA and apologized to the Board for his comments to Broome County Attorney Joseph Sluzar at an informational session regarding gas leasing and drilling which was presented to the Town Board at the October 28, 2008 Town Board meeting.  Mr. Fitzsimmons, one of the coordinators of the Binghamton-Conklin Gas Coalition, stated that he is “passionate about the coalition” and the benefits he believes gas drilling will bring to Broome County.  He stated that some of the demands made by Broome County in its response to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) sGEIS (supplemental General Environmental Impact Study) “seem like a good idea until you research them further.”  Mr. Fitzsimmons questioned the tax structure and the impact of the potential gas drilling to the Town, school district, and county.  He again apologized to the Town Board “if they felt his comments were out of line” at the October meeting.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORT/J. MARSHALL AYRES

J. Marshall Ayres, Town Justice-elect, thanked the Town Board for its support in helping him obtain the required training to assume the position of Town Justice and pledged to “work together for the common good.”
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REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that leaf pickup is completed for this year, with 134 loads of leaves transported throughout the Town.  He added that the new equipment and letters sent to residents regarding placement of leaves for pickup has made the task much more efficient.

Mr. Latting stated that Mr. Tim Manning, who resigned effective December 5, 2008, will be very much missed.
Mr. Latting reported that the federal government and New York State have tightened the regulations regarding placement, material, and design of road signs, creating a need to replace almost all of the signs in the Town of Conklin.  He added that the 50 stop signs which have been replaced would usually cost $40+ each, for a total of approximately $2,000.  However, research conducted by Mr. Latting and his department determined that overlays which meet the new requirements could be purchased for $12.44 each, totaling $622.  The Town was thus able to save $1,378.  He added that there are “still many signs that have been moved, changed, and heightened as well,” adding that “the new regulations highly impact my yearly budget.”

Mr. Latting stated that work on the Highway Department’s last FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) project, the Fallbrook Road Bridge, is underway again, with the bridge having been jacked and the concrete poured.  He added that completion is projected by December 19, 2008, with no road closures anticipated.
REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that he has been working on safety inspections in places of public assembly, such as churches, schools, restaurants, stores, etc., with seventeen such inspections completed in November.
Mr. Finch asked about progress regarding a trailer that was dismantled on Shipman Road and Mr. Jones replied that he is working with the property owners and the trailer should be removed within the next week or so.

Mr. Minoia asked about the Sportsplex on Conklin Road and Mr. Jones stated that he had issued a Stop Work order because the developers were in violation of the Town Code with regard to the amount of land disturbed and the kinds of fill brought into the site, but stated that he and engineers from Griffiths Engineering had reviewed the site and inspected the fill, some of which must be removed.  He added that the developer is “back in operation now.”  Mr. Jones stated that the developer is building a small pond on the property.
Supervisor Preston added that the Town received a letter from the engineers representing the developers of the Sportsplex project which stated that the project has been brought back into compliance.  Mr. Minoia asked about the elevation and Mr. Jones replied that the building would be constructed on a slab and would have an elevation of 858 feet, approximately four feet above flood stage.  Mr. Minoia asked about the agreement that is supposed to be worked out between the Town and the developer of the Sportsplex regarding the shared parking lot.  Supervisor Preston replied that she has spoken to Town Counsel Mark Gorgos regarding this issue, adding that her main concern is that the trucks moving in and out of the site with fill for the Sportsplex project are “ripping the road apart.”  She added that the agreement states that the Town will 
provide maintenance for the shared parking lot unless the damage is caused by the other party, which she stated is the case currently.  Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Gorgos’s office is sending a letter to the developer of the Sportsplex advising the developer that the Town will not pay for the damage to the parking lot.  She added that Mr. Gorgos advised that when this project goes back to the Town Planning Board for its final site plan review, stipulations regarding damage repair and parking issues can be added at that time.  Supervisor Preston stated that she is concerned that sometimes when she drives by the site on Sundays, the parking lot is full, which would leave no room for parking for the Community Center, which shares the parking lot.
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Mr. Minoia commented that he sees an indentation in the road, which is becoming greater with the trucks traveling over it, and asked whether it is a water line or a gas line.  Supervisor Preston replied that she does not believe it is a gas line, but agreed that the indentation is becoming greater, and could lead to damage to the infrastructure.  Mr. Jones commented that the plans presented to the Planning Board state that the developer will restore or repair any damage caused to road or walkway surfaces.  Mr. Finch commented that Danny Gates of Broome Bituminous is “one of the major players” on the board of the Sportsplex project, and offered to contact Mr. Gates.  Supervisor Preston replied that the Sportsplex project group is not-for-profit and she is concerned that the group will run out of money before it can repair the damage done to the road and parking lot, adding that she is not sure that the inclusion of this provision for repair on the plans submitted to the Planning Board can be legally enforced.  Supervisor Preston stated that the provision for repair of damage needs to be guaranteed in writing.
Mr. Minoia stated that the information provided by the Sportsplex developers regarding utilities “keeps changing.”  He asked about a transformer that is on Town property, but Supervisor Preston stated that the transformer does not belong to the Town.  Mr. Minoia stated that it seemed like the Sportsplex developers expected the Town to provide them with utilities.  Supervisor Preston stated that there are no cross connections to the Community Center or other Town sewer lines, since cross connections are illegal because of infiltration issues.  Mr. Minoia replied that he believed the pipe in question is a lateral to the sewer system.  Supervisor Preston asked Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter to look into the pipe in question to determine exactly what it is.
Mr. Minoia stated that at the Planning Board meeting, the possibility was raised of the Sportsplex project hooking into the Town electric system, and Supervisor Preston replied that Mr. Jones will have to work with the developers on this part of the project because “there are no easements in place for them to come onto Town property.”  She reiterated that the Sportsplex developers will be required to return to the Planning Board because they “have only been approved for this one small building.”
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT

In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that his department read water meters, with only five estimated reads, and Water Department laborers 
Nick Platt and Jim Gates “did an excellent job” repairing a water main break across from the school.
Mr. Finch asked for an update on the Veterans Memorial to be built in Schnurbusch Park and Mr. Delamarter replied that the project is “on hold” until the funding is in place, adding that Jim Hobart has agreed to sell the stone for the memorial at cost.

Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Delamarter and Mr. Finch for an update on the Julius Rogers Park barrier project which Mr. Hobart has promised to construct.  Mr. Finch replied that he and Mr. Delamarter have spoken with Mr. Hobart and Mr. Finch feels that an impasse has been reached and that the Town should send Mr. Hobart a letter stating that he has thirty days in which to begin work on this project.  Mr. Finch added that if Mr. Hobart does not comply with the thirty day condition, the Town should then re-survey the property, put the project out to bid, and bill the cost of the project to Mr. Hobart.  Supervisor Preston asked if Mr. Finch thought the letter should be sent by Town Attorneys Coughlin & Gerhart and Mr. Finch stated that this is who should send the letter.  Supervisor Preston asked why the project was not completed by winter, as originally promised, and Mr. Finch replied that his inquiries to Mr. Hobart had been met with “excuses.”  Mr. Bullock asked what the Town would do if Mr. Hobart does not comply and Mr. Finch reiterated that he felt the property should be re-surveyed and the property lines returned to the original lines, rather than the re-negotiated property lines that were part of this project agreement.  Supervisor Preston replied that the Town already has two surveys of that park property and “is not going to pay for another survey.”  Mr. Finch stated that the cost of an additional survey should be billed to Mr. Hobart.  Supervisor Preston asked if Town personnel would do the work on the project and Mr. Finch stated that it would be put out to bid and the cost billed to Mr. Hobart.  “He can do it or pay for it,” stated Mr. Finch.  “He’s already had six 
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months, and now it’s down to thirty days.”  Mr. Minoia asked if there any laws covering unsafe structures or conditions that could be applied in this case and Attorney Aton stated that she would research this avenue in conjunction with the letter that the Town Board wants her law firm to send to Mr. Hobart.
RESO 2008-299:  AUTHORIZE COUGHLIN & GERHART/SEND LETTER/JAMES HOBART/DEADLINES FOR COMMENCEMENT AND COMPLETION OF JULIUS ROGERS PARK BARRIER PROJECT
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Town Attorneys Coughlin & Gerhart to send a letter to James Hobart stating that Mr. Hobart has thirty days from receipt of said letter to commence work on the Julius Rogers Park Barrier Project, to be completed according to the plans submitted to the Code Officer of the Town of Conklin, with deadline for completion to be ninety days after commencement of said barrier project.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that she is having difficulty in finding personnel to help conduct the dog enumeration for the Town of Conklin, and would like to cancel the project.  Supervisor Preston suggested that she contact the Office of the Aging to see if there are any volunteers available from the venue.  Mr. Bullock suggested that Ms. Weidman call the Front Street Dog Shelter to see if Broome County has any suggestions regarding finding volunteers for the enumeration.  Supervisor Preston suggested that Ms. Weidman contact the New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets and Broome County to research whether or not there would be repercussions to the Town if an enumeration is not conducted, as Ms. Weidman has stated that an enumeration should be held every three to five years.
RESO 2008-300:  EXTEND DOG ENUMERATION PERIOD THROUGH JUNE 30, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin extends the period of the Town of Conklin dog enumeration through June 30, 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

(Copies of all written reports are available in the office of the Town Clerk.)

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Conklin Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief George Frailey discussed a medical call his department received on December 1, 2008.  Chief Frailey stated that there is a rumor about town that it took 45 minutes before anyone from the Fire Department First Responders Team arrived on the scene, but it was actually a total of 17 minutes from the time the call came in until someone was on site, including a 10 minute delay because the Town of Conklin address had a similar name to a street in the City of Binghamton, and there was confusion with Broome County 
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Emergency Services as to the exact location of the call.  He stated that the ambulance crew that responded, Broome Volunteer Ambulance, had a seven minute response time.  Mr. Frailey 
reminded those present that the Town of Conklin has a volunteer fire department and emergency response team, with members who have full-time jobs, making daytime responses more of a challenge.  Chief Frailey stated that the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department medical response team has eleven members.
Supervisor Preston stated that she feels the situation with similar names for streets in the Town of Conklin and the City of Binghamton, particularly Harding Avenue and Gray Court, needs to be addressed and the names of the streets changed to avoid confusion for emergency services.  Mr. Bullock added that within the Town of Conklin there are streets named Willow Lane and Willow Way, and that Maines Paper and Food Service had proposed to name the road to its facility Maple Drive, although there is a Maple Avenue already in the Town.  Supervisor Preston asked Attorney Aton to research what can be done to force the names of the streets to be changed, adding that it is “a safety issue.”
Fire Chief Frailey stated that the fire department recruited five new volunteers from Susquehanna Valley High School.

Mr. Minoia asked if the street name change is merely a change with the Post Office and Supervisor Preston replied that there are other issues involved.  There is confusion especially because parts of the Town of Conklin have a Binghamton mailing address and zip code.

OLD BUSINESS:

UPDATE/MEDICARE PREMIUMS

Supervisor Preston stated that the update on the Medicare premiums will be held over until the January 13, 2009 Town Board meeting.
UPDATE/GRANT FROM CONGRESSMAN HINCHEY

Supervisor Preston gave an update on the grant received through the office of Congressman Maurice Hinchey, adding that the Town has been approved for a grant for $330,000 to improve Carlin Creek.  She added, however, that rumor had it that President Bush was going to veto the grant, so she sent a letter to the President and received confirmation back that the grant will not be vetoed and has been approved.  Supervisor Preston stated that this means the Town can move forward on this project and added that she will be meeting with Mr. Latting, Town Engineer Dan Griffiths, and Susquehanna Valley School District Superintendent Gerardo Tagliaferri on December 10, 2008, to discuss the project.
UPDATE/MILLBURN DRIVE & BOLAND ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that the update on Millburn Drive and Boland Road will be held over until the January 13, 2009 Town Board meeting, at the request of Attorney Mark Gorgos, who is still researching the issue.

NEW BUSINESS:

PARK PAVILION RENTAL RATES

Supervisor Preston presented the proposed new fee schedule for rental of park pavilions, which she and Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs had compiled.  In response to a query from the board, Supervisor Preston stated that the fees were raised several years ago but added that they are still “way too low.”  She added that the Town is being stricter about the refund of deposits for both park pavilion rentals and Community Center rentals, citing some problems with renters not cleaning up the Community Center after using it.  Supervisor Preston stated that the application for rental of the Community Center has been updated to include an extra $50 fee for use of the Community Center’s sound system, with provision that the user will pay for any damage done to 
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the sound system.  She noted that there will be three pavilions available for rental in Schnurbusch Park in 2009, along with the pavilion in Conklin Forks Park, which should increase revenue to the Town.
Mr. Finch asked about winter rates for rental of the Community Center, inquiring who would pay for the cost of heating the building if the thermostat was left set higher than normal or necessary.  Supervisor Preston replied that the Town has installed locks on the thermostats so that they cannot be adjusted by anyone except authorized personnel.  Mr. Finch suggested researching the possible savings of converting to natural gas from propane for heating the Community Center.  Supervisor Preston replied that this is a possibility but noted that the Town “hasn’t gotten that far” but has been instead focusing on replacing the furnaces and installing insulation to cut down on heat loss.  She added that the Town has been “fortunate to be able to rent the Community Center most weekends.”  Mr. Finch agreed to contact NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas Corporation) to research possible savings by converting to natural gas.  Supervisor Preston stated that the cost of heating the Community Center would need to be re-evaluated now that the ceiling has been insulated and two new furnaces installed.  Mr. Minoia asked if propane gas is listed on the OGS bid price list, and Supervisor Preston asked her assistant, Lisa Houston, to research this possibility.
RESO 2008-301:  APPROVE NEW FEE SCHEDULE/PARK PAVILION RENTAL/EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the following new fee schedule for rental of pavilions in Schnurbusch Park and in Conklin Forks Park, effective January 1, 2009:


# OF PEOPLE
DEPOSIT

AMOUNT


NET



          REQUIRED
           REFUNDED

1-24


 $30.00

   $10.00


$20.00

 
25-74


 $40.00

   $10.00


$30.00


75-100


 $75.00

   $25.00


$50.00


Over 100

$130.00

   $30.00


$100.00

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-302:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/THREE PROPERTIES/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:



GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER


Daniel C. Jones
2 Shipman Road, Town of 
162.09-1-40






Conklin, Broome Co., NY
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Louis Gianakos and
904 Conklin Road, Town of 
162.14-1-7



Betty J. Gianakos
Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Fred H. Dolaway
1728 a/k/a 1723 Conklin 
228.06-1-23






Road, Town of Conklin,






Broome Co., NY

Seconded by Mr. Finch.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-303:  RATIFY PAYMENT/DEBRA PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/11-3-2008 – 11-25-2008

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7780, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $214.70 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period of November 3, 2008, through November 25, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2008-304:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN CHECKING ACCOUNT/2009/NBT BANK/PAYROLL & TRUST & AGENCY PURPOSES ONLY

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to continue to maintain a checking account in 2009 with NBT Bank for Payroll and Trust & Agency purposes only.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-305:  AUTHORIZE SECRETARY TO SUPERVISOR/L. HOUSTON/TRANSFER MONEY FROM VARIOUS TOWN OF CONKLIN CHECKING ACCOUNTS TO PAYROLL & TRUST & AGENCY ACCOUNT/COVER BI-WEEKLY AMOUNTS ONLY

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Secretary to the Supervisor Lisa Houston to transfer money from various Town of Conklin checking accounts to the Payroll and Trust & Agency account to cover 2009 bi-weekly amounts only.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-306:  AUTHORIZE HSBC BANK AND/OR NBT BANK/DEPOSITORY FOR TOWN OF CONKLIN FOR 2009
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes HSBC Bank and/or NBT Bank as depository for the Town of Conklin for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-307:  APPOINT LISA HOUSTON/WATER BUDGET DIRECTOR/WATER DEPARTMENT/2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Lisa Houston as Water Budget Director for the Water Department for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-308:  DESIGNATE COUNTRY COURIER/OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER/AND PRESS & SUN BULLETIN/ADDITIONAL NEWSPAPER/2009

Mr. Francisco moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin designates the Country Courier as the official newspaper for the Town of Conklin for the year 2009, with the Press & Sun Bulletin as an additional newspaper for the year 2009, when determined necessary by the Town Board.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-309:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO USE HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT/WATER DISTRICTS, SEWER DISTRICTS, FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT, TOWN PARKS/2009/ WITH RENTAL FEES SET BY BROOME COUNTY
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to use Highway equipment in the Water Districts, Sewer Districts, Fire Protection District, Soil Conservation District, and in the Town Parks during the year 2009, with rental fees set by Broome County.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-310:  APPOINT COUGHLIN & GERHART, LLP/TOWN COUNSEL FOR TOWN BOARD, TOWN PLANNING BOARD, TOWN ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS/ANNUAL RETAINER/$60,000.00/2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Coughlin & Gerhart, LLP, as Town Counsel for the Town Board, Town Planning Board, and Town Zoning Board of Appeals for the year 2009, at an annual retainer of $60,000.00.
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Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-311:  AUTHORIZE TOWN BOARD MEETINGS TO CONTINUE BEING HELD ON THE SECOND TUESDAY AND FOURTH TUESDAY/7:00 P.M./TOWN HALL/2009

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Town Board meetings to continue to be held on the second Tuesday and fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00 P.M. in the Conklin Town Hall for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-312:  AUTHORIZE SHUT-OFF DATE FOR RECEIVING VOUCHERS/LAST BUSINESS DAY OF MONTH PRIOR TO FIRST MEETING OF FOLLOWING MONTH/2009

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the shut-off date for receiving vouchers to be the last business day of the month prior to the first meeting of the following month for the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-313:  SET BI-WEEKLY PAY PERIODS/RUN CONCURRENTLY FROM SATURDAY THROUGH FRIDAY/CHECK & DIRECT DEPOSIT TO BE DISTRIBUTED THE FOLLOWING THURSDAY AFTER END OF PAY CYCLE/2009

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin sets bi-weekly pay periods to run concurrently from Saturday through Friday, with checks and direct deposits to be distributed the following Thursday after the end of the pay cycle during the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-314:  APPROVE PAYMENT/J. MARSHALL AYRES/REIMBURSEMENT/MILEAGE & HOTEL EXPENSES/JUDGESHIP TRAINING CLASSES

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves payment, account code A1110.4, in the amount of $217.92 to J. Marshall Ayres for reimbursement of mileage and hotel expenses incurred while attending Judgeship training classes.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-315:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #1165-1264 FOR 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #1165-1264 for the year 2008 for the total amount of $110,402.03:



General




$ 71,526.48




Highway




   14,887.48




Fire District




        292.76




Property Buyout (HB)



   14,285.00




Lighting Districts



     2,788.30




Sewer 1




     1,250.30




Water Consolidation



     5,371.71



Total





$110,402.03
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-316:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/BROOME COUNTY/DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MOBILE UNIT AT CONKLIN TOWN HALL/2009
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Broome County to allow a mobile unit of the Department of Motor Vehicles to conduct business in the Conklin Town Hall one day per week during the year 2009.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

STORAGE OF SURVEYS ON TOWN-OWNED PROPERTIES
Mr. Minoia asked where and how surveys on Town-owned properties are stored, and Supervisor Preston replied that copies of surveys which are done on these properties are filed in the office of the Town Clerk, who secures them in a fire-proof vault or fire-proof filing cabinet.

STOP SIGN/SUNCREST DRIVE AND WOODCREST WAY

Mr. Francisco stated that a resident had approached him about the possibility of moving the stop sign on Suncrest Drive at the intersection with Woodcrest Way from Suncrest Drive to Woodcrest Way, so that traffic would stop on Woodcrest Way rather than on Suncrest Drive, in an effort to slow down traffic on Woodcrest Way.  Mr. Bullock stated that there were, at one time, stop signs on Woodcrest Way at that intersection, but they were taken down some time ago.  Mr. Latting stated that he will contact BMTS (Binghamton Municipal Transit Study) about the possibility of moving this stop sign.
“GRASS LAW”

Mr. Finch stated that he will meet with Mr. Minoia and Attorney Aton after January 1, 2009, to discuss the wording of the proposed “Grass Law.”

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 9, 2008

TREE BLOCKING VISIBILITY/INTER
SECTION OF WHITING WAY & SUNCREST DRIVE
Mr. Finch asked for an update regarding the tree that blocks visibility for drivers at the intersection of Whiting Way and Suncrest Drive.  Mr. Latting stated that he and Mr. Jones looked at the situation, and Mr. Jones will contact the property owners about trimming or cutting the tree to improve visibility for drivers at that intersection.

EMPLOYEE MEETING

Supervisor Preston stated that she met with Town employees on December 9, 2008, to discuss benefits for next year.  She stated that the Town had anticipated a 13% increase in the cost of medical insurance through Blue Cross/Blue Shield, and instead received an increase of 15.5%.  She stated that this means that employees will pay an increase of 2% over last year’s cost (rather than a 5% increase in 2010).

Supervisor Preston noted that when a holiday falls on a Saturday, standard procedure has been to allow the preceding Friday as a paid holiday for employees in lieu of the weekend day.  In 2009, July 4 falls on a Saturday, so Supervisor Preston requested that the board add July 3, 2009, back into the holiday schedule so that it becomes a paid holiday for the employees, in lieu of July 4.  The Town Board approved this decision and Supervisor Preston directed her assistant, Lisa Houston, to amend the 2009 Holiday Schedule and distribute it to Town employees.

PLANNING & ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATIONS
Supervisor Preston stated that she had received four applications for the Town Planning Board as well as applications for the Zoning Board of Appeals.  She directed her assistant, Ms. Houston, 
to set up interviews for the applicants for next week and to send copies of the applications to Planning Board Chairman Tom Voloshen.
CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Supervisor Preston reminded those present that the Community Children’s Christmas Party will be held on Sunday, December 14, 2008, from 1 to 3 P.M. at the Floyd L. Maines Community Center, and the Employees’ Christmas Party will be held on Tuesday, December 23, 2008, from 1 to 3 P.M. at the Town Hall.
APPOINT MARRIAGE OFFICER/DEBRA PRESTON

Supervisor Preston requested that the Town Board appoint her to the position of Marriage Officer, citing numerous requests that she perform marriage services, and adding that there is no cost to the Town for her to provide this service.  New York State Domestic Relations Law Section 11-C allows a municipality to appoint a person to the position of Marriage Officer to perform marriage services within the municipality which appoints him or her.  Mr. Finch asked if this would be a permanent appointment and Supervisor Preston replied that it is not permanent.  She added that the Town is allowed to have a separate person as a Marriage Officer even though it has a Town Justice.

RESO 2008-317:  APPOINT MARRIAGE OFFICER/DEBRA PRESTON

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin appoints Debra Preston to the position of Marriage Officer within the Town of Conklin.

Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.
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IMPRESS USA

Mr. Finch asked if all of the plans for the proposed Impress USA project will be available for next week’s Public Hearing and Supervisor Preston replied that Impress USA has supplied everything that has been requested by the Town Planning Board.  She added that members of the Planning Board are present at tonight’s meeting and questions could be addressed to them.
SHAW ROAD AUTOMOTIVE BUSINESS
Mr. Finch asked for an update on the automotive business that is operating without a permit on Shaw Road.  Mr. Francisco added that the business now has a repair license issued by New York 
State.  Supervisor Preston stated that the business is not entitled to have a repair license because a Stop Work order was issued to that site six months ago and the situation is now in the hands of the Town Attorney.  Mr. Finch added that the business is using water from the Town water system and not paying for it.  Supervisor Preston stated that this business was never approved by the Town Planning Board.  Mr. Minoia stated that the owners must not have been truthful with New York State if they were able to obtain a repair license.  Attorney Aton stated that the Town may be able to pursue the repair license avenue as a way to shut down this illegal operation.
RESO 2008-318:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Finch moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:42 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:42 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.
A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2008-319:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 9:08 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Bullock.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs, Town Clerk

