REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 23, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on September 23, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos



Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Chuck Francisco




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston 

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Willis Platt




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Ruth Joyner








Jane DeMaine








Dolly Stout








Joe Bartosik









John Colley








Judy Kelly








Tom Kelly








Laurie Francisco








Peter Hoy

MINUTES:  AUGUST 26, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Bullock moved to approve the August 26, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.  

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to approve the September 4, 2008 Special Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  SEPTEMBER 10, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Minoia moved to approve the September 10, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:

CAROL COURT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER

Tom Kelly stated that he publishes a Neighborhood Watch newsletter for his Carol Court neighborhood and asked if the parking restrictions for snow removal would be effective the same dates as last year and Supervisor Preston replied that the dates will be the same.  Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting provided the dates for the Fall Leaf Pickup.  Supervisor Preston stated that the curfew for Halloween will be in effect October 30 and 31 and November 1, as per the local law.  Mr. Kelly asked when political signs could be put up and Supervisor Preston stated that they are allowed 60 days prior to the election and must removed within ten days after the election is held.
Mr. Kelly commented that he read that Mr. Tom Edmister had received the Annual Community Service Award and added that he thought Mr. Edmister was “very deserving” of the award.

VOLUNTEERS FOR DOG ENUMERATION

Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman stated that she had been unsuccessful in contacting Susquehanna Valley School District Superintendent Gerardo Tagliaferri regarding the possibility of some of the seniors acting as volunteers for the Town’s dog enumeration.  Mrs. Weidman stated that she will attempt to contact Mr. Tagliaferri after she returns from vacation.

OLD BUSINESS:
FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET

Supervisor Preston stated that the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department held its Public Hearing on its proposed 2009 Budget on September 18, 2008.  She added that the late Councilman James Ayres had met with the Fire Department representatives on August 14, and had met with her on August 15, the day before his death, and had stated that he approved the proposed budget.

Supervisor Preston stated that new equipment, increased costs in fuel and insurance, OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Act) requirements, and a New York State-mandated annual audit, required of all organizations with an operating budget of over $200,000, had required an increase of $20,350 over the 2008 Budget.

Supervisor Preston asked the Fire Department to address the rumor that there is “$19,000 of found money in the Fire Department,” adding that the questions has been asked, “Why is the budget increasing if there is ‘hidden’ money?”  Willis Platt, President of the Board of Directors of the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department, stated, “There is no ‘found money.’  Every dollar is linked to the 2008 Budget.”  Supervisor Preston stated that she “hopes this puts an end to the rumors.  This is the end of this issue.”
Mr. Finch asked if the new equipment budget line included the Scott air packs that were recently donated.  Fire Chief George Frailey explained that BAE had donated four complete air systems but that the Fire Department needs a total of 22, adding that the increase in the budget line for the new equipment “wouldn’t even buy one” air system.  He explained that seven new members have joined the Fire Department in the past year and they will receive equipment in good condition, with new equipment being purchased for longer-term members.

RESO 2008-222:  SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/PROPOSED 2009 GENERAL AND HIGHWAY BUDGETS/OCTOBER 28, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M.
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Public Hearing on the proposed 2009 General and Highway Budgets on October 28, 2008, at 7:05 P.M.
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Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-223:  SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/PROPOSED 2009 FIRE PROTECTION BUDGET/OCTOBER 28, 2008 AT 7:20 P.M.

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Public Hearing on the proposed 2009 Fire Protection Budget on October 28, 2008, at 7:20 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-224:  AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT/ANNUAL LEAF PICKUP/OCTOBER 20-NOVEMBER 28, 2008
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes advertisement in the Country Courier on October 15 and October 29, 2008, of the annual Leaf Pickup, which will occur between October 20 and November 28, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch requested that notices of the Leaf Pickup be posted in local stores.  Mr. Latting stated that he would do so, adding that he has a mailer prepared to send to residents living on Conklin Road.
BLACKTOP AT FIRE STATION #2/HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE

Mr. Willis Platt of the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department stated that the Department is planning to blacktop part of the driveway at Fire Station #2, adding that the Department is able to obtain the blacktop at a good price.  He asked if the Town of Conklin Highway Department could utilize its equipment to spread and smooth the blacktop, which would be much less expensive than hiring a contractor to come in to do the same job.  Both Supervisor Preston and Mr. Latting replied that they would like to help the Fire Department because the Fire Department is always willing to help the Town in every way possible but there is a question about the legality of the municipality performing a service for an entity that is not part of the municipality.  Town Counsel Mark Gorgos stated that since the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department is a separate entity and not part of the Town government, it is not included in the New York State shared services law as being applicable for shared services.  He added that sometimes fire departments are excluded from the shared services agreements and added that he will research this issue further.  The Town Board approves the Highway Department assisting the Fire Department if it is determined that this is legal.
RESO 2008-225:  ACCEPT PRICES/FOUR PIECES SURPLUS EQUIPMENT/HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT/BROOME COUNTY AUCTION

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the following prices for the surplus Highway Department equipment listed and sold at the Broome County Auction:



1997 Ford F350 Pickup Truck


$2,400.00


Giant Vac Leaf Vacuum



$   900.00


McConnell Reach Mower



$   750.00
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1990 International Equipment Trailer


$1,475.00


Total






$5525.00



Less Commissions



          - $  497.25


Total Received




$5,027.75

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

THIRD QUARTER READS/WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that only three estimated reads occurred during the Third Quarter reads, with all of the rest being actual reads.

Mr. Delamarter stated that he attended a meeting with representatives from Stearns-Wheeler, who conducted a study of infiltration for the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board.  He added that the Town of Conklin has one of the lowest infiltration rates and is one of the most proactive, having completed smoke testing and camera testing of its sewer lines.  A chart from the study, indicating Water Usage vs. Measured Sewage Flow, included neither the Village of Johnson City nor the City of Binghamton, the two owners of the Joint Sewage Treatment Plant, but Supervisor Preston commented that their results are “off the charts.”  Mr. Delamarter explained that the “Dry Day Volume” depicts the average daily usage while the “Wet Day Volume” depicts infiltration.
RATE INCREASE/JOINT SEWAGE TREATMENT BOARD

Supervisor Preston called the recently announced 50-60% increase in the budget of the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board “unacceptable.”  She stated that the Village of Johnson City and the City of Binghamton are owners of the facility yet have “no control over the budget.”  Supervisor Preston stated that the members of the Joint Sewage Board are appointed by the mayors of Johnson City and Binghamton, three members each, and have been given “carte blanche,” which she stated to her means “a blank check to the taxpayers.”  Supervisor Preston stated that this increase means that the Town of Conklin sewer rate, previously scheduled not to increase at all for 2009, will have to be raised from its current rate of $5.45 per 1,000 gallons to $8.35 per 1,000 gallons.  She stated that this agreement between the City of Binghamton, the Village of Johnson City, and the Joint Sewage Board, set up in the 1960’s and never revisited, is “not acceptable.”  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town of Conklin currently is being charged approximately $145,000 per year by the Joint Sewage Board and added that this cost will rise to $260,000 per year with the new increase in cost from the Joint Sewage Board.  She stated that the “New York State and federal governments need to address the management of this plant.”  Supervisor Preston explained that the City Council cannot override the budget of the Joint Sewage Board, which includes an increase in salary for the six members of the Board.  She stated that the Town of Conklin has approximately 300 households that utilize the Town sewer system.  Supervisor Preston stated that the City of Binghamton, which supplies water to the Sewage Treatment Plant, recently raised its water rates by 30%, an increase which was passed on to the Joint Sewage Board.
BUDGET INFORMATION

Supervisor Preston, commenting on the 2009 proposed Budget for the Town, stated that the Cost of Living is 3.5%.  She added that Town employees will be asked to pay an additional 2% toward their health insurance next year, adding that she is looking at a new health insurance program.

Supervisor Preston stated that, starting in 2009, all surplus equipment will be sold on EBay, with the buyer paying the shipping costs, rather than at the Broome County Auction.  She explained that she feels the Town will get a better price for its surplus equipment by selling it this way.
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FEDEX GROUND DISTRIBUTION CENTER LIGHTS

Supervisor Preston stated that FedEx Ground has hired a consultant to address the issue with the lights at its facility in the Broome Corporate Park.  The consultant should be meeting with Supervisor Preston this week to discuss the issue.  She stated that representatives from FedEx Ground met with her, Mr. Gorgos, and Mr. Finch ten days ago.  FedEx Ground has shut off the lights at the back of the building and on the side of the building that faces Carlin Road, although it was noted that these lights will have to be turned back on for one or two nights so that the consultant can evaluate the problem.  It was noted that the light that faces toward the Corporate Drive-Carlin Road intersection should be tipped downward and shielded because it is difficult for drivers to find the intersection.  Supervisor Preston stated that the poles for the lights may need to be shortened or different light bulbs may need to be used.  Mr. Gorgos commented that the westerly side of the building is dark with the lights shut off and needs more lighting for safety reasons.  Supervisor Preston stated that FedEx Ground has installed two clamp-on lights on the westerly side of the building to help alleviate this problem.

UPDATE ON GRASS LAW

Mr. Gorgos presented an update on the Town Grass Law, citing new restrictions which would limit the height of grass to six inches instead of eight inches, and which would impose automatic fines for violations.  The notice process to those in violation of the law is currently a letter sent to the property owner via certified mail, return receipt requested, then via First Class mail, if the certified letter is not accepted.  Subsequent violations receive only one letter sent via First Class mail.  Mr. Gorgos asked how long a time period the Board wishes to give those in violation of the ordinance to comply after they have received notification of their violation.  The Town Board decided that three days is sufficient time to comply with the ordinance.  Mr. Gorgos pointed out that the notice goes to the property owner, who is not necessarily the resident.  This ordinance applies only to properties of one acre or less, which the Board discussed might need to be changed.  The current ordinance applies to both residences and businesses.  The question of where a vacant lot falls under this ordinance was discussed.  Mr. Minoia stated that a property owner should mow ¾ of an acre around the residence, even if it is located in a field.  Mr. Finch stated that the ordinance is meant to apply to “densely populated areas,” and Supervisor Preston stated that this term needs to be defined.  Mr. Bullock asked how many properties have become a problem and Supervisor Preston stated that there are some on lower Powers Road.  She added that the intent of updating the law is to tighten up the time frame issue between first notification and compliance, not to extend the legislation to cover rural or sparsely populated areas of the Town.
It was decided to hold over introduction of the proposed changes to the Local Law until the October 14 Town Board meeting.  Board members are to bring any changes to the law that they would like to see implemented to Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs so that she can e-mail them to Mr. Gorgos.  Mr. Finch asked how towns such as Vestal handle this issue and Mr. Gorgos stated that Vestal has zoning districts, which make the distinction easier.  Mr. Gorgos was asked to contact towns of similar size to Conklin, such as Kirkwood and Fenton, to see how these municipalities handle the grass issue.

WATER DISTRICT 6 EXTENSION
The proposed extension of Water District 6 will be held over until the October 14 Town Board meeting.  Town Engineer Dan Griffiths is currently working on this proposal.

NEW BUSINESS:

IMPRESS

Representatives from Impress are scheduled to be present at the October 14 Town Board meeting to present plans for their new facility to be built in the Broome Corporate Park.
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RESO 2008-226:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D.PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/9-8-2008 THROUGH 9-18-2008 
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7482, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $150.35 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period of September 8 through September 18, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-227:RATIFY PAYMENT/LILLIAN WILSON/REIMBURSEMENT/BUYOUT PROPERTY SCHOOL TAX

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7483, account code A1950.4, in the amount of $3.67 to Lillian Wilson for reimbursement of school tax on a property obtained through the Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-228:  RATIFY PAYMENT/SV SCHOOL DISTRICT/BUYOUT PROPERTY/MULTIPLE SITES/ SCHOOL TAX

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7484, account code A1950.4, in the amount of $137.91 to the Susquehanna Valley School District for payment of school tax on multiple property sites obtained through the Flood Buyout Program.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-229:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CHUCK FRANCISCO/COMMUNITY CENTER/SECURITY DEPOSIT REFUND

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7487, account code A2410, in the amount of $100.00 to Chuck Francisco for refund of security deposit for rental of the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-230:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP/3RD QUARTER DISABILITY INSURANCE

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7488, account codes A9055.8, DA9055.8, and SW9055.8, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group for 3rd Quarter Disability Insurance.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-231:  APPROVE CHANGE ORDER/GORICK CONSTRUCTION/COST OF FRIABLE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT/12 CLEARVIEW AVENUE/2 RIVER BOULEVARD/927 CONKLIN ROAD
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the Change Order from Gorick Construction Co, Inc., to cover the cost of abatement of friable asbestos in the demolition of the following properties:




12 Clearview Avenue


$2,440.00




2 River Boulevard


$2,440.00




927 Conklin Road


$2,440.00

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

HALLOWEEN CURFEW

The Halloween curfew will be in effect on October 30 and 31, and on November 1, 2008, from 8:00 P.M. until 6:00 A.M. for persons under the age of 18, per the local law.  Supervisor Preston asked that this be advertised in the Country Courier, adding that she will contact the Broome County Sheriff’s Department to arrange for extra patrol cars.

2009 TENTATIVE BUDGET DISCUSSION
The Town Board discussed changes made to the 2009 Tentative Budget for the Town of Conklin.  Supervisor Preston stated that line A1110.1, Personal Services for the Town Justice, would be a 3.8% increase to $15,450 instead of the requested $18,000, and the increase for the Justice Clerks would also be 3%.  She stated that line A1220.2, Supervisor Equipment, had been cut from $3,000 to $1,500, and Supervisor Contractual (A1220.4) cut from $7,000 to $6,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Assessor and Assessor Clerk would see an increase of 3%, and that the Attorney retainer would remain the same as 2008, but the Engineer line would be cut to $30,000.  She stated that line A1620.4, Buildings Contractual, has been cut from $60,000 to $57,000.  Central Printing and Mailing will be cut to $13,000.    Line A1990.4, Contingency Contractual on Taxes & Assessments on Property, will be cut from $60,000 to $50,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that line A3310.4, Traffic Control Contractual, will be cut from $6,000 to $4,000.  She stated that the Safety Inspection line would be cut from $4,000 to $3,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that the increase for the Highway Superintendent will be 3%, and that line A6772.4, Contractual Expense for Programs for the Aging, will be $4,000.  Line A7110.2, Parks Equipment, will be cut further to $5,000 from $10,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals will receive an increase of 3% to cover the rising cost of gasoline to travel to the mandatory training classes.  Supervisor Preston stated that line A8030.4, Grant Research Contractual, has been cut from $5,000 to 0 because she is now writing the grant applications for the Town.  Landfill Remediation has been cut from $45,500 in 2008 to $32,500 for 2009, and Drainage Contractual (A8540.4) cut from $15,000 in 2008 to $3,000 for 2009.  Supervisor Preston stated that line A8989.2, Community Center Equipment, has been cut from $5,000 to $1,000.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town will see an increase of approximately $30,000 in the Highway Budget and an increase of approximately $20,000 in the Fire Protection Contract for 2009.  She thanked the Town employees for their work in making budget cuts for their departments.
BARRIER/HOBART STONE & JULIUS ROGERS PARK
Mr. Finch stated that he and Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter will meet with Mr. Jim Hobart on October 7 to discuss the progress on the barrier to be constructed between Hobart Stone and Julius Rogers Park.  Mr. Hobart’s recent illness has delayed work on the barrier.
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BI-PARTISAN MEET & GREET

Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs invited those present to attend a Bi-Partisan “Meet and Greet” for the local candidates for office to be held on Wednesday, October 8, 2008, at the Maines Community Center at 942 Conklin Road.  Candidates for the positions of Broome County Executive, Broome County Legislature Districts 6 and 7, Town Supervisor, Town Board, Town Highway Department, Town Justice, and Town Clerk are invited to attend to present their visions for the community and to meet and answer questions from the residents.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M. and the public was invited to stay for cake to celebrate Supervisor Preston’s birthday.
Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
