REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 13, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on May 13, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch, Preston




Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston




Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Charles Francisco




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter (Excused – Water problem)

GUESTS:

Country Courier

Elizabeth Einstein







Ruth Joyner








Jim Clapper








Larry Peters








Laurie Francisco








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Jeanette Siciliano








Vincent Siciliano








Joe Bartosik

MINUTES:  APRIL 22, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
Mr. Minoia moved to accept the April 22, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.  

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

MINUTES:  APRIL 29, 2008 SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING

The Town Board agreed to hold over approval of the April 29, 2008 Special Town Board Meeting minutes until the May 27, 2008 Town Board meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of reports from the Supervisor’s office, the Town Clerk, the Highway Superintendent, the Water and Sewer Superintendent, the Code Officer, the Dog Control Officer, and from the Justice Department.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

REPORT:  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting, in addition to his written report, thanked Ron Brown and Luke Day of the City of Binghamton for their help in vacuuming the catch basins and dry wells in the Town.
Mr. Latting expressed concern that the Jersey barriers currently being utilized to temporarily close Millburn Drive Bridge are costing money in monthly rental fees and asked the Town Board 
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to permanently close the bridge to vehicular and pedestrian traffic and to allow his department to install proper, permanent barriers.  Mr. Gorgos concurred that the bridge should be closed to all traffic, not just to vehicular traffic.
RESO 2008-111:  AUTHORIZE COMPLETE CLOSURE/MILLBURN DRIVE BRIDGE/AUTHORIZE TOWN ATTORNEY & TOWN HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT TO ACCOMPLISH CLOSING
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes the complete and permanent closure of the Millburn Drive Bridge to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic and authorizes the Town Attorney and the Town Highway Superintendent to accomplish this closing.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

ABANDONED SECTION OF MILLBURN DRIVE

Mr. Latting reported that Mr. Boland wants to either purchase a section of abandoned Town road on Millburn Drive or open a private road to provide access for his trucks, citing safety concerns for area residents.  Mr. Gorgos will research the amount of road that the Town can legally give up as abandoned.  He added that once a road is abandoned, it is no longer a liability for the Town.

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT/TWO PICKUP TRUCKS

Mr. Latting stated that he has two options for the two pickup trucks in his department that were recently replaced with new trucks:  either put them out to bid or take them to the Broome County Auction in September.  The Town Board agreed to advertise the two trucks one time with an invitation to bid.
RESO 2008-112:  DECLARE SURPLUS EQUIPMENT/INVITATION TO BID/1994 FORD RANGER & 1997 FORD F350 PICKUP TRUCK

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin declares the following equipment surplus and issues an invitation to bid:


(1) 1997 Ford F350 4x4 Pickup Truck – Minimum bid:  $3,000


(1) 1994 Ford Ranger Pickup Truck – No minimum bid.

Bid opening will take place at 2:00 P.M. on June 5, 2008, at the Conklin Town Hall.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

CONCERN/MAINTENANCE OF ROAD TO WATER TOWER/STEWART ROAD

Mr. Latting stated that Mr. Nanni, a resident of Stewart Road, had expressed concern regarding who is responsible for maintenance of the road leading to the Town water tower on Stewart Road.  Mr. Nanni asked if this road is an easement granted to the Town or a private drive.  Mr. Gorgos will research this issue.
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REPORT:  CODE OFFICER
In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued 18 building permits in the past month, ten of which were demolition permits.  He stated that the Planning Board had received and reviewed five applications:  the Mix & Match Shop, RR Mulch, the Community SportsPlex, Price Rite Auto, and Ground Hog Garden Center.  He stated that RR Mulch had been granted a building permit for site preparation only but Board members noted that the owner has started construction on the building as well.  Mr. Jones was directed to serve a Stop Work order on RR Mulch on May 14, 2008, instructing the owner to cease construction on the building.  Mr. Jones reported that Price Rite Auto on Shaw Road must appear before the Planning Board at its May meeting with more information.  He stated that the Mix & Match Shop, which is moving to the old Refinery site on Melody Lane, and the Ground Hog Garden Center were both approved.
Mr. Jones reported that Mr. Gorgos sent a letter to Mr. Richard Laing, owner of the lot at the intersection of Powers Road and Corporate Drive that is the site of a half-destroyed mobile home and debris, instructing him to have the site cleaned by May 26, 2008.

REPORT:  SUPERVISOR’S OFFICE
Refer to written report.

REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

REPORT:  JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

Refer to written report.

Mr. Finch asked about the report from the Justice Department and Supervisor Preston replied that the Town Board will be receiving this report once a month.
REPORT:  WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT

Refer to written report.  Water & Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter was called away from the meeting to tend to a water problem in the northern end of Town.

Supervisor Preston reported that the Town Pool has been fully lined and that the logos are in place.  She added that Mr. Delamarter hopes to have the pool opened by May 26, 2008 (Memorial Day).  Supervisor Preston stated that the Parks Department will have Shawsville Cemetery mowed in time for Memorial Day.

BATTING CAGES/PITCHING MACHINE/FEMA REPLACEMENT MONEY

Supervisor Preston stated that she has become aware that questions have been raised in the community regarding the batting cages and pitching machine that were lost in the June 2006 Flood and the money given by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) to replace lost or damaged equipment.  She stated that such queries should be directed to her office and explained that the Youth Director was asked for a list of equipment that needed to be replaced, and the list was never received from him.  Supervisor Preston stated that the Parks Department provided a list of the equipment they knew to be in need of replacement.  She stated that the actual costs of the disaster were $1,801,735.08, of which FEMA has to date paid $1,645,126.72.  Actual costs of large projects not yet completed were $161,865.11, of which FEMA has to date paid $71,884.17.
Mr. Ayres asked if FEMA has closed its account with the Town and Supervisor Preston stated that FEMA will audit the large projects for cost overruns.  Mr. Latting commented that the small Highway Department projects have been completed.  Supervisor Preston explained that she 
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submits quarterly progress reports to FEMA and that the Town can ask for extensions if necessary.  Mr. Finch asked if there will be any more submissions and Supervisor Preston replied that there will not be any more new submissions.  Mr. Finch asked about mitigation of the area where the hardware store is located and Supervisor Preston explained that the Town cannot ask for mitigation of that area because the Town does not own that property.  The question was raised regarding whether or not the property owner had flood insurance and what might become of the building.

RESO 2008-113:  APPROVE HIRING/LIFEGUARDS/TOWN POOL/SUMMER 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the hiring of the following 17 persons to the position of Lifeguard for the Town Pool for the Summer 2008 season:







2007



2008
Alycia Mullins (Manager)


$8.00/Hour


$10.00/Hour

Marie Bieber (Assistant Manager)

$7.50/Hour


$  8.50/Hour

Josh Stracuzzi




$7.50/Hour


$  8.00/Hour

Olivia Pappas




$7.50/Hour


$  8.00/Hour

Ryan Delamarter



$7.50/Hour


$  8.00/Hour

Nicholas Stephens



$7.50/Hour


$  8.00/Hour

New Applicants:
Kelsey Mullins







$   7.50/Hour

Ciana O’Dea








$   7.50/Hour

Eric F. Lipski








$   7.50/Hour

Stephanie Castelli







$   7.50/Hour

Samantha Hiza







$   7.50/Hour

Shannon Smith







$   7.50/Hour

Brandon Delamarter







$   7.50/Hour

Samantha Williams 







$   7.50/Hour

Joseph Gray








$   7.50/Hour

Brian Hampton







$   7.50/Hour

Justin Kilmer








$   7.50/Hour

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2008-114:  APPROVE RE-HIRING/KEATON ROOD/PARKS DEPARTMENT/PAY RATE $9.00 PER HOUR/EFFECTIVE MAY 20, 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves the re-hiring of Keaton Rood to the position of Laborer in the Parks Department, with a pay rate of $9.00 per hour, effective May 20, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER

In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman asked the Board’s permission to attend a conference sponsored by New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets to be held in West Webster, New York, on June 3-4, 2008.  The conference will address issues such as dog enumerations, dog safety, rabies, and black bears.
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RESO 2008-115:  APPROVE ATTENDANCE/NYS AGRICULTURE & MARKETS CONFERENCE/DOG CONTROL OFFICER WEIDMAN/WEST WEBSTER, NEW YORK/JUNE 3-4, 2008

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman to attend a conference sponsored by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets to be held June 3-4, 2008, in West Webster, New York, with all real and necessary expenses associated with the trip.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dog Control Officer Weidman expressed her gratitude to the Conklin Volunteer Fire Department for allowing the Rabies Clinic to be held at Station 1, 1034 Conklin Road, on May 2, 2008, adding that over 100 animals received vaccinations.

Supervisor Preston noted that she attended the regular meeting of the fire department on May 12, 2008, and thanked the volunteers for all that they do for the Town.

OLD BUSINESS:
UPDATE/FEDEX GROUND

Supervisor Preston reported that Town Engineer Dan Griffiths has contacted representatives at FedEx Ground in the Corporate Park, as requested by the Town Board, regarding the installation of guardrails and trees along Carlin Road.  He has also set up a meeting with Mr. Hobart of Hobart Stone to discuss the filling in the area adjacent to Dino’s on the River.  Mr. Griffiths will provide a report to the Town Board at the May 27, 2008 Town Board meeting.

COMMUNITY CENTER RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY

The Grand Opening and Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for the new Floyd L. Maines Community Center will occur from 12:00 to 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 21, 2008.

NEW BUSINESS:  
RESO 2008-116:  APPROVE FUTURE PARK PERMIT REFUNDS/2008 SEASON/PER APPROVAL BY TOM DELAMARTER

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves future Park Permit refunds for the 2008 season pending approval by Parks Superintendent Tom Delamarter.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-117:  APPROVE WEEKLY PAYMENTS/2008 CONCERT IN THE PARK SERIES

Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves weekly payment to musicians for the 2008 Concert in the Park series.
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Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston stated that the first of the 2008 Concerts in the Park will be held on Wednesday, June 18, 2008.

GRANT/NEW RECORDING EQUIPMENT/BOARD MEETINGS

Supervisor Preston stated that a grant has been approved through New York State Assemblyman Clifford Crouch’s office, which will provide money for a new recording system to be used for Town Board meetings.  The cost of the recording system will use approximately half of the grant money received.

RESO 2008-118:  RATIFY PAYMENT/D. PRESTON/MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT/3-17-08 THROUGH 5-8-08

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of checks #6663 and #6698, account code A1220.4, in the amounts of $343.91 and $169.18 respectively to Debra A. Preston for mileage reimbursement for the period March 17, 2008, through May 8, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Abstain.  Motion carried:  4 – Yes, 1 – Abstain.

RESO 2008-119:  RATIFY PAYMENT/NEOPOST, INC./POSTAGE METER RATE CHANGE SOFTWARE/EFFECTIVE MAY 12, 2008
Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6681, account code A1670.4, in the amount of $250.00 to Neopost, Inc., for postage meter rate change software, effective May 12, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-120:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #361-493 FOR 2008

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #361 through #493 for 2008 in the total amount of $346,055.45:





General



$  61,635.04





Highway



    59,373.55





FEMA Buyout – HB


      8,195.80





2006 Highway Roads Flood-HH
  127,404.29




Pool Improvement


    40,803.35





Light Districts



      1,608.82





Sewer District 1


    37,971.96





Water District 6


      3,843.71





Water District



      5,218.93




Total




$346,055.45
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Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

In response to a question about the AirTemp bill, Supervisor Preston stated that the Board had approved the use of AirTemp in 2007 to provide inspections, filters, and reprogramming of the Town Hall heating and air conditioning system.

GAS LEASING
Mr. Gorgos stated that his firm is doing preparatory work on the Gas Lease agreements and is looking at ways for the Town to protect its infrastructure from heavy rigs moving over its roads.  He added that it may be appropriate to ask for performance or security bonds.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) will be the Lead Agency and noted that this is similar to the Town’s cell tower law.  Mr. Minoia will be the Town’s liaison to the Gas Lease Coalition.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the Town-owned properties can also be leased for gas drilling, although the parks may be an exception.  Mr. Finch asked if the “forever green” areas acquired by the Town through the Flood Buyout Program would be included in the properties that could be leased and drilled under and Mr. Gorgos stated that he will research this possibility.
DUST ISSUES/HOBART STONE/HARDING AVENUE

Mr. Minoia stated that he had received a complaint from Laura Barnes, a resident of Harding Avenue, about dust created by nearby Hobart Stone during its stone cutting process.  Mrs. Barnes stated that the dust aggravates her breathing problems.  Mr. Jones has contacted Mr. Hobart regarding the need to keep the road cleaned and the dust controlled.  Supervisor Preston directed Mr. Jones to set up a meeting with Mr. Hobart and two Town Board members to discuss the problem, adding that “neither the residents nor Hobart Stone will be moving, so we need to find a solution.”

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN HOUSE

Mr. Ayres stated that the Conklin Historical Society will be hosting an Open House on Saturday, June 7, 2008, with two speakers/demonstrations:  a display of Civil War memorabilia and a portrayal of Mrs. Patrick Henry.  The Historical Society is conducting a membership/fund drive to increase its membership and to procure funds for the restoration of the Castle.  Mr. Ayres stated that the Historical Society will be contacting a grant writer to look for grant money for the restoration project.

JUNKYARD AT SOUTH END OF TOWN
Mr. Finch asked if a fence could be required to contain the junkyard located at the south end of the Town.  Supervisor Preston stated that she believes the junkyard is “grandfathered in,” but believes it is expanding beyond what was originally allowed.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he believes it was originally a repair business that dates back before 1988.  Mr. Gorgos and Mr. Jones will research the situation to determine whether the junkyard is “grandfathered in” and whether or not it is expanding beyond its original limits.
TOWN OF CONKLIN WEBSITE
Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs informed those present that the new Town of Conklin website is up and running and requested that Town Board members who wish information to be put on the website contact her.
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FLOOD ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCES
Supervisor Preston announced that a Flood Anniversary Remembrance will take place at the Town Concert in the Park on Wednesday, June 25, 2008.  She also announced that the Conklin Flood Relief Center is hosting a party for all flood volunteers and survivors at the Relief Center on Corporate Drive on June 28, 2008.  The event will include hamburgers, hot dogs, ice cream, and a worship service and music.  The Flood Relief Center will be closing its doors for good following the celebration.

RESO 2008-121:  ACCEPT RESIGNATION/JUSTICE COURT CLERK/KARIE SLAVITSKY/EFFECTIVE MAY 16, 2008

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts, with regret, the resignation of Justice Court Clerk Karie Slavitsky, effective May 16, 2008.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

REFUND TO TOWN OF CONKLIN FROM BINGHAMTON-JOHNSON CITY JOINT SEWAGE BOARD

Supervisor Preston reported that the Town of Conklin received a refund in the amount of $10,574.81 from the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Board.

LIGHT DISTRICT UPGRADE

Mr. Finch stated that the upgrade to the Light District will not include a charge to the residents, adding that it will cost $7 to $8 more to the Light District, with a total cost to the Town of $1,500.

NEW YORK STATE RETIREMENT/ELECTED OFFICIALS
Supervisor Preston announced that New York State will now require elected officials, other than the Town Clerk and Highway Superintendent, who are considered to be full time employees, to document the hours they have worked and what they have done in order for this time to be credited toward their New York State retirement.  There will be no acceptance of  “on call” status as counting toward hours worked, as only actual hours worked will be counted.  Supervisor Preston stated that officials can keep a monthly chart documenting their actual hours worked, adding that this accountability is required because it is taxpayers’ money paying for the retirement benefits.

CHANGE ORDER/882 CONKLIN ROAD/$9,400/ADDITIONAL STRUCTURES

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town received a Change Order for 882 Conklin Road, for $9,400 for the additional structures on that property.

RESO 2008-122:  APPROVE DEMOLITION/9 MORE/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM/GORICK CONSTRUCTION
Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin approves Gorick Construction to provide demolition and cleanup of nine more properties through the 2006 Flood Buyout Program for a cost of $52,300, which does not include friable asbestos mitigation and additional tipping fees associated with that mitigation.
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Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Bullock moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Ayres.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
