REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 12, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on August 12, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Angel Aton




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer 

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Charles Francisco

GUESTS:

NYS Assembly

Clifford Crouch



Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein








Joseph Bartosik







Dolly Stout








Ruth Joyner








Jim Clapper








John Colley








Luanne Vallese








Jilda Rush








Elinor Severso








Jane DeMaine








Judy Kelly








Chris Ostrowsky








Lynne R. Lauderbach








Ellen McKay








Laurie Francisco








Peter Hoy








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Danielle Palmer

MINUTES:  JULY 22, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to approve the July 22, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Code Officer, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a letter from the American Red Cross Southern Tier Chapter thanking Supervisor Preston and the residents of Conklin for their donations of almost $1,000 at the Flood Remembrance event of June 25, 2008, to help the victims of flooding in central United States during 2008.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
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29 HARDING AVENUE

Luanne Vallese of Harding Avenue stated that she and her husband had made an offer to the owner of 29 Harding Avenue to purchase the property but had received no response to date.  Supervisor Preston stated that she has been in contact with the property owner and the topic will be discussed later in tonight’s agenda.
SOUCIE PROPERTY NEAR DINO’S ON THE SUSQUEHANNA

Judy Kelly of Carol Court asked about the property owned by Mr. Soucie, located near Dino’s on the Susquehanna, and the new bundles that have appeared on the property.  Supervisor Preston stated that these bundles are hot tubs and that Mr. Soucie is a New York State hot tub distributor.  Mrs. Kelly asked if Mr. Soucie has a permit to distribute hot tubs and Code Officer Robert Jones replied that Mr. Soucie does not have a permit issued by the Code office.  Supervisor Preston stated that this matter will be discussed later in the meeting when Mr. Jones presents his report to the Town Board.

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLYMAN CLIFFORD CROUCH

New York State Assemblyman Clifford Crouch began his address to those present by thanking Supervisor Preston and the Town Board for the opportunity to speak at the Town Board meeting, adding that he appreciates this opportunity for outreach to his constituents.

Assemblyman Crouch spoke about his admiration for the new governor of New York State, David Patterson, stating that he is “very impressed with the new governor,” adding that he finds Governor Patterson to be “open, honest, and approachable.”

Assemblyman Crouch addressed the need for New York State to cut its budget, adding that he supports a hiring freeze.  As a member of the House Ways and Means Committee, Assemblyman Crouch has challenged the proposed 300,000 plus jobs being proposed, particularly administrative positions in the Corrections and Family and Children’s Services areas.  “We can’t lay off CSEA and DOT workers until the administrative positions are cut,” stated Assemblyman Crouch.  He further stated that he feels the state should not cut aid to municipalities and counties or to school districts because that “shifts the burden to property owners” who will have to make up for the lost aid through taxes.
Assemblyman Crouch stated that he will be sending a mailing to his constituents regarding DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) information regarding gas exploration.  He stated that he attended a meeting of the New York State Conference of Mayors on August 12, 2008, at which gas exploration and its impact on municipalities was discussed.

Assemblyman Crouch stated that he is in favor of a cap on property tax and mandate relief for school districts.

Mr. Ayres asked Assemblyman Crouch about the Assemblyman’s earlier statement regarding Family and Children’s Services closing upstate centers and moving the children in these programs back to the New York City area.  Assemblyman Crouch stated that this is indeed happening and that it is a “methodical movement” by the Commissioner of Family and Children’s Services to place program inhabitants back in rehabilitation in their home communities.  Mr. Ayres, who previously worked with the Court system in Family and Children’s Services in Broome County, stated that it is a bad idea to put youths in rehabilitation back in the same environment that produced the criminal behavior, calling the facility in Nassau a “criminal activity school.”  Assemblyman Crouch talked about the drum corps program that youths in rehabilitation facilities had previously enjoyed and which the Commissioner has discontinued stating that it is “demeaning for the boys to have to carry drums.”  Assemblyman Crouch stated that the loss of the drum corps program is a loss to the boys in the program.
Supervisor Preston thanked Assemblyman Crouch and stated that she had discussed the gas leasing issue with him, as well as the proposed cuts in aid to municipalities and counties.  She 
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added that a cap on property tax is needed but added that the State Speaker of the House will not discuss this possibility.  Assemblyman Crouch stated that it is questionable whether or not the $200 million in member item money will be available next year, depending upon which cuts are made to the budget, but added that if this money is available, he will fight for his constituents to get their share of the available funding.

Mr. Chris Ostrowsky asked if New York State is involved with gas leasing and Assemblyman Crouch confirmed that there are opportunities for the state to benefit from gas leasing.  The Assemblyman added that he is researching possible changes to legislature that would allow gas leasing in some forest areas such as the Adirondack Park.  Assemblyman Crouch stated that New York State owns a lot of forest land in central New York which it is not properly managing.  He added that one reason is the shortage of foresters in the DEC.  Mr. Ostrowsky agreed that lumber could be taken responsibly from these forest lands but that it would need to be well monitored.
[Break 7:30 – 7:53 P.M.  Supervisor Preston thanked the bakers who provided tonight’s refreshments.]

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT/PARKS DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer and Parks Department Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that his department is reading water meters for the Third Quarter billing.  He also reported that the Broome County Health Department has ordered that Well 1 be abandoned and he is in the process of getting quotes to cap and close the well by September 30, 2008, which is the deadline set by the Health Department.
Mr. Delamarter stated that he attended a meeting with FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) representatives and was assured that the Town will receive the balance of funds for Well 5 ($100,000) plus an additional $50,000 for installation, so there will be money to pay for the automatic read equipment.  Mr. Delamarter stated that he will attend a meeting in September with FEMA representatives regarding the proposed extension of the water system to the south end of Town, with FEMA promising an extra $500,000 for the extension.  Mr. Delamarter thanked Supervisor Preston for all of her hard work in obtaining this funding.

Mr. Delamarter reported that a new vent had been placed in the sewer system near Pop’s Ice Cream Stand and owner Ray Ralston is pleased that the sewer odor is gone.

Mr. Delamarter reported that Pavilion 3 at Schnurbusch Park is completed and his department is installing grills and picnic tables.  He added that blacktopping and seeding the area need to be completed.  Mr. Delamarter also reported that the bridge still needs to be constructed.  He thanked Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting and the Highway Department for their “nice job on the creek,” adding that Mr. Latting and his department are always willing to help with whatever is needed.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that he has ordered the new mower for his department, calling the purchase “needed and anticipated.”  He reported that his department has received numerous compliments on the mowing done on Town-owned roads and numerous complaints regarding lack of mowing and upkeep on County-owned roads within the Town of Conklin.

Mr. Latting reported that the land at the Community Center, which is the site of the 2008 Conklin Town Fair, has been cleared, adding that his department needs to remove the last large tree.  Mr. Latting stated that if the tree is knocked down, his department will remove it.

Mr. Latting reported that the berm area of Carlin Creek in Schnurbusch Park is completed and that Mr. Delamarter is working with Town Engineer Dan Griffiths to obtain the correct flaps to control backflow in Carlin Creek.
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Mr. Latting asked the Board’s permission to attend two different sessions of the Cornell Local Roads Program.

RESO 2008-187:  APROVE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/LATTING/ATTEND 2008 FALL WORKSHOP/CORNELL LOCAL ROADS PROGRAM/”REDUCING LIABILITY FOR LOCAL HIGHWAY OFFICIALS”/OCTOBER 2, 2008
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting to attend the 2008 Fall Workshop “Reducing Liability for Local Highway Officials,” presented by the Cornell Local Roads Program and to be held October 2, 2008, in Owego, New York, with all necessary expenses.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-188:  APPROVE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/LATTING/ATTEND 2008 FALL WORKSHOP/CORNELL LOCAL ROADS PROGRAM/”SNOW & ICE CONTROL OPERATIONS FOR LOCAL HIGHWAY OFFICIALS”/OCTOBER 8, 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting to attend the 2008 Fall Workshop “Snow & Ice Control Operations for Local Highway Officials,” presented by the Cornell Local Roads Program and to be held October 8, 2008, in Horseheads, New York, with all necessary expenses.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Latting reported that the retaining wall on Fallbrook Road Bridge is almost completed and that progress is being made on repair of the bridge itself, although there has been a delay waiting for needed parts to arrive.  He added that the Town may need to look at replacing other bearings in the bridge.  The bridge is scheduled to be re-opened before the start of the new school year.  He stated that the final inspection has been completed on the Gratsinger Road Slope Stabilization project.
RESO 2008-189:  DECLARE SURPLUS EQUIPMENT & APPROVE TOWN OF CONKLIN TO ENTER BROOME COUNTY AUCTION/SEPTEMBER 20, 2008
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin declares the following surplus equipment and approves it to be sold by entrance of the Town of Conklin into the Broome County Auction to be held September 20, 2008:




1997 Ford F350 4x4 Pickup Truck





1990 International Trailer





Giant Leaf Vacuum Machine

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Delamarter stated that the stripper from Well 1 will be put out to bid not sent to the Broome County Auction.
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TOWN OF CONKLIN VETERANS MEMORIAL/SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Mr. Delamarter reported that he has been meeting with Supervisor Preston, Mr. Finch, and Mr. Ayres to discuss the Town of Conklin Veterans Memorial to be constructed in Schnurbusch Park, and distributed a diagram for the Board to review.  He reported that the committee has been working with Hobart Stone to determine the cost of the project, which he added has been scaled down from the original plan due to cost and the size available in the field at the park.  Supervisor Preston added that she has set up the fund for donations and has received approximately $1,250 to date, adding that she will be looking for a grant to help with funding for the project.  Supervisor Preston stated that the memorial will be named the Town of Conklin Veterans Memorial and will be located in Schnurbusch Park behind the existing Veterans’ monument.  Mr. Robert Page, one of the initiators of the memorial project, had wished to include all names of Conklin residents who had served in any war, but Mr. Ayres commented that this would cost a great deal of money to have the names engraved on bricks or stones.  Supervisor Preston worried that a name might be omitted and stated that she feels the memorial should be more generic.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICE
In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that he has been working with Mr. Larry Soucie to improve Mr. Soucie’s property on Conklin Road near Dino’s on the Susquehanna.  Mr. Jones reported that Mr. Soucie promises to have his lot mowed this week and has moved the large vehicle on the property back by the garage.  He stated that Mr. Soucie had originally parked the vehicle toward the front of the property to prevent customers from Dino’s from parking on his property.
Mr. Jones reported that his office issued 12 building permits in July, three of which were for mobile homes, two for new homes, three for flood damage repair, and one each for a garage, porch repair, a boiler, and a kitchen renovation.  He stated that three businesses had appeared before the Planning Board:  The Reptile Company – wholesale and retail of exotic pets; Aton’s Auto Repair Shop & Inspection Station; and Tee Time Mini Golf.
Mr. Jones reported that he is still working with FedEx Ground on the issue with the lighting for the new facility.  Supervisor Preston added that a light meter had been purchased and the new FedEx Ground facility is out of compliance with its lighting plan.  She added that she has involved the Broome County IDA (Industrial Development Agency) to address the lighting issue and other issues with FedEx Ground.
Mr. Finch stated that the “hot tubs look like mushrooms” on Mr. Soucie’s property and asked if Mr. Soucie has a permit from the Town Planning board to sell hot tubs.  Mr. Jones replied that Mr. Soucie is only storing the hot tubs until they are installed.  He explained that Mr. Soucie was granted a permit by the Planning Board to install a three car garage from which he could sell used cars, adding that Mr. Soucie owns two parcels of land in that area and that Mr. Soucie has been working on cleaning up the property.  Mr. Finch replied that Mr. Soucie has no permit from either the Planning Board or the Zoning Board of Appeals to store hot tubs.  Mr. Jones stated that he has been working with Mr. Soucie for the past month to get him to work on cleaning up the property.  Mr. Ayres asked when Mr. Soucie was granted permission to build the three car garage and Mr. Jones replied that this permit was issued in April 2008, giving Mr. Soucie until April 2009 to complete the construction.  Mr. Jones reminded the Board that originally Mr. Soucie came to the Planning Board wanting to install a billboard on his property and was denied by the Planning Board.  Supervisor Preston instructed Mr. Jones to call Mr. Soucie on August 13 and tell him he needs to go before the Planning Board for the hot tub storage business.  She also instructed Mr. Jones to contact Town Counsel Mark Gorgos regarding this issue.

Mr. Minoia questioned Mr. Jones’ statement that The Reptile Company had been approved for wholesale and retail sales, noting that the company was not approved for retail sales.  Planning Board member Chuck Francisco explained that The Reptile Company was given preliminary approval for wholesale and visits by school groups, but not for retail sales, and added that the company would be back before the Planning Board at the August 18, 2008 meeting.
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REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that she needs more people to help with the upcoming Dog Enumeration and will therefore go to the meeting of the Conklin Seniors Club this Thursday, August 14, to seek volunteers.  She added that after school starts she will go to Susquehanna Valley High School to see if any of the seniors are interested in volunteering.  Dog Control Officer Weidman stated that she currently has three volunteers to assist her with this project.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report, available in Town Clerk’s office.  All written reports are available in the Town Clerk’s office for public perusal.
OLD BUSINESS:

29 HARDING AVENUE

Supervisor Preston stated that the decision regarding the demolition of 29 Harding Avenue was left open at the last Town Board meeting and added that she has since spoken with the owner of 29 Harding Avenue.  Supervisor Preston explained that there is a new program sponsored by New York State and run through Broome County which will perhaps buy out the home on 29 Harding Avenue.  She stated that the decision on 29 Harding Avenue will be deferred until the owner hears from Broome County on a decision regarding her home.  Mr. Finch explained that if Broome County demolishes the building, it will obtain the property, which will then be given to the Town of Conklin.  Supervisor Preston stated that property owner Alicia Rieman does not want to sell the property for the amount she was offered by a private buyer because it was not enough money.  Luanne Vallese of Harding Avenue stated that she is paying interest daily on a loan which she and her husband hoped to use to buy the property at 29 Harding Avenue and that she has not received a response from Ms. Rieman.  Supervisor Preston stated that the “Town of Conklin is not in the real estate business” and urged Mrs. Vallese to call the property owner.  If the property becomes the property of the Town of Conklin, the Town will then be responsible for mowing the grass at that location.

BAT HOUSE DEMOLITION
Supervisor Preston stated that U.S. Bank, which owns the “bat house” at 36 Stillwater Road, wants the Town to demolish the structure at that location and charge the cost to the bank.  The Town has given U.S. Bank a set amount of time in which to demolish the structure, and after that time has elapsed will demolish the structure if the bank has not already had this done.

UPDATE ON STRICTER GRASS LAW
Supervisor Preston stated that the current Town Code states that grass can be no higher than 8 inches high, and allows the Town to hire someone to mow areas that are not in compliance, if the owner refuses to comply, and then to charge the property owner for the cost of the mowing.  Town Counsel Angel Aton is working of drafting new legislation that would tighten up this law and tighten the time frame in which the forced compliance would take place.  Supervisor Preston stated that the new legislation will be ready for introduction at the August 26 Town Board meeting.  Currently Code Officer Jones monitors the height of lawns and sends letters to those in violation of the Town Code.  Ms. Aton stated that this new legislation would address the problem of perpetual offenders.  Mr. Bullock asked if the cost assessed to the property owners takes into account the cost to the Town in terms of Mr. Jones’ time and Ms. Aton replied that the only cost assessed to the owner is the actual cost of mowing.
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2009 BUDGET
Supervisor Preston distributed the books with department heads’ requests and preliminary budget figures to the Town Board.  She stated that with the current New York State budget problems and the increase in the cost of oil and fuel the situation is “not good.”  Supervisor Preston stated that department heads will be present at the August 26 Town Board meeting to answer any questions the Board may have regarding their requests.  Supervisor Preston stated that she believes there will be no reason to raise water and sewer rates for the coming year.  Mr. Finch asked how much under the 2008 Budget is the Town’s current spending.  Supervisor Preston replied that it is “not pretty” and that “everybody’s cut, across the board.”
NEW BUSINESS:

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
Supervisor Preston stated that discussion of the 2008 Community Service Award will be held over until the August 26, 2008 Town Board meeting.

RESO 2008-190:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE/5 PROPERTIES/TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:



GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER


Glenn H. Corby and 

3 Victory Avenue, Town of 
161.34-1-11


Sheila G. Willson

Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Charles Waitkavicz and
12 Clearview Avenue, Town 
162.09-1-45


Bernadine Waitkavicz

of Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Elizabeth A. Jones and 
933 Conklin Road, Town of 
162.18-1-4


Beatrice E. Kelley

Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Carol A. Oot Willard

2 and 4 River Boulevard, 
162.14-2-44 and





Town of Conklin, Broome
162.14-2-45






County, New York

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2008-191:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BLAKESLEE RESTAURANT SUPPLY/COMMUNITY CENTER KITCHEN EQUIPMENT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7161, account code 8989.201 (grant), in the amount of $584.97 to Blakeslee Restaurant Supply for kitchen equipment for the Community Center.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-192:  RATIFY PAYMENT/TYLER FAULKNER/2008 ARTS & CRAFT SUMMER FUN PROGRAM SERVICES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7164, account code A7320.4, in the amount of $521.00 to Tyler Faulkner for services in the 2008 Arts & Craft Summer Fun Program.
Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-193:  RATIFY PAYMENT/HC CONSTRUCTION/BID AWARD PAYMENT #1/CONSTRUCTION OF SCHNURBUSCH PARK PAVILION 3

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7162, account code A7110.202 (grant), in the amount of $11,093.33 to HC Construction for Bid Award payment #1 for construction of Pavilion 3 at Schnurbusch Park.
Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-194:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NYS CONFERENCE OF MAYORS/NATURAL GAS EXPLORATION CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES/D. PRESTON & G. MINOIA

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #7165 and #7166, account codes A1220.4 and A1010.4 respectively, in the amount of $80.00 each check to the New York State Conference of Mayors for registration fees for Debra Preston and Gerard Minoia for the Natural Gas Exploration Conference held August 12, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Abstain, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  3 – Yes, 2 – Abstain.

Supervisor Preston stated that one of the items discussed at the Conference was the fact that town parks cannot be utilized for gas exploration and that the “impact on the infrastructure will be huge.”  She stated that the average depth for drilling will be 5,559 feet, which Mr. Ayres commented is deeper than most water wells are drilled or aquifers exist.
RESO 2008-195:  RATIFY WIRE PAYMENT/POSTAGE ON CALL/REPLENISH POSTAGE METER
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies a wire payment, account codes A1670.4 and SW8310.4, in the amount of $1,000.00 to Postage on Call to replenish the postage meter.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-196:  RATIFY PAYMENT/LINK ENVIRONMENTAL/PRE-DEMOLITION SURVEY & REPORTS/21 BUYOUT PROPERTIES

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7170, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $10,258.00 to Link Environmental for pre-demolition survey and reports for 21 properties in the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-197:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC./DEMOLITION & TIPPING COST/19 ADRIANCE ROAD
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7171, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $18,000.00 to Gorick Construction Co., Inc., for demolition and tipping cost of structure(s) located at 19 Adriance Road.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch asked why the cost of demolition varied so much from house to house and Supervisor Preston replied that the cost depends upon the size of the structure and whether or not friable asbestos is found in the structure.

RESO 2008-198:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC./DEMOLITION & TIPPING COST/6 SHIPMAN ROAD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7172, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $13,877.00 to Gorick Construction Co., Inc., for demolition and tipping cost of structure(s) located at 6 Shipman Road.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-199:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC./DEMOLITION & TIPPING COST/923 CONKLIN ROAD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7173, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $23,161.80 to Gorick Construction Co., Inc., for demolition and tipping cost of structure(s) located at 923 Conklin Road.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-200:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NYSEG/ELECTRICAL LINE EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #7174, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $581.00 to NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas) for extension of an electrical line for the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-201:AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #724-852 (MINUS VOUCHER #809) FOR 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #724-#852 (minus Voucher #809 for the amount of $1,720.00) for the year 2008:




General




$ 82,363.98




Highway




   18,424.17




Flood Buyout – HB



   14,790.00




2006 Flood Highway Emergency – HH
 182,757.21




Light Districts




     1,985.94




Sewer District 1


   
   46,423.49




Water District




     5,377.30



Total




           $352,122.09
Seconded by Mr. Ayres.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that Voucher #809 in the amount of $1,720.00 was a duplicate billing from Suburban Septic Systems for closing of a septic system on a Flood Buyout Program property for which the Town has already paid Suburban Septic Systems.  The voucher therefore needed to be removed from the abstract.

Out of the Norm Appropriations

HH-06 Highway Roads & Bridges


52% of abstract

HB-Property Buyout Program


  4% of abstract

Miscellaneous Grants




  5% of abstract

Quarterly Sewer Treatment



10% of abstract

Mr. Finch explained that Mr. Bullock and Mr. Minoia had been reluctant to sign the voucher approving payment of the grading at Schnurbusch Park.  Mr. Minoia stated that the grading was not a “professional service,” which does not require three bids, and therefore would require three bids.  Mr. Finch explained that he had contacted three different providers:  Gorick Construction, which would have cost $125 per hour plus the driver, for the larger bulldozer needed for the project; rental of a John Deere bulldozer, with Mr. Finch as the operator, which would have cost $900 per day for five days, or $4,500; and Coe for $105 per hour, or $2,600, which Mr. Finch stated was the “best choice.”  Mr. Minoia reiterated that this is not a “service,” and therefore three bids were needed, not quotes.  Mr. Delamarter stated that he has always understood that “as long as the cost is under $10,000 and no purchase of material is involved, only a quote is needed, not three bids or three price quotes,” as per the Town of Conklin’s procurement policy.  Mr. Finch apologized and stated, “We should have submitted what we had.”  Supervisor Preston questioned what constitutes “professional service” in the procurement policy, quoting the 
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description as stating that this is “legal, engineering, et cetera,” and noting that Town Counsel Mark Gorgos has stated in the past that this is an appropriate interpretation of the legal requirements for procurement.  Supervisor Preston questioned what professional services are covered by “et cetera,” and Attorney Aton will research this question for the next Board meeting.  Supervisor Preston distributed samples of the new Purchase Order form that her office created for use by department heads of the Town.

RESO 2008-202:  SCHEDULE SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING/SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M./COMMUNITY CENTER TOWN FAIR SITE

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Special Town Board Meeting to be held at 7:00 P.M. on Thursday, September 4, 2008, at 942 Conklin Road, the site of the Community Center and the 2008 Conklin Town Fair.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

GAZEBO AT SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Mr. Minoia asked if the damage done to the gazebo at Schnurbusch Park was covered by the Town’s insurance and would be reimbursed.  Supervisor Preston explained that the cost of the repairs was part of the insurance deductible cost and therefore the Town will not be reimbursed for the cost of repairs.  Mr. Finch asked if lights are being added to the gazebo and Mr. Delamarter confirmed that lights are being installed.  Mr. Minoia suggested installing a masonry wall at the gazebo.
BARRIER/JULIUS ROGERS PARK & HOBART STONE

Mr. Finch asked the status of the barrier between Julius Rogers Park and Hobart Stone and Mr. Jones replied that Mr. Hobart is getting ready to start constructing the barrier.

2008-2009 HUNTING LICENSES

Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs informed those present that sales of the 2008-2009 hunting licenses will begin on Monday, August 18, 2008.

PRIMARY ELECTION
Town Clerk Jacobs advised the Board that both the Primary Election and the September 9 Town Board meeting occur on the same date and both events normally utilize the Board Room.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town Board would move the location of its meeting to another room in the Town Hall.

RESO 2008-203:  APPROVE JUSTICE COURT/APPLICATION FOR GRANT/SECURITY MEASURES & FURNITURE/NYS GUIDELINES
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the Justice Court to apply for a grant to pay for security measures and furniture as stipulated by New York State guidelines.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-204:  APPROVE ORDER TO PROCEED/DEMOLITION 923 CONKLIN ROAD/EXTRA COST/$2,440/FRIABLE ASBESTOS ABATEMENT & DISPOSAL

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Gorick Construction Co., Inc., to proceed with demolition of structure(s) located at 923 Conklin Road and approves payment of the extra cost of $2,440 for abatement and disposal of friable asbestos found at that location.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-205:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE
Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 9:14 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 9:14 P.M> with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Ayres, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Angel Aton.  Supervisor Preston assumed the duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2008-206:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After the discussion, Mr. Bullock moved to close the Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 9:26 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Ayres.

The meeting adjourned at 9:26 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
