REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 10, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on June 10, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Meeting

Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting





Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs

GUESTS:

Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
George Frailey







Ruth Joyner








Dolly Stout








Paul Schofield








John Gage








Dusty Root








Tim Stank








John Colley








Dell Boyle








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Daryl Rood








Joe Bartosik

MINUTES:  MAY 27, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Finch moved to accept the May 27, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Town Clerk, the Code Officer, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Town Court, and from the Dog Control Officer.  She also acknowledged receipt of a letter from Theresa M. Rickard, President of the Conklin Players Club, notifying the Town of the intention to renew the liquor license for the Players Club, and a letter from the Conklin Seniors Club thanking the Town for the use of the Castle over the years and the use of the new Community Center.  The Conklin Seniors Club donated $100 to the Town as an expression of their gratitude.
ABC APPLICATION/C.P.C. ENTERTAINMENT, INC./D/B/A PLAYERS CLUB/NO OPPOSITION/LIQUOR LICENSE

Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Theresa M. Rickard, President of C.P.C. Entertainment, d/b/a Players Club, applying for renewal of the on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None.
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REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting reported that the catch basins and dry wells in the Town received “the best cleaning they have had in 20 years” with the help of personnel from the City of Binghamton.  He stated that every catch basin and dry well in the Town was inspected and added to an inventory, with the information forwarded to John Mastronardi of Griffiths Engineering for inclusion in the Town’s MS4 report.
Mr. Latting reported that all of the “CHIPS” projects are completed.  He stated that Millburn Drive Bridge is now fully closed with concrete barriers, and that the Jersey barriers have been returned to Fahs Construction.  Mr. Latting reported that the Spring Cleanup was a “huge success,” with three times the tonnage of tires taken to the County Landfill as were taken in 2007.

PUBLIC HEARING

TO RECEIVE INPUT REGARDING UNSAFE STRUCTURES AT 36 STILLWATER ROAD

PRESENT:  Same as on page one.
Notice of Public Hearing having been duly advertised, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing open at 7:05 P.M. and asked those present to speak either for, or in opposition to, the opinion of the Code Officer that the structures located on property at 36 Stillwater Road, Tax Map No. 228.11-2-36, are unsafe and dangerous to the public and should be immediately removed from the premises.
Town Counsel Mark Gorgos stated that the owners and first mortgage holders of the property in question have been notified and that this is a due process hearing.  He added that the cost of the demolition will be added to the taxes on the property.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Town would need to obtain a quote for the cost of the demolition plus any mitigation required for friable asbestos and the tipping fees associated with that mitigation.
There being no further questions or public comments, Supervisor Preston declared the Public Hearing closed at 7:06 P.M.

RESO 2008-137:  DECLARE STRUCTURES AT 36 STILLWATER ROAD UNSAFE AND ORDER REMOVAL OF STRUCTURES
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


WHEREAS, the Building Inspector of the Town of Conklin has filed his report in writing with the Town Board of the Town of Conklin containing his findings and recommendations regarding certain structure(s) situate on premises on 36 Stillwater Road, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 228.11-2-36, reputedly owned by Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., and/or US Bank, in which report said Building Inspector states his opinion that said structure(s) are unsafe and dangerous to the public and recommends their immediate securing or removal, and 


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Conklin after reviewing said report and after hearing said Building Inspector in regard thereto and after having duly deliberated upon the same, having determined that said report warrants the securing of said structure(s) and their removal, and


WHEREAS, the notice required by Town Law was served upon Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., and/or US Bank, on or about May 28, 2008, and

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 10, 2008


WHEREAS, THE Town Board of the Town of Conklin conducted a public hearing with respect to the structure(s) this 10th  day of June, 2008, and upon inspection of the structure(s) by the Building Inspector this 10th day of June, demolition of the structure(s) has not 
Commenced within 30 days of the service of said notice, and


WHEREAS, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. and/or US Bank has failed or neglected to comply with the Order of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin dated May28, 2008,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that:  (1) the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby orders, and shall provide for, the removal of the structure(s) situate on premises on 36 Stillwater Road, Conklin, New York, designated by Tax Map No. 228.11-2-36 reputedly owned by Mortgage Electronic Systems, Inc., and/or US Bank, by contract, on or after June 11, 2008, (2) all expenses incurred by the Town in connection with the proceeding to demolish and remove the unsafe structure(s), including the cost of actually removing the structure(s), and all reasonable and necessary legal expenses incidental thereto shall be assessed against the land on which the structure(s) are located and shall be levied and collected in the same manner as provided in Town Law for the levy and collection of special ad valorem levy.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
Water and Sewer and Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that his written report contained the information regarding water and sewer, parks, and the Town Pool.
Mr. Finch asked Mr. Delamarter to address the issue of the batting cage and pitching machine that were not replaced after the 2006 Flood.  These pieces of equipment were not on the replacement list given to FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) after the flood, and Mr. Delamarter had stated previously that Youth Commissioner Fran Bealo had been responsible for this omission.  Mr. Bealo took exception to this statement, stating that it was actually the responsibility of the Booster Club, which purchased the equipment initially, and not his responsibility to report its loss.  Mr. Delamarter concurred that the Booster Club had purchased the batting cage and pitching machine.

Mr. Delamarter reported that mowing at Shawsville Cemetery has been two-thirds completed and will be completed this week.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER
In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued 16 building permits last month, seven for new structures and the remainder for sheds, signs, etc.  He reported that the Planning Board approved the site and building plan for Mulch & Lawn Equipment Sales.  It also approved the site plan and business for Sip of Seattle Coffee Shop, pending comments from the Broome County Planning Department.  Mr. Jones stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals did not meet last month, as it had no cases pending.  Supervisor Preston commented that Mr. Jones is also working on garbage and grass issues, and inspection and recommendations regarding two more unsafe structures.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reported that the conference she attended in Webster, New York, sponsored by the New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets, was very informative.  She attended a workshop on dog enumeration at the conference and will present a report on enumeration to the Board at the June 24 meeting.
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Highway Superintendent Latting reported that the Highway School he attended in Ithaca was also very informative.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK
Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN COURT
Refer to written report.

REPORT:  CONKLIN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Conklin Volunteer Fire Chief George Frailey reported that the department responded to seven fire calls and twelve medical emergency calls last month.  He reported that Broome County held a recruitment drive in February, which resulted in enlisting more than 70 new fire personnel throughout the county, and three firemen and one EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) for the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department.  Chief Frailey stated that another EMT is also in the process of joining the Conklin department.  He added that the department received a $5,000 grant through State Senator Thomas Libous’ office to help with recruitment and retention of personnel.
OLD BUSINESS:

GAS LEASING
Supervisor Preston addressed rumors she has heard regarding the Town planning to enact legislation to prevent property owners from leasing gas and mineral rights on their own property.  She stated that these rumors are unfounded, but that the Town does need to put provisions in place to protect the Town’s infrastructure.  She stated that the Town “will use its cell tower law as a base” for legislation to protect the Town from what could potentially be “millions of dollars of damage” to the infrastructure.  Supervisor Preston distributed two handouts to the Town Board regarding environmental issues involved with the gas drilling, including information about the drilling operation in Pennsylvania that was shut down because of environmental issues.
John Gage asked for an explanation of the tower law and Mr. Gorgos explained that persons or companies installing wind towers must post a bond to pay for removal of the towers if they are abandoned, adding that the concerns of the Town have a vehicular traffic basis.  Mr. Gorgos explained that the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) has primary jurisdiction over the gas leasing, as it does with mining operations, and only receives input from the Town.  He explained that the Town is looking at other areas in New York State in which gas drilling takes place and gathering sample legislation from General Code as part of the process of creating legislation to protect the Town’s infrastructure.  Mr. Gorgos noted that residents can check with the Town Clerk for information on any proposed local laws.  He noted that the current tower law requires a Special Permit process which legislation regarding gas drilling would not require.  Mr. Gage confirmed that there is at present no application of this or any other law to the gas drilling.
Dell Boyle commented that gas leasing operations cannot conform to the tower law and Supervisor Preston reiterated that it is only a starting point but that the Town must protect the infrastructure.
Dusty Root expressed concern that if regulations are too restrictive, it will be easier for the gas leasing companies to go somewhere else and asked if proposed legislation will cause that effect.  Supervisor Preston replied that regulations are “nothing new for the gas companies.”  Mr. Gorgos added that the gas companies like to have a framework of regulations in place, adding that the section regarding posting bond is the only part of the tower law that will be used in drafting legislation regarding the gas drilling.  He stated that the DEC will control where drilling can take place.  Mr. Finch stated that this is similar to the situation with logging or stone quarry operations.
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 10, 2008

Tim Stank stated that the Conklin-Binghamton Coalition represents over 350 residents, with 14,000 acres of land, and that, with potential prices of $2,500 per acre for leasing, the Coalition could be “looking at $35 million, and we want everything to be right.”

Dell Boyle stated that he heard the gas leasing legislation would be a “mirror image” of the tower law and Supervisor Preston stated that this is not true.  Mr. Minoia reiterated that the tower law is merely a starting point.
John Gage commented that the Town and the Coalition are working for the same goal but should remain separate and that the Town should not be in leadership of the Coalition.  Supervisor Preston stated that this is another rumor and that the Town never intended to be in a leadership position with the Coalition.  Mr. Gorgos added that the Town may lease some of its property but that is the extent of Town involvement.  Tim Stank confirmed that the Town is not part of the Coalition in terms of negotiating lease agreements and Mr. Gorgos stated that this is correct.  Mr. Minoia is liaison to the Coalition to keep the Town Board informed regarding progress on the lease situation, but he is also a landowner with personal interest in the gas leasing.  Supervisor Preston commented that she is aware of a meeting at the Town of Binghamton on June 13, being held to discuss a Town of Binghamton local law regarding gas leasing, but added that the Town of Conklin local law will be different from the Town of Binghamton local law.
AMENDMENT TO LOCAL LAW/NUMBER OF PERSONS ALLOWED AT EVENTS AT TOWN PARK

Mr. Gorgos presented an update on the amendment to the Local Law regarding the number of persons allowed at events at the Town park.  The issue is the restriction of 150 persons allowed at “non-regular activities” at the park.  Mr. Gorgos explained that the Town Fair has its own permit section in the Town Code and is unaffected by this restriction, as are tournaments and sports games regulated by the Town.  The 150 person restriction comes into effect when the pavilions are rented by families or companies.  The amendment to Section 97-20 of the Town Code would removed the 150 person threshold and state that “no park or portion thereof shall be reserved for any group activity which in the opinion of the permit issuer will draw a spectator crowd plus group member total of more than 750 persons or which otherwise requires a special permit from the Town Board as hereinafter provided.”
RESO 2008-138:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW P-A, 2008/”A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 97-20 OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN”/SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING JULY 8, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M.
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law P-A, 2008, “A Local Law Amending Section 97-20 of the Town Code of the Town of Conklin,” and schedules a Public Hearing on July 8, 2008, at 7:05 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

UPDATE/BARRIER/JULIUS ROGERS PARK

Supervisor Preston asked for an update on the barrier between Julius Rogers Park and Hobart Stone.  Mr. Jones reported that Mr. Hobart is “not in favor of the sight line” boundary suggested by Mr. Finch.  He stated that Mr. Hobart is “ready to move” on the project once an agreement has been reached.  Supervisor Preston directed Mr. Jones to set up a meeting between Mr. Hobart, Mr. Finch, and himself later this week or early next week to settle the details of the agreement.
Mr. Ayres asked how far into Julius Rogers Park the barrier will be constructed and Mr. Jones replied about 20 to 25 feet near the creek and “not far” near the road, noting that it is a zigzag 
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line rather than a straight line.  Mr. Ayres stated that he thought the creek ran through the park but Supervisor Preston stated that the creek runs along the boundary of the park.

NEW BUSINESS:

FLOOD ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY

Supervisor Preston stated that the second anniversary of the June 2006 Flood will be commemorated at the June 25, 2008 Concert at the Park at 7:00 P.M. at Schnurbusch Park.  She stated that a small ceremony will be held.

COMMUNITY CENTER CONTRACT
Supervisor Preston and Mr. Gorgos presented a revised, simpler version of the contract for the new Community Center.  Supervisor Preston asked Mr. Ayres to check with the Town’s insurance carrier to see who would be responsible for people who rent the Community Center but have no homeowner’s insurance.  Mr. Ayres stated that he will check with the insurance carrier but believes the renter would either have to pay for the Town of Conklin to endorse them through the Town insurance or would have to buy their own one-day event coverage.
RESO 2008-139:  RATIFY PAYMENT/M.L. FANTO/PURCHASE KITCHENWARE/COMMUNITY CENTER
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6834, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $125.00 to M.L. Fanto for purchase of kitchenware for the new Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-140:  RATIFY PAYMENT/TRAVELERS FLOOD INSURANCE/FLOOD INSURANCE FOR WELLHOUSE/TERRACE DRIVE
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6836, account code SW8310.4, in the amount of $1,797.00 to Travelers Flood Insurance for flood insurance for the Wellhouse located on Terrace Drive.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-141:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D.PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/5-12-08 THROUGH 5-30-08
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6839, account code A1220.4, in the amount of $158.07 to Debra A. Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period May 12, 2008, through May 30, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
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RESO 2008-142:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC./TIPPING FEES/14 RIVER BOULEVARD BUYOUT PROPERTY

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6856, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $5,500.00 to Gorick Construction Co., Inc., for tipping fees for demolition of structure located at 14 River Boulevard, property acquired through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-143:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC./DEMOLITION COST/14 RIVER BOULEVARD BUYOUT PROPERTY

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies check #6857, account code HB8760.401, in the amount of $7,000.00 to Gorick Construction Co., Inc., for cost of demolition of structure located at 14 River Boulevard, property acquired through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-144:  RATIFY PAYMENT/WELSH RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT/COMMUNITY CENTER KITCHEN SUPPLIES

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6858, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $210.33 to Welsh Restaurant Equipment for kitchen supplies for the Community Center.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-145:  RATIFY PAYMENT/CONKLIN DINER/MEAT PLATTER & ROLLS/COMMUNITY CENTER OPEN HOUSE

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6859, account code A7550.4, in the amount of $180.00 to the Conklin Diner for the meat platter and rolls for the Community Center Grand Opening and Open House, held May 21, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Abstain, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2008-146:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT/CLAIMS #494-591 FOR 2008
Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:
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Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #494 – 591 for the year 2008 in the total amount of $162,906.49:




General




$ 32,353.71




Highway



  
   16,116.68




2006 Buyout – HB


                 5,230.00




2006 Flood Highway Emergency – HH
   78,667.50




Pool Improvements – HP


   21,524.15




Light Districts



    
     2,647.06




Sewer District 1



     1,305.92




Water District




     5,061.47



Total




           $162,906.49

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-147:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE/CERTAIN PROPERTIES/TO TOWN OF CONKLIN/PURSUANT TO 2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:


GRANTOR

PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER


Robert Schmeltz
8 Shipman Road, Town of 
162.09-1-38






Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Philip Gabriel and
17 Clearview Avenue, Town 
162.09-1-10



Cynthia J. Gabriel
of Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Jack R. Dean and
19 Adriance Road, Town of 
162.03-1-22



Susan J. Dean

Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Mark V. Morabito 
913 ½ Conklin Road a/k/a
162.14-2-57



& Eva M. Morabito
918 Scudder Avenue, Town 






of Conklin, Broome Co., NY



Herbert J. Parsons &
823 Conklin Road, Town of 
162.14-2-51



Florence C. Parsons
Conklin, Broome Co., NY


Patricia A. Kilmer
6 Shipman Road, Town of 
162.09-1-39






Conklin, Broome Co., NY

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

In response to a query from Mr. Finch, Supervisor Preston stated that she believes there will be only one house remaining on Clearview Avenue after the demolitions of the other houses acquired through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program.
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SHORT-TERM BONDING/FEMA HIGHWAY PROJECTS

Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town will need to approve a short –term revenue anticipation note to cover the cost of three Highway projects which will be reimbursed by FEMA after they are completed.  There are two projects on Fallbrook Road and one on Gratsinger Road.  The revenue anticipation note will be for a period of one year or less, and will be for an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $750,000.  Bond Counsel from New York City will be utilized and the bond will be put out to bid with local lenders.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the closing would be held on June 20, 2008, and that he is hoping for an interest rate of approximately 3%.  The reason the Town must borrow the money is because FEMA will not give “upfront money” any more.  FEMA will audit the project after it is completed and then reimburse the Town for the cost of the project.  Mr. Finch asked if the audit will include a site inspection of the project and Supervisor Preston replied that it will include a site inspection.

RESO 2008-148:  AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE/REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTES/NOT TO EXCEED $750,000/IN ANTICIPATION OF RECEIPT OF CERTAIN REVENUES TO BE RECEIVED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008/FEMA HIGHWAY PROJECTS
A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin, in the County of Broome, New York, was held at the Town Hall, 1271 Conklin Road, Conklin, on June 10, 2008.

There were present:

Hon. Debra A. Preston, Supervisor; and

Councilpersons:

Hon. Gary Bullock





Hon. Gerard Minoia





Hon. James Ayres





Hon. James Finch

There were absent:

None.

Also present:


Sherrie Jacobs, Town Clerk





Mark S. Gorgos, Town Attorney

Mr. Bullock offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CONKLIN, IN THE COUNTY OF BROOME, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:


Section 1.  Revenue Anticipation Notes (herein called the “Notes”) of the Town of Conklin, in the County of Broome, New York (herein called the “Town”), in the aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $750,000, and any notes in renewal thereof, are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of Sections 25.00 and 39.00 of the Local Finance Law, constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called the “Law”).


Section 2.  The Notes shall be issued in anticipation of the receipt of FEMA grant funds for flood related projects in the amount of $750,000.  The proceeds of the Notes shall be used only for the purpose of paying the expenses of the Town for said fiscal year payable from the revenues in anticipation of which they are issued.

Section 3.  The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared:

(a)  The Notes are not issued in renewal of other notes.


(b)  The Notes shall mature within the period of one year from the date of their issuance.


(c)  No revenue anticipation notes have been heretofore issued in anticipation of the revenues specified in Section 2 hereof.


(d)  The Notes are issued in anticipation of the collection of revenues other than real estate taxes or assessments.


Section 4.  The Notes hereby authorized shall contain the recital of validity prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and shall be general obligations of the Town.  The faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the Notes and unless the Notes are otherwise paid or payment provided for, an amount sufficient for 
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such payment shall be inserted in the budget of the Town and a tax sufficient to provide for the payment thereof shall be levied and collected.

Section 5.  Subject to the provisions of this resolution and the Law, and pursuant to Section 50.00 and Sections 56.00 to 61.00 of the Law, the power to sell and issue the Notes authorized pursuant hereto, and any renewals thereof, and to determine the terms, form and contents, including the manner of execution, of such Notes, and to execute arbitrage certifications relative thereto, is hereby delegated to the Supervisor, the chief fiscal officer of the Town.

Section 6.  The Notes shall be executed in the Name of the Town by the manual signature of the Supervisor, the Town Clerk, or such other officer of the Town as shall be designated by the chief fiscal officer of the Town, and shall have the corporate seal of the Town impressed or imprinted thereon, which corporate seal may be attested by the manual signature of the Town Clerk.


Section 7.  This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Mr. Ayres and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:


AYES:  Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Ayres, Mr. Finch, Supervisor Preston (5)


NOES:  None.

The resolution was declared adopted.

UPDATE/SPORTSPLEX
Mr. Gorgos stated that he will meet with Town Engineer Dan Griffiths and Alex Urda of Keystone Associates on June 11, 2008, to discuss concerns regarding the proposed Sportsplex to be located at the site of the old Conklin Sports Park on Conklin Road.  Concerns include shared parking, drainage, and especially protection of the aquifer from contamination from chemicals or pesticides, and enforcement of the Wellhead Protection Act.  Representatives of the Sportsplex will be attending the June 16 meeting of the Town Planning Board.  Jeff Francisco of Delaware Engineering, the engineering firm which oversaw development of the Town wells, has expressed “major concerns,” stated Mr. Gorgos.  Mr. Delamarter commented that the owner of the Sportsplex utilizes Andre & Sons to provide fertilization of sports fields at other sites which he owns and Mr. Delamarter stated that he has already told the owner of the Sportsplex that he will not be able to fertilize these sports fields because of the aquifer.

DISC GOLF
Mr. Gorgos stated that there was a “small misinterpretation” in the article in the Country Courier regarding Disc Golf, which is coming to Conklin.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the newspaper article stated that he would underwrite the cost of the Disc Golf program, while he will actually help design the Disc Golf program and course and underwrite a portion of the cost.

VOUCHERS
Mr. Minoia, noting that Town Procurement Policy requires three quotes if a purchase is to cost more than $250, unless the item is on the state bid price list, stated that it makes the work of the Councilmen signing the vouchers easier if the department heads write “on OGS bid” on the voucher if the item is on the state bid list.

CLEANUP/AREA NEAR DINO’S ON THE RIVER/L. SOUCIE
Mr. Ayres commented that Larry Soucie, who owns property near Dino’s on the River at the intersection of Conklin Road and the Colesville Road Extension, has done “no cleanup and still has junk all over.”  Mr. Jones stated that Mr. Soucie tore down the existing building and has one year in which to construct the new building that was approved by the Planning Board.  Mr. Ayres stated that Mr. Soucie is “procrastinating” and that the Town should “cite him.”  Mr. Jones stated that Mr. Soucie “did some clean up,” adding that he is now using the property as a staging area for construction supplies.  Mr. Gorgos stated that Mr. Jones should monitor the site on a regular basis to make sure that Mr. Soucie is complying with the Planning Board requirements, adding 
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that Mr. Jones could issue a Stop Work order or seek an injunction if necessary.  Mr. Gorgos added that perhaps Mr. Jones could issue a Stop Work order on the staging of materials because that use was not approved by the Planning Board.

POOL MAINTENANCE/NEW LINER
Mr. Finch asked Mr. Delamarter if pool maintenance is easier with the new pool liner and Mr. Delamarter replied that it is much better.  He stated that it does not, however, save any money on chemicals for the pool.
FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS/MR. GORGOS

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos if he had determined what the Town’s responsibility is regarding the access road to the Town water tower on Stewart Road.  Mr. Gorgos replied that the Town is responsible for maintenance of the access road up to the water tower only, but not beyond the water tower, where the road becomes a private driveway.

Mr. Finch asked Mr. Gorgos about restrictions on the junkyard at the south end of town, adding that a trailer has been moved onto the site since the May 13, 2008 Town Board meeting, at which this problem was discussed.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he has not yet had a chance to visit the site in question.

JUSTICE COURT ISSUES

Mr. Finch expressed his concern that the Town will receive “no revenue from the Justice Court this month” because Judge J. Michael Bishop is on vacation.  He added that the Town Court will be closed for five weeks and he feels the Town should not pay Judge Bishop.  Supervisor Preston stated that Judge Bishop is an elected official and can take off whatever amount of time he chooses.  Mr. Gorgos stated that there is a liaison in the Sixth District Justice System whom the Town could contact and inform of the situation.  Supervisor Preston stated, “There’s nothing we can do,” adding that Court Clerk Diane Coe “had to reschedule each ticket and each ongoing ticket that is issued.  There will be no revenue until the end of July.”  She added that Court Clerk Coe is putting together the new office furniture for her office and the Judge’s office, by herself.  Mr. Gorgos stated that a public official is answerable only to the voters.
Mr. Bullock asked if a meeting could be arranged with Judge Bishop and the Town Board.  Supervisor Preston replied that this cannot be done at this time because Judge Bishop is out of town.  Mr. Minoia commented that a municipality is not required to have a Court open for business.  Mr. Gorgos asked, “At what point does a court become non-functioning?  Two months? Four months? Six months?”  Supervisor Preston stated that tax money is paying the Judge’s salary but the Town is not realizing any revenue.  “If you don’t do your job in the real world, you’re fired,” she stated.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the revenue will eventually come to the Town, because even if the arraignments are handled by another municipality, the case must come back to the Court that has jurisdiction.  He added that the District Attorney’s office is also unhappy with the situation because it places an additional burden on them as prosecutors of speeding tickets, creating many more cases to be handled in one month than would be the norm.  Mr. Bullock reiterated that a meeting should be arranged with Judge Bishop when he returns from vacation to discuss the situation.
INSURANCE/VOLUNTEER GROUPS USING COMMUNITY CENTER

Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs asked if volunteer groups, such as the Conklin Seniors Club or the Conklin Fair Committee, need to provide insurance when they use the Community Center and Supervisor Preston stated that volunteer groups are covered by the Town’s insurance, as they would be if they met at the Town Hall.
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ELECTION INSPECTORS SCHOOL/NEW VOTING MACHINE/PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Town Clerk Jacobs stated that the Broome County Board of Elections will present a training class for Election Inspectors on the new voting machine for persons with disabilities.  The class will be held at the Conklin Town Hall from 5:30 to 8:30 P.M. on June 12, 2008.

BIDS ON SURPLUS HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT

Town Clerk Jacobs reported that no bids were received on the 1997 Ford F350 Pickup truck and only one bid was received on the 1994 Ford Ranger Pickup truck.  The F350 will therefore be taken to Broome County Auction in September.  Mr. Bullock suggested checking the price to take this truck to the junkyard but Mr. Minoia stated that the Town would make more money at the Auction than at the junkyard.

Supervisor Preston stated that Michael Mott bid $258 on the Ford Ranger.  Mr. Finch stated that the Town should check the price that could be obtained at the junkyard.  Mr. Minoia asked who would haul the truck to the junkyard since it is not licensed.
RESO 2008-149:  ACCEPT BID/M. MOTT/1994 FORD RANGER

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts the bid in the amount of $258.00 from Michael Mott for the purchase of the 1994 Ford Ranger Pickup Truck.
Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – No, Preston – Yes.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – No.

There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
