REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 24, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on June 24, 2008, at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Chuck Francisco

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein








Ruth Joyner








Danielle Barker








JoMay Ives








Dolly Stout








Chris Ostrowsky








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Joe Bartosik

Supervisor Preston asked the Town Board members to make sure they were wearing their clip-on microphones because the new recording system requires this to ensure accurate recording.  She stated that the purchase this new system was made possible through a grant secured through Assemblyman Clifford Crouch’s office and thanked the Assemblyman.

MINUTES:  JUNE 10, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to accept the June 10, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of a report from the Supervisor’s Office.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
FINANCES IN THE TOWN COURT

Retired Town Justice JoMay Ives stated that she has been approached with questions about the money missing from the Town Justice Court and stated that she wanted to clarify some things.  She stated that “you can’t get blood out of a stone,” meaning that you can’t force people to pay their fines.  Mrs. Ives added that the “Judge’s options are limited.”  She stated that tickets can stay in the system, with outstanding fines, for 20 years, and that it is the same in all municipal courts.  Mr. Finch commented that the problem had to do with money that was allegedly embezzled from the Town Court by a former employee.  Mr. Ayres asked Mrs. Ives if she had read the reports (the audit of the Court) and she replied that she had not.  “Read the reports,” suggested Mr. Ayres.

OLD BUSINESS:
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UDATE/JULIUS ROGERS PARK BARRIER

Supervisor Preston distributed a report on the project site visit regarding the barrier to be installed between Julius Rogers Park and Hobart Stone.  She stated that Mr. Finch, Mr. James Hobart, and Code Officer Robert Jones met to discuss the project.  Mr. Finch stated that “no additional property is being taken or given away.”  Mr. Finch reported that Mr. Hobart will take the existing fence down in stages and will cover the most dangerous stones.  Mr. Hobart will grade the area, and then will plant trees to form the barrier.  Mr. Finch stated that Mr. Hobart wants to work on this project as he can afford it.  Mr. Bullock asked if the barrier will be on Mr. Hobart’s property and Mr. Finch stated that it will run along the current property line.
NEW BUSINESS:

BROOME COUNTY AUCTION

Supervisor Preston stated that she just wanted to remind department heads that the Broome County Auction will be occurring in a few months, in September, so that they can plan accordingly.  Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that he has two pieces of equipment to send to the Auction.

RESO 2008-150:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BROOME COUNTY CLERK/DONATED PROPERTY/915 CONKLIN ROAD/CLOSING COST
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6860, account code A1950.4, in the amount of $219.00 to the Broome County Clerk for closing costs due for property located at 915 Conklin Road, donated to the Town of Conklin.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that this property was donated by Jack Smith and Mr. Finch stated that the lot is 50 feet.

RESO 2008-151:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BROOME COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE/PROPERTY TAX DUE AT CLOSING/DONATED PROPERTY/915 CONKLIN ROAD
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6861, account code A1950.4, in the amount of $62.93 to the Broome Commissioner of Finance for property tax due at closing on property located at 915 Conklin Road, donated to the Town of Conklin.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-152:  RATIFY PAYMENT/MARK, SCOTT & LISA VOSBURY/PURCHASE OF LAND ADJOINING SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #6961, 6962, and 6963, account code A7110.2, in the amounts of $3,000.00 each, totaling 
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$9,000.00, to Mark Vosbury, Scott Vosbury, and Lisa Vosbury for the purchase of property adjoining Schnurbusch Park.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Finch asked if Mr. Vosbury owns the pond in that area and Supervisor Preston stated that Mr. Vosbury still owns the pond and that the Town does not want it because of liability issues.  Mr. Ayres stated that he has heard that there is a problem in that area with late night parties and Supervisor Preston stated that the Town is “working on” this problem.

RESO 2008-153:  RATIFY PAYMENT/BROOME COUNTY CLERK/RECORDING & FILING FEES/PURCHASE OF LAND ADJOINING SCHNURBUSCH PARK

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6964, account code A7110.2, in the amount of $209.00 to the Broome County Clerk for recording and filing fees for the purchase of land adjoining Schnurbusch Park.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-154:  RATIFY PAYMENT/WISE FOODS/FOOD FOR 2ND ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE/2006 FLOOD

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6965, account code A7550.4, in the amount of $35.64 to Wise Foods for food for the 2nd Anniversary Remembrance of the 2006 Flood, held June 25, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-155:  RATIFY PAYMENT/T. DELAMARTER/COMMUNITY CENTER RENTAL REFUND

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6967, account code A2410, in the amount of $300.00 to Tom Delamarter for refund of Community Center rental fee and security deposit.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-156:  RATIFY PAYMENT/THE HARTFORD GROUP/2ND QUARTER DISABIITY INSURANCE
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6979, account codes A9055.8, DA9055.8, and SW9055.8, in the amount of $427.50 to The Hartford Group for 2nd Quarter disability insurance payment.
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Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

DOG ENUMERATION

Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman gave a presentation on Dog Enumeration, noting that this should be done every three to five years.  Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs stated that the last enumeration done in the Town was in 2002.  DCO Weidman stated that an extra $5 per dog license is charged for unlicensed dogs found and licensed during the enumeration, with $3 of the $5 going to the Town and the remaining $2 going to the enumerator.  She added that usually volunteers are sought to conduct the enumeration.  Town Clerk Jacobs asked if the Town was planning to pay mileage to the enumerators but the Town Board declined to do this.  Dates for the enumeration were discussed, with the Town Board choosing July 14 through December 1, 2008, as the enumeration period.
RESO 2008-157:  APPROVE DOG ENUMERATION/JULY 14 – DECEMBER 1, 2008

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the implementation of a dog enumeration throughout the Town of Conklin during the period July 14, 2008, through December 1, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An advertisement for volunteers will be placed in the Country Courier.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TRACTOR/MOWER
Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that the availability of the parts he needs to repair the Highway Department’s Tractor/Mower is scarce and he has not been able to obtain the parts he needs.  He added that a three-point mounted mower is not advised because the PTO (power take-off) is not strong enough to handle the mower.  Mr. Latting stated that the OGS (NYS) specifications are not acceptable and that John Deere is the only company to offer a full frame tractor, in which the tractor and transmission act as one.  He stated that without a full frame, the tractor cannot handle the mower.  Supervisor Preston stated that it appears the Town will have to replace the tractor and mower, adding that the Town can “piggyback” with Broome County’s bid on a new tractor/mower, with their bid to be opened tomorrow, June 25, 2008.  She stated that by doing this, the Town does not have to develop specifications or go out to bid.  
Mr. Bullock asked what the price will be and Mr. Latting replied that it will cost approximately $100,000 for a new tractor and mower.  Mr. Finch asked what the current tractor is worth and Mr. Latting stated that no interest has been shown in this piece of equipment.  Mr. Latting added that this is also the Town’s street broom and stated that it will cost $20,000 to put a broom on a new tractor.  The Town Board felt it would make more sense to keep the current tractor and use it strictly as a broom.
Supervisor Preston stated that the new tractor/mower would be leased to own.  Mr. Latting commented that his department is responsible for mowing the roads and must have the equipment to do so.  Supervisor Preston reiterated that the County bid will be opened tomorrow, so the Board should act on this issue at this meeting.  Mr. Latting added that this is a boom mower, which swings to the back of the tractor during transportation and is therefore legal on the highways.  He added that it is a Tiger mower.  Mr. Finch asked the cost to lease and Supervisor Preston stated that she will research this cost, adding that the first payment will not be due until 2009.  Mr. Latting stated that this will be a 50 inch mower with a 22 foot reach.  Mr. Bullock 
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 24, 2008

asked when the Town could expect delivery and Mr. Latting replied that the new equipment would be delivered in October 2008.

RESO 2008-158:  ALLOW TOWN HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TO ADD ON TO BROOME COUNTY BID/TRACTOR-MOWER

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin allows the Town Highway Department to add on to the Broome County bid for a tractor-mower.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Latting noted that he will need a Purchase Order and the number of the Broome County bid.

PAVILION 3 AT SCHNURBUSCH PARK/RE-BID WITH STAMPED SPECIFICATIONS
Supervisor Preston stated that only one bid was received for the construction of Pavilion 3 at Schnurbusch Park and added that it must be re-bid because the specifications used for the bidding process did not meet the requirements of the $50,000 grant being used to fund the construction of the pavilion.  Mr. Gorgos stated that engineer-stamped specifications are required to be provided prior to the bid being made.  He added that having stamped plans shifts the liability from the Town to the engineer.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town received inaccurate information from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation regarding the bid requirements.
RESO 2008-159:  AUTHORIZE REJECTION OF PAVILION BIDS AND AUTHORIZE NOTICE TO BID
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin had previously authorized going out to bid for a 28 feet by 38 feet by 10 feet wooden pavilion, and


WHEREAS, the time to return said bids having lapsed it was determined that certain information to satisfy the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation needs to be provided to bidders; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to reject the submitted bids and desires to re-bid the wooden pavilion project; and


WHEREAS,  said bid packages to be issued June 30, 2008, with said packages being returnable to the Town Clerk’s Office by 2:00 P.M on July 8, 2008, to be publicly opened and read allowed at that same date and time, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the bids previously submitted are hereby rejected and shall be returned to the respective bidders by the Town Clerk; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed re-issue said bid  packages with respect to construction and installation of the wooden pavilion on June 30, 2008, in a form acceptable to the Attorney for the Town, and place the advertisement for said bid in the Country Courier, if necessary; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said bid packages shall be returnable to the Town Clerk’s Office by 2:00 P.M. on July 8, 2008, to be publicly opened and read aloud at that same date and time.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-160:  AUTHORIZE NOTICE TO BID/DEMOLITION OF HOUSES/FEMA 2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin is a participant in the FEMA 2006 HGMP flood buyout program and has identified 7 properties on the attached Exhibit A as candidates for demolition, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin has also identified 3 properties on the attached Exhibit A that were damaged in the 2006 flood but were not eligible to participate in the FEMA 2006 HGMP flood buyout program and are candidates for demolition as they have been declared unsafe under the Town of Conklin Unsafe Structures Local Law, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin is required to obtain proposals for the demolition and site restoration of said properties, and


WHEREAS the Town Board of the Town of Conklin desires said bid packages to be issued June 25, 2008, with said packages being returnable to the Town Clerk’s Office by 2:15 P.M on July 8, 2008, to be publicly opened and read allowed at that same date and time, and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to issue said bid packages on June 25, 2008, in a form acceptable to the Attorney for the Town, and place the advertisement for said bid in the Country Courier with respect to the demolition and removal of structures and site restoration work on up to 10 properties located in the Town of Conklin; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said bid packages shall be returnable to the Town Clerk’s Office by 2:15 P.M on July 8, 2008, to be publicly opened and read aloud at that same date and time.

EXHIBIT A

HGMP PROPERTIES
1 LILAC PLACE
194.12-1-30


807 CONKLIN ROAD
162.09-1-48


1279 CONKLIN ROAD
194.04-2-7



11 BARBARA AVENUE
161.34-1-22



15 BARBARA AVENUE
161.34-1-23


18 CLEARVIEW AVENUE
162.09-1-42


4 RIVER ROAD
162.09-1-48



UNSAFE STRUCTURES
29 HARDING AVENUE
161.08-1-39



36 STILLWATER ROAD
228.11-2-36



5 SHAW ROAD
178.07-2-1

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed

unanimously.





Mr. Minoia asked about the cost of asbestos abatement and whether that would entail extra

tipping fees.  Supervisor Preston replied that if asbestos abatement is required, a Change Order

would be issued and would require a separate vote.  Mr. Finch commented that the Town is 

paying for total tonnage of debris, asbestos included.  Supervisor Preston replied that the difference is what constitutes the Change Order.
RESO 2008-161:  ORDER REMOVAL OF STRUCTURE OWNED BY ALICIA B. RIEMEN/29 HARDING AVENUE
At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, Broome County, New York, held at the Conklin Town Hall on the 24th day of June, 2008, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Bullock, who moved for its adoption, seconded by Councilperson Minoia:
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WHEREAS, the Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Conklin has filed his report in writing with the Town Board of the Town of Conklin containing his findings and recommendations regarding a certain structure situated on premises on 29 Harding Avenue, Conklin, New York designated by Tax Map No. 161.08-1-39, in which report said Building Inspector states his opinion that said structures are unsafe and dangerous to the public and recommends their immediate removal, and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin after reviewing said report and after hearing said Building Inspector in regard thereto and after having duly deliberated upon the same, having determined that said report warrants the removal of said structures.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: (1) notice be given to Alicia B. Rieman, reputed owner of these structures situate on premises on 29 Harding Avenue, Conklin, New York designated by Tax Map No. 161.08-1-39, in the form required by Section 6 of the Unsafe Buildings and Collapsed Structures law of the Town of Conklin, (2) said notice to be served personally upon said Alicia B. Rieman or by registered mail to its last known residence as shown by the records of the tax collector or of the county clerk if such persons cannot reasonably be found for such personal service and by affixing a copy thereof upon said structures, (3) said notice shall order the structure be removed from the premises, to be commenced within thirty (30) days of the service of said notice and to be completed within sixty (60) days thereafter, (4) a public hearing has been scheduled on July 22, 2008, at 7:05 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall, in relation to such dangerous or unsafe structure, and (5) the Town Clerk of the Town Conklin be and she hereby is directed to prepare said notice and arrange for the service thereof in accordance with the requirements of said Local Law and by filing in the office of the County Clerk.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call which resulted as follows:


Councilperson Ayres



Votes  YES
Councilperson Bullock



Votes  YES
Councilperson Finch



Votes  YES
Councilperson Minoia



Votes  YES
Supervisor Preston



Votes  YES
The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.
Supervisor Preston stated that this structure is unsafe but was not included in the FEMA Buyout Program.  Mr. Finch stated that the cost of demolition will be charged to the tax roll on this property.

RESO 2008-162:  CONVEY THREE PROPERTIES TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/FEMA 2006 FLOOD BUYOUT

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:

GRANTOR


PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER

Jack S. Smith



913 Conklin Road, Town of 

162.14-2-56






Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Joseph G. Gdovin


925 Conklin Road, Town of 

162.14-2-50

and Frances A. Gdovin

Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Bruce H. Alden and


40 Harding Avenue, Town of 
161.08-1-41

Ruth C. Alden



Conklin, Broome Co., NY
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Seconded by Mr. Ayres.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-163:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/TOWN OF BINGHAMTON/INTERMUNICIPAL WATER AGREEMENT

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with the Town of Binghamton to create an intermunicipal water agreement.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town of Binghamton is expected to approve the agreement at their July meeting.

RESO 2008-164:  AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR/ENTER AGREEMENT/BROOME COUNTY/MEALS ON WHEELS TO UTILIZE MAINES COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the Supervisor to enter an agreement with Broome County to authorize the Broome County Meals on Wheels program to utilize the Floyd L. Maines Community Center as its dispatch center.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Community Center cannot be rented Monday through Friday during the mornings because the Meals on Wheels program will be utilizing the Center at that time.

JUNKYARD AT SOUTH END OF TOWN

Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town last addressed the issue of the junkyard at the south end of Town in 2003 but it was not determined at that time whether or not it was “grandfathered in.”  He added that it is therefore difficult to tell if it was ever approved or whether or not, if approved, it has been expanded beyond its original limits.  Mr. Ayres asked if the DEC (New York State Department of Conservation) could be contacted to look into the situation for possible violations.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town needs photographs and sketch designs and added that violations are “difficult to establish.”

COMMUNITY SPORTSPLEX
Mr. Minoia stated that he has a question for Code Officer Robert Jones regarding the Community Sportsplex project, but would see Mr. Jones in his office, since Mr. Jones was not in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  He asked if Southern Tier Sports, developers of the Sportsplex, is a non-profit organization and Supervisor Preston replied that it is a non-profit organization funded by HUD (Housing and Urban Development).  Mr. Minoia asked if that means the property is off the tax rolls and Supervisor Preston stated, “Not necessarily.”  Mr. Gorgos explained that an IRS (Internal Revenue Service) determination of non-profit status does not automatically equate with exemption from property tax obligations.
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CONKLIN SENIORS CLUB/REQUIREMENTS FOR PRESIDENT

Mr. Finch commented that the Conklin Seniors Club is growing in number and having more voice regarding their wishes for the new Community Center.  He added that the officers for the Club hold their position for two year terms and that the election for new officers will be held during the fall of 2008.  He asked if the Town could require that the President of the Conklin Seniors Club be a resident of the Town of Conklin, since a resident would have more of a stake in looking after the interests of the Town.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town Board could send a letter of recommendation to the Conklin Seniors Club stating that the Town Board feels strongly that the President should be a resident of the Town of Conklin.  Mr. Bullock, Town Board liaison to the Conklin Seniors Club, will attend the Seniors Club meeting on July 10, 2008, to speak to the group regarding this issue.  It was noted that the Club has lunch at noon, with a meeting following at 1:00 P.M.
ELECTION INSPECTOR TRAINING/NEW VOTING MACHINES
Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs gave an update on the training of Election Inspectors on the new voting machines, which occurred on June 12 at the Conklin Town Hall.  She stated that the Conklin Election Inspectors did a great job at the training and most felt they will have no problems with the new machines, which will be used for persons with disabilities during the Fall 2008 elections and by all voters, beginning in 2009.

In response to a query from Supervisor Preston, Town Clerk Jacobs stated that the new recording system seems to be working well.

BENEFITS TO SALARY RATIO

Supervisor Preston reported that the Town’s benefits to salary ratio is currently 48%, down 12% from the 60% ratio of 2007.

LATE PAYMENT NOTICES/COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE/JUSTICE FINES AND FEES

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has been receiving late payment notices from the New York State Comptroller’s Office since the Town Board elected not to ratify payments to the Comptroller’s Office after payment had been made.  It was the Town’s practice to pay the bill as soon as it was received, then have the payment ratified at the following Town Board meeting but the Town Board declined to continue this practice, opting instead to require that the bill for the State’s share of the Justice fines and fees collected be part of the voucher process approved at the first Town Board meeting of each month.  Supervisor Preston noted that once the Justice Court files its report, its job is complete and the Comptroller’s Office bills the Town for the State’s share of fines and fees collected.   She added that this issue is creating a problem with the Town’s audit and with the Town’s good standing with the State of New York.  Mr. Finch stated that the Comptroller’s office should “fix the problem with the Court” and then the bill could be paid.
2ND ANNIVERSARY FLOOD REMEMBRANCE/RED CROSS DONATIONS

Supervisor Preston reminded those present that the 2nd Anniversary Flood Remembrance Ceremony will be held June 25, 2008, at 6:30 P.M. at Schnurbusch Park.  Donations for the Red Cross to help flood victims in the Mid-west will be taken during the Remembrance Ceremony and the Concert in the Park, which will follow at 7:00 P.M.
BCIDA AND PROPERTY PARCEL ON CARLIN ROAD
Supervisor Preston stated that she was contacted by the Broome County Industrial Development Agency (BCIDA), who stated that they are awaiting the Town Board’s response to their request to have a parcel of property at the intersection of Carlin Road and Corporate Parkway rezoned from Residential to Economic Development District.  Mr. Finch and Mr. Ayres stated that the 
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situation was left with the BCIDA needing to bring more accurate maps and information to the Town Board, and it is therefore their responsibility to re-initiate progress on this issue.
GRANT/FEDERAL GOVERNMENT/CARLIN CREEK

Supervisor Preston stated that she has been working with U.S. Congressman Maurice Hinchey since January and that the Town was recently awarded a grant for $330,000 to re-align certain sections of Carlin Creek, approving the Town to have engineering studies completed and to clean the creek and use riprap to stabilize the banks.

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has secured more than $600,000 in grant funds during the last three years.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Finch.

The meeting adjourned at 8:33 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
