REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JULY 8, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on July 8, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mr. Finch, Deputy Supervisor, presided in the absence of Supervisor Preston.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch








Supervisor Preston – Absent




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Chuck Francisco




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein







Jim Clapper








Ruth Joyner








John Colley








Tom Kelly








Carmen DiRienzo








Laurie Francisco








Bonnie Tolomei








Angelo Tolomei








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Chris Henderson

MINUTES:  JUNE 24, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Ayres moved to approve the June 24, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Deputy Supervisor Finch acknowledged receipt of reports from the Supervisor’s Office, the Town Clerk, the Code Officer, the Highway Superintendent, and from the Water & Sewer/Parks Superintendent.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that work on the FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) bridge project on Fallbrook Road has been started.  He stated that the paving projects undertaken by his department are being funded through the “CHIPS” money and that the paving, including any patching, is 90% completed Town-wide.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that he issued ten demolition permits last month, mostly for houses in the FEMA 2006 Flood Buyout Program.  He stated that a new business, Sip of Seattle coffee shop, opened on Conklin Road.  Mr. Jones stated that Southern Tier Sports & Recreation has submitted revised plans for their clubhouse to the Town Planning Board.  He reported that there are no cases currently pending for the Zoning 
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Board of Appeals.  Mr. Jones reported that the FedEx Ground building is 90% completed, with completion projected by the end of July.
In response to concerns from some residents present at the meeting, Mr. Jones clarified that the owner of property on David Drive is considering installing a double-wide house, not a mobile home, as had been rumored.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW P-A, 2008

“A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 97-20 OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.

Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Mr. Finch declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, proposed Local Law P-A, 2008, “A Local Law Amending Section 97-20 of the Town Code of the Town of Conklin.”

Town Counsel Mark Gorgos explained that the current language in the Town Code limits the number of persons that can be present at a pavilion in the Town parks at a non-scheduled event, such as a family or corporate gathering, to 250 persons.  He explained that the proposed local law would remove the 250 person limitation, while retaining a total aggregate limit of 750 persons within the park.  A gathering of more than 750 persons would require the issuance of a Special Permit by the Town Board.
There being no public comments or questions, Mr. Finch declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:07 P.M.

RESO 2008-165:  ADOPT LOCAL LAW 2, 2008/”A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 97-20 OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin adopts Local Law 2, 2008, “A Local Law Amending Section 97-20 of the Town Code of the Town of Conklin.”

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gorgos noted that the previously enacted Local Law 2, “A Local Law Regarding Filling of Vacant and Developed Properties,” should actually have been named Local Law 1, 2008, because the first proposed local law of 2008, which would have reduced the number of members of the Zoning Board of Appeals from seven to five, was withdrawn.  This means that the local law adopted at tonight’s meeting is Local Law 2, 2008.

EXPLANATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR MODULAR HOMES
Code Officer Jones explained that the 5-12 roof pitch required for modular homes gives them the appearance of stick-built homes, and noted that modular homes must be built on a foundation, must have an overhang and outside windows, must meet the energy code, and must have 2” by 6” outside construction.  He stated that, when finished, a modular home will “look like a $100,000 house.”

Bonnie Tolomei asked if these requirements are in place in all parts of the Town of Conklin, and Mr. Jones explained that these requirements are only in effect in areas of the Town zoned R-12 or R-15 (Residential).  Mrs. Tolomei asked about requirements in area zoned Agricultural and 
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Mr. Jones explained that modular homes in areas zoned Agricultural do not have to meet these standards.
Mr. Tom Kelly of Carol Court asked about regulations regarding septic systems, since David Drive is in a flood plain.  Mr. Jones explained that the property owner must apply to the Broome County Health Department for approval of plans for a septic system and that this approval must be received before he (Mr. Jones) is able to issue a building permit.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

ACCESS TO RIVER ON TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY
Mr. Charles Francisco asked if the public would be able to access the Susquehanna River utilizing property owned by the Town of Conklin, particularly the properties near the river recently acquired through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.  Mr. Finch replied that there would possibly be restrictions, even though it is public property.  Mr. Gorgos cautioned that the fact that the property is owned by the Town does not automatically mean that the public has access to and use of this property.
In response to a query regarding insurance coverage of the Town-owned properties, Mr. Ayres stated that this is a “vague territory.”  Mr. Francisco replied that it is the same situation as would be present if someone wanted to access the river from Schnurbusch Park in order to fish.  Mr. Gorgos commented that fishing would be a more acceptable activity than launching a boat from the Town-owned property.  Mr. Ayres commented that it is a “fine line” as to whether the Town endorses access to the river from its property or merely tolerates it.  Mr. Finch stated that he believes that if it is one person who wants to access the river to fish, that would be acceptable, but if the situation involves a huge crowd hanging out on the river bank, it is not acceptable.

Mr. Minoia commented that anyone accessing the river should be sure they are utilizing Town property and not private property, as some of the houses that were demolished after the 2006 flood were demolished by the property owners, who still own the land.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
In addition to his written report, Water and Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that the filter has been installed in the vent at Sewer Station 1.  He also reported that sampling of the Town water is taking place.
Mr. Delamarter reported that there is an issue with Mr. Richard Knight, who resides on Powers Road.  Mr. Delamarter stated that Mr. Knight pays a flat rate of $88 because the Town water and sanitary sewer systems are available to his residence, but he uses a well for water and has a private septic system.  His house, however, is connected to the Town sewer line.  Mr. Knight refuses to pay the $88 flat fee, so it is added to his property tax bill each year.  He also refuses to have a water meter installed.  Mr. Delamarter reported that Mr. Knight is asking for a refund of the charges that have been added to his tax bill because of the flat fee.  Mr. Delamarter added that this is part of the maintenance fee.  Mr. Minoia asked if this hookup to the Town sewer was mandated when the sewer line was installed.  Mr. Gorgos explained that all residents in a sewer district pay on the capital investment costs but only those who have their homes hooked up to the system, so they use it or have the ability to use it if they choose to do so, pay the maintenance fees.  Mr. Bullock clarified that this is a quarterly fee but it is paid by Mr. Knight through his taxes.  Mr. Finch stated that Mr. Knight must allow a meter to be installed or have the sewer system unhooked from his home, since without a meter the Town cannot tell how much usage of the sewer system is taking place.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town Water Code states that after two years of a sewer system being available, the Town can mandate hookup to the Town sewer system, which he added is environmentally better.  Mr. Gorgos and the Town Board will research this situation further.
Mr. Delamarter also reported that the gazebo in Schnurbusch Park has been vandalized twice and is currently being repaired for the second time.
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REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that she has served 15 appearance tickets for unlicensed dogs in the past 24 hours.  She stated that the Town needs to advertise in a Legal Notice the dates of the upcoming dog enumeration.  Mrs. Weidman stated that she has only had one volunteer respond to her ad for helpers with the enumeration.  Mr. Finch asked if Mrs. Weidman had contacted the Conklin Seniors Club and Mrs. Weidman replied that neither she nor Supervisor Preston believe that this is an appropriate project for a senior citizen.  Mr. Finch suggested that Mrs. Weidman contact other municipalities to see how they obtained volunteers for their enumerations.  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs stated that volunteers were provided through Broome County for the last dog enumeration, conducted in 2002.  Mr. Gorgos will provide the Legal Notice for Town Clerk Jacobs to have published in the Country Courier.
OLD BUSINESS:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESO 2008-166:  SCHEDULE SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING/JULY 10, 2008 AT 4:00 P.M./AWARD BIDS/PAVILION 3 & DEMOLITION OF HOUSES

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin schedules a Special Town Board Meeting on July 10, 2008, at 4:00 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Business items will include awarding of the bids for the construction of Pavilion 3 at Schnurbusch Park and for the demolition of houses in the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

CONKLIN SENIORS CLUB MEETING

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Bullock, the Town Board liaison to the Conklin Seniors Club, if he would be attending the July 10 meeting of the Seniors Club to discuss some concerns raised by the Town Board.  Mr. Bullock replied that he is unable to attend the meeting but Conklin Seniors Club President Charlie Scarantino will be attending the July 22 Town Board meeting to discuss these issues.
UPDATE/CHAPTER 62 OF TOWN CODE/REGARDING BRUSH, GRASS & WEEDS

Mr. Gorgos stated that Chapter 62 of the Town Code allows the Town to have brush, grass, and weeds removed from a property, if the owner refuses to take care of such matters on his or her own and the property becomes non-compliant with the Town Code, and to charge the cost of this removal to the property owner.  He added that the Town is seeking to strengthen this chapter of the Code to allow the Code Officer to obtain results more quickly regarding properties that are out of compliance.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will bring an update for Chapter 62 to the July 22 Town Board meeting.
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RESO 2008-167:  RATIFY PAYMENT/S. JACOBS/MILEAGE & MEAL REIMBURSEMENT

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6983, account code A1410.4, in the amount of $47.85 to Sherrie Jacobs for mileage and meal reimbursement.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-168:  RATIFY PAYMENT/M. GABELLO/TOWN CLERK MEETING MEAL REIMBURSEMENT
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6984, account code A1410.4, in the amount of $11.06 to Marilou Gabello for Town Clerk meeting meal reimbursement.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-169:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D. PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/JUNE 2 – JUNE 30, 2008

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6985, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $259.07 to Debra Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period June 2 – June 30, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-170:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NANCY PERFETTO/COMMUNITY CENTER RENTAL DEPOSIT REFUND

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:  


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6988, account code A2410, in the amount of $100.00 to Nancy Perfetto for deposit refund for rental of the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-171:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CHRISTMAS TREE SHOPS/PARTY WARE FOR 2ND FLOOD ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE CELEBRATION

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6989, account code A7550.4, in the amount of $238.50 to the Christmas Tree Shops for party ware for the 2nd Flood Anniversary Remembrance Celebration.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-172:  RATIFY PAYMENT/RADIO SHACK/COMMUNITY CENTER TELEPHONES

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6981, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $109.96 to Radio Shack for telephones for the Maines Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-173:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #592-723 FOR 2008
Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #592 – 723 for the year 2008 in the total amount of $421,722.71:




General




$  55,159.69




Highway




  137,628.12




Flood Buyout – HB



    16,968.18




2006 Flood Highway Emergency – HH
  188,682.94



Pool Improvement – HP


    13,659.00




Light Districts




      1,561.94




Sewer District 1



      2,183.10




Water District




      5,879.74



Total





$421,722.71
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch noted that the total seems high because the 2006 Flood repairs to the Town’s highways, at $188,682.94, comprise 45% of the claims this month.
RESO 2008-174:  AUTHORIZE JUSTICE COURT CLERK/COE/ATTEND 2008 COURT CLERKS CONTINUING EDUCATON CONFERENCE/SEPTEMBER 21-24, 2008

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Justice Court Clerk Diane Coe to attend the 2008 Court Clerks Continuing Education Conference to be held September 21-24, 2008, at a total cost of $637.00.  This request was approved by department head, Town Justice J. Michael Bishop.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

100th ANNIVERSARY/BIRTHDAY/NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER
Mr. Ayres commented that today (July 8) is the 100th anniversary of the birth of Nelson A. Rockefeller, whom he called “the greatest governor New York has ever had.”
There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.

The meeting adjourned at 7:38 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs, Town Clerk
