REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 25, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on November 25, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Francisco, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Tom Voloshen




Zoning Board of Appeals
Norman Pritchard




Zoning Board of Appeals
Hal Cole

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein







John Colley








Jane DeMaine








Laurie Francisco








William Yelverton








Chris Ostrowsky








Judy Kelly








Tom Kelly








John Corey








Margaret C. Hebdon

SWEARING-IN/TOWN BOARD MEMBER CHARLES FRANCISCO

Due to the loss of Councilman James Ayres through his untimely death in August 2008, the law requires that Councilman-Elect Charles Francisco be sworn in as a member of the Town Board as soon as possible after the November 2008 election results were confirmed, rather than on January 1, 2009, when the other elected officials of the Town will take office.  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Francisco and he took his seat at the Executive Bench with the other members of the Town Board.  Supervisor Preston explained that Mr. Francisco can only vote on new items of business, but not on items discussed at previous meetings.
MINUTES:  NOVEMBER 12, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to accept the November 12, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes. 

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

CONGRATULATIONS/BULLOCK & FRANCISCO/TOWN BOARD SEATS
Town Board candidate Chris Ostrowsky offered his congratulations to Mr. Bullock and Mr. Francisco on their wins in the race for the Town Board seats.
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TESTIMONIAL TO MR. FRANCISCO/D. WEIDMAN

Dog Control Officer and Conklin Fair Committee member Darlene Weidman commented that she has heard rumors around Town that Mr. Francisco will be a “yes man” to Supervisor Preston and she wished to state that these rumors are “not true.”  She cited differences of opinion between the Fair Committee and Mr. Francisco, who is President of the Fair Committee, and added that he was “the first to admit when he was wrong.”

REPORTS:

None.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE INPUT REGARDING UNSAFE STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 5 SHAW ROAD

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed demolition of an unsafe structure located at 5 Shaw Road.

Supervisor Preston stated that the owners of the house at 5 Shaw Road are researching the ICC clause of their flood insurance to determine if the insurance will help pay for demolition of the building.  She added that the property owners have received a quote from Gorick Construction Company for the demolition and Town Engineer Dan Griffiths has examined the building and written a letter stating that the building is unsafe and should be condemned.  Supervisor Preston stated that the house will be demolished and added that it is now “between the insurance company and the resident.”  She stated that the Public Hearing will be held over.

Mr. Finch asked for an update on a similar property located on Harding Avenue and Supervisor Preston replied that the property owner in that case has received approval for a grant through New York State and Broome County that will pay for demolition of the building and so it will be demolished.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:08 P.M. and stated that the Town Board will discuss this issue again in thirty days to determine if progress has been made.

OLD BUSINESS;
None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2008-285:  SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/DECEMBER 9, 2008/7:05 P.M./IMPRESS USA

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Public Hearing on December 9, 2008, at 7:05 P.M. to receive public input regarding the proposed new Impress USA facility to be built in the Broome Corporate Park.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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Supervisor Preston commented that the Town Board members had received copies of the minutes of the last Planning Board meeting, at which approval was given by the Planning Board for the Impress USA project.  The Town Board has the final determination regarding whether or not to issue a Special Permit for projects in the Broome Corporate Park.

RESO 2008-286:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D. PRESTON/REIMBURSEMENT/TOWN HALL & CELEBRATION SUPPLIES

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7758, account codes A1620.4 and A7550.4, in the amount of $59.11 to Debra Preston for reimbursement for Town Hall and celebration supplies.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-287:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BROOME COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE/SCHOOL TAX DUE/BUYOUT PROPERTIES/VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #7759 – 7763, account code A1950.4, in the amount totaling $18.60 to the Broome County Commissioner of Finance for school tax due on properties in various locations, obtained through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-288:  RATIFY PAYMENT/U.S. POSTAL SERVICE/4TH QUARTER WATER BILLING MAILING

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7779, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $243.00 to the U.S. Postal Service for postage for mailing the 4th Quarter Water Billing.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-289:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION/DEMOLITION & ASBESTOS ABATEMENT FEES/TWO BUYOUT PROPERTIES/PER BID AWARD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7781, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $22,050.00 to Gorick Construction Company for demolition and asbestos abatement fees for two properties obtained through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program, per bid award.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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UPDATE/NATURAL GAS DRILLING

Supervisor Preston distributed two information packets regarding natural gas drilling.  The first contained Broome County’s response to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) draft sGEIS (supplemental general environmental impact statement).  The second packet contained a letter from Town Assessor John McDonald regarding assessments of “gas properties” and mineral rights.  Supervisor Preston stated that a meeting was held on November 17, 2008, at Broome Community College to receive public input regarding the DEC sGEIS, adding that, at that meeting, the DEC was urged to complete its study in a “timely manner,” to be completed in the spring rather than late summer of 2009.
PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW 3, 2008
“A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 62, ENTITLED ‘BRUSH, GRASS, AND WEEDS,’ OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.
Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:15 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed Local Law 3, 2008, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 62, Entitled ‘Brush, Grass, and Weeds,’ of the Code of the Town of Conklin.”

Supervisor Preston stated that the purpose of the proposed amendment is to “tighten the timeline” between the notification of a property owner that he or she is in violation of the Code and the point at which the Town can have the grass mowed and the property owner charged for the cost of the mowing.  She added that Attorney Angel Aton has been working as part of a committee to clarify the language of the proposed law.
Mr. Hal Cole, a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals, asked about the applicability of the proposed law.  He stated that the original wording of the law makes it applicable to any lot of less than one acre in size in any of the nine zoning districts of the Town.  Mr. Cole stated that the proposed amendment would make the law applicable to all size lots in areas zoned Residential (R-12, R-15, or R-M), and applicable to no lots in areas zoned Agricultural (AR), and quoted the language of the law that states that it is applicable to those lots “which are deemed to be detrimental to public health and safety.”  Mr. Cole asks who “deems” these lots “detrimental,” asking if it would be Code Officer Jones.  Mr. Cole also mentioned lots that contain wood lots and asked what part of these lots must be mowed.  Attorney Aton stated that violators would be notified that they are in violation and that a fine of $250 would be imposed if the violation is a continual problem.
Mr. Thomas Voloshen, Chairperson of the Town Planning Board, stated that he agreed with Mr. Cole, however, he would not want to see the wording of the law be “too vague,” adding that the law should define “brush, “grass,” and “weeds.”  Mr. John Corey of Berota Court noted that at certain times of the year, his lot is too wet to allow him to mow with his tractor and he would therefore be in violation of the amended law.

Mr. William Yelverton of Conklin Road spoke about a residence near his home which had been left unmown, with the “grass waist high and brush overhead before it was cut.”  He added that the “clock shouldn’t start over” in creating consequences for property owners in violation of the Town Code.  Mr. Yelverton stated that even though the property in question might not have been “detrimental to public health and safety,” it was still “an eyesore,” adding that “community good,” such as neighborhood aesthetics and property values, should be considered.  Mr. John Colley of Millburn Drive stated that there is a residence in his neighborhood with a similar situation, in which the property was mowed only once or twice during the summer.  Chris Hebron asked if this is the second Public Hearing on this proposed law and Supervisor Preston stated that it is.
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Mr. Chris Ostrowsky stated that if the Code Officer is the one to determine what needs to be mowed, it raises the possibility of neighborhood feuds erupting.  Mr. Cole asked if the first notice of violation contains information about the consequences if the situation is not corrected.  Ms. Aton stated that the new language will provide clarification of consequences.  Mr. Yelverton stated that an “abandoned” property is not one that is “not owned.”  Supervisor Preston stated that letters are sent to property owners via registered mail and must therefore be signed for at the Post Office.  She established a committee of Jim Finch and Jerry Minoia, with written comments from Hal Cole, to work with Attorney Aton on refining the language of the proposed law.
There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:31 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING 
TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED NEW SEWER RATES

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:31 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed new Sewer Rates for users of the municipal sewer system in the Town of Conklin.
Supervisor Preston presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding the proposed municipal Water and Sewer Rates for 2009.  She stated that for 2009, the quarterly water rate would be increased from $2.55 per 1,000 gallons used to $2.70 per 1,000 gallons used, and the quarterly maintenance fee would remain the same at $10.00 per quarter.  Supervisor Preston stated that the increase is due to the increased cost to the Town for chemicals with which to treat the water and for utilities.

Supervisor Preston stated that in 2008 Well 5 was completed and is now part of the water supply system for the Town.  She stated that communication with the wells is now accomplished via radio and is computerized to locate problems much more quickly.  Supervisor Preston stated that FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) had approved the cost of upgrading the water meters and meter reader for the Town, thus saving the Town $155,000.  She added that the old meter reader was obsolete and that obtaining replacement parts was impossible.

Supervisor Preston explained that for an average household utilizing 10,000 gallons of water per quarter, the cost would have been $25.50 per quarter in 2008 and will be $27.00 per quarter in 2009, thus an increase of $1.50 per quarter or $6.00 per year.

Supervisor Preston stated that for 2009, the quarterly sewer rate would increase from $5.45 per 1,000 gallons of water used to $$6.45 per 1,000 gallons of water used, and the quarterly maintenance fee would be decreased from its current $15.00 to $10.00 per quarter.  She explained that the basic fee pays for maintenance of the sewer lines and pump stations.

Supervisor Preston stated that the increase is due to an increase of 18.7% in the amount the Town is charged by the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Plant to process sewage from the Town.  She stated that this increase is less than it was originally thought it would be because the City of Binghamton and the Village of Johnson City cut $500,000 in capital projects at the sewage plant, which she stated is “the only thing they control.”  Supervisor Preston stated that the City of Binghamton and the Village of Johnson City are looking at updating the agreement with the Joint Sewage Board, which dates from the 1960’s.  She added that the eleven outside municipalities which also utilize the sewage treatment plant have “no say” in any decisions made by the Joint Sewage Board unless they become an “owner” of the plant.  Supervisor Preston stated that becoming an owner would mean incurring a large debt, although she noted that some of this debt is being passed on to user municipalities anyway.  She stated that updates will be given to the eleven outside municipalities on a regular basis and added that “communication is key.”  Supervisor Preston stated that a three-hour meeting was held between the owners (the City of Binghamton and the Village of Johnson City), the Joint Sewage Board, which consists of three 
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members appointed by the City of Binghamton and three appointed by the Village of Johnson City, and the eleven other municipalities which utilize the treatment plant.  She stated that her recommendation at that meeting was to obtain an outside consultant to run the treatment plant while solutions to the current problems are researched.
Supervisor Preston stated that in 2008 the Town of Conklin had all sewer lines camera and smoke-tested for infiltration.  She added that the City of Binghamton, whose sewer lines are utilized by the Town of Conklin to move sewage to the treatment plant, had accused the Town of having increased levels of infiltration.  Supervisor Preston stated that while this was true after the catastrophic flood of 2006, the lines were checked in 2008 and the levels are now very good.  She stated that more than half of the pumps at the Town sewer stations have been rebuilt and a new flow meter was installed at the City of Binghamton boundary line.  Supervisor Preston stated that sewer hatches have been replaced, with three more scheduled for replacement.  She stated that there has also been better enforcement of the cross connection law.

Using her example of a family utilizing an average of 10,000 gallons of water per quarter, Supervisor Preston explained that at the 2008 rate of $5.45 per 1,000 gallons used this would have cost $54.50, while at the 2009 rate of $6.45 per 1,000 gallons used it will cost $64.50, with an increase of $10.00 per quarter.  The quarterly basic fee of $15 in 2008 will be decreased to $10 per quarter in 2009, for a savings of $5.00 per quarter.  The average user would therefore see an increase of $5.00 per quarter or $20.00 per year with the proposed 2009 sewer rates.

Supervisor Preston explained that $10,500 from the Sewer Fund Balance was applied to pay part of the new rates to help keep the cost down to residents.  She stated that the Town pays an estimated use fee to the Joint Sewage Board and if the actual use is less than the estimated fee paid, a refund check is issued to the Town and put into the Sewer Fund Balance.  Mr. Cole asked if the actual use is more than the estimated use fee paid if that would mean a one-time bill for the balance would be sent to the users of the municipal sewage system.  Supervisor Preston stated that this bill would be sent to the users if this situation ever occurred but added that the Town of Conklin has “never had to do that.”  Mr. Cole asked if there is a “benchmark” of national sewer rates and Supervisor Preston replied that the local rates charged are lower or within range of the national average but that the sudden increase by the Joint Sewage Board was “too much,” noting that some municipalities cannot adjust their rates until September 2009.
Mr. Yelverton asked how the Town would save $155,000 on water meter readers and Supervisor Preston stated that FEMA had agreed to pay for the cost of the updated water meters and reader, which would have cost the Town $155,000.  She stated that the original plan was to repair and replace Well 1, which was damaged in the 2006 Flood, at a cost of over $1 million.  Instead, Well 5 was brought “on line,” and the remaining FEMA money was approved for use to purchase the new water meters and reader.  She added that the Town still has to pay increased costs in chemicals and utilities for the municipal water system.  Mr. Yelverton asked if the new meter readers will save on manpower and Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter replied that now personnel can read the meters walking down the street rather than going into residents’ yards, noting that the new readers are more efficient and more effective and save time and manpower.
Mr. Voloshen asked, since Supervisor Preston’s example cited residents’ use rates, whether commercial users paid a different rate for water and/or sewer use.  Supervisor Preston stated that all municipal users pay the same rate.  Mr. Finch asked if all municipalities utilizing the Joint Sewage Treatment Plant will experience an increase of 18% and Supervisor Preston stated that different municipalities will experience different increases depending upon how much offset money is available in each municipality’s Fund Balance.  For example, she stated, the Town of Union will see an increase of 25%.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that application of money from the Sewer Fund Balance allowed the basic sewer use fee to be decreased from $15.00 per quarter to $10.00 per quarter.  She stated that because the Town of Conklin utilizes sewer lines in the City of Binghamton, the City’s increase of 30% to its water rates in 2008 is passed on to the users in the Town of Conklin.  She added that the City’s water rates are scheduled to increase again in 2009.  Supervisor Preston added that the Town of Conklin does not have runoff water in its sewer lines as the City of Binghamton does.  Mr. Francisco asked if the City will utilize the 
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Town’s flow meter and Supervisor Preston replied, “We read our own.”  Mr. Minoia asked if this flow meter is read quarterly and Mr. Delamarter replied that it “sends data 24/7 via radio so we can keep track.”  Mr. Delamarter added that any infiltration is a result of residents’ cross connection problems and the hatches, which he stated are being sealed.
Mr. Minoia asked if the decrease of $5.00 in the quarterly basic fee will jeopardize maintenance of the sewer system and Supervisor Preston replied that it will not do so.  She added that at one time the basic fee was $20.00 per quarter, which was lowered to $15.00 per quarter, and will now be $10.00 per quarter.  Mr. Bullock asked if the Town has a Sewer Fund reserve for 2010 and Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has $5,000 set aside for that purpose.
Mr. Yelverton asked how many residents utilize the municipal sewer system and Mr. Delamarter replied that there are approximately 300 users, noting that the Town lost 30 users after the 2006 Flood, when homes were obtained through FEMA and demolished.  Those areas are “forever green” and can never be built upon again.  Mr. Yelverton asked if the revenue lost by the loss of those 30 users is paid by the remaining users of the sewer system and Supervisor Preston stated that yes, the cost is paid by users of the sewer district.  He then asked if the cost of labor is charged to the sewer users and Supervisor Preston stated that the wages of the Water and Sewer Department laborers are paid as part of the bond used to create the water and sewer districts.  She stated that there are approximately 890 users of the municipal water system, compared with over 1,000 before the 2006 Flood.  Supervisor Preston explained that residents who do not utilize the municipal water and sewer systems do not pay the wages for the Water and Sewer Department laborers.

Mr. Cole stated that he appreciates the current approach to planning for water and sewer rate increases and the presentation explaining the process, noting that he feels this is much better than the rates remaining low for a number of years then experiencing a huge increase in one year.

There being no further public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 8:08 P.M.
PUBLIC HEARING
TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED 2009 WATER RATES

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.
Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 8:08 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed new Water Rates for users of the municipal water system in the Town of Conklin.

There being no public comments or questions, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 8:09 P.M.

RESO 2008-290:  ACCEPT 2009 WATER RATES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the following usage rates for users of the municipal water system, effective February 1, 2009:





Quarterly Rate


$2.70 per 1,000 gallons used





Basic Fee


$10.00 per quarter

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-291:  ACCEPT 2009 SEWER RATES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the following usage rates for users of the municipal sewer system, effective February 1, 2009:





Quarterly Rate


$6.45 per 1,000 gallons used




Basic Fee


$10.00 per quarter

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-292:  CANCEL DECEMBER 23, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin cancels the Regular Town Board Meeting scheduled for December 23, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

GASOLINE PURCHASE/OGS/HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Attorney Aton stated that Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting needs an answer regarding whether or not the Town Highway Department can legally purchase gasoline on the NYS bid price through the Office of General Services (OGS) since the Town does not have a dedicated gasoline tank located on Town property.  Currently the Highway Department purchases gasoline with account cards from Mirabito Fuel.  The question arose of what would happen if the local gasoline supplier does not get the state bid.  Would the two year contract then be useable?  Ms. Aton stated that there is no guarantee, but added that the Town Highway Department could legally purchase gasoline out of contract, if the local supplier does not get the bid, but would not be able to enter into another gasoline contract.
The Town Board asked how many gallons of gasoline are estimated to be used by the Highway Department and asked, if the company winning the state bid is too far away from the Town of Conklin to be convenient to use, if the Town is obligated to purchase this estimated amount of gasoline anyway.  Mr. Minoia stated that the OGS contract for road salt provides a range of 70% to 120% of the estimate which the buyer must purchase.  Ms. Aton stated that the Town would not be obligated to purchase the number of gallons of gasoline estimated, but added that the Town might have to “get out of the contract.”  Supervisor Preston commented that this plan is “still cheaper than buying a tank.”  Mr. Minoia stated that there is more than one vendor with an OGS contract for gasoline in this area.

RESO 2008-293:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/ENTER TWO-YEAR CONTRACT WITH OGS/GASOLINE/ESTIMATED NUMBER OF GALLONS
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Highway Superintendent to enter into a two-year contract with OGS (Office of General Services) to purchase gasoline for the Town of Conklin, with an estimated number of gallons to be purchased to be provided.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – No, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – No.

QUESTIONS ON PREVAILING WAGE LAW

Mr. Minoia asked if linen supply companies are exempt from the prevailing wage law and Supervisor Preston stated that these companies are not exempt, but are included in the requirements of the prevailing wage law as are water delivery, fuel delivery, janitorial services, and dumpster delivery services.  Mr. Finch commented that this law “will just raise prices for everybody.”

ILLEGAL AUTO BODY SHOP/SHAW ROAD

Mr. Finch asked for an update on the auto body shop operating without a permit on Shaw Road.  Supervisor Preston stated that Attorney Mark Gorgos is working on this problem and voiced her frustration that obtaining a “stop work order takes two years.”  Mr. Finch asked if this shop is utilizing Town water and Mr. Delamarter confirmed that this is the case.  Mr. Finch asked if the Town can legally shut off the water to the auto body shop and Supervisor Preston replied, “Call the lawyers.  It’s been over six months and nothing has been done.”

THANK YOU/DINNER FOR VETERANS

Supervisor Preston distributed copies of a letter from Bill Terboss thanking the Town for providing the dinner honoring the Town of Conklin veterans, held on November 10, 2008, at the Floyd Maines Community Center.

RESO 2008-294:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:40 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:40 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Francisco, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2008-295:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

After this discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:45 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-296:  RESCIND RESO 2008-282:  AUTHORIZE INCREASE IN PAY RATE/$.50 PER HOUR/JUSTICE CLERK P. LAKE

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin rescinds Resolution 2008-282, authorizing an increase in pay rate of $.50 per hour for Justice Clerk Phyllis Lake, effective December 2, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-297:  AUTHORIZE INCREASE/PAY RATE/JUSTICE CLERK/PHYLLIS LAKE/$9.50 PER HOUR TO $10.25 PER HOUR/6-MONTHS PERFORMANCE REVIEW/EFFECTIVE 12-2-2008

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes an increase in the pay rate of Justice Clerk Phyllis “Penny” Lake from $9.50 per hour to $10.25 per hour, effective December 2, 2008, due to her six months performance review.
Seconded by Mr. Francisco.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Francisco – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.

The meeting adjourned at 8:48 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk

