 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 8, 2008

The Town Board of the Town of Conklin held a Regular Town Board Meeting on April 8, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. at the Conklin Town Hall.  Mrs. Preston, Supervisor, presided.  The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:

Town Board Members
Bullock, Minoia, Ayres, Finch, Preston



Town Counsel


Mark S. Gorgos



Town Engineer

Dan Griffiths







Highway Superintendent
Patrick Latting




Code Officer


Robert Jones




Assistant to Supervisor
Lisa Houston]




Personnel Clerk

Nancy Banick




Water & Sewer Superintendent/





Parks Superintendent
Tom Delamarter




Dog Control Officer

Darlene Weidman




Town Clerk


Sherrie L. Jacobs




Planning Board

Charles Francisco




Zoning Board of Appeals
Daniel Fitzsimmons




Zoning Board of Appeals
Norman Pritchard




Zoning Board of Appeals
Paul Preston 

GUESTS:

Press & Sun Bulletin

Connie McKinney




Conklin Vol. Fire Dept.
Stan Albrechta








Joe Bartosik







John Colley








Jim Clapper








Peter J. Motsavage, Jr.








Laurie Francisco








Teena Preston

APOLOGY TO LISA HOUSTON
Mr. Finch offered an apology to Ms. Lisa Houston, Assistant to the Supervisor, for remarks he made at the March 25, 2008 Town Board meeting and requested that this be recorded verbatim in tonight’s minutes, as follows:  

Finch:  “Prior to the adoption of the minutes of March 25, 2008, is the opportunity to clarify a statement to be included verbatim in tonight’s minutes.  I would like to apologize for unfortunate statements made by me out of frustration that appeared to criticize Lisa Houston.  This frustration arose out of general issues with the Justice Court system and lack of oversight to us under existing state legislation.  My statement did not mean to compare Ms. Houston’s job duties in the same manner as the Town Justice Court.  I retract those statements and apologize to Ms. Houston and at no time did I ever question her integrity.  These statements were made at the Town Board meeting on March 25, 2008.  Thank you.”
SUPERVISOR’S ADDRESS TO TOWN
Supervisor Preston addressed those present regarding recent events in the Town.  The following is a verbatim record of her remarks:

Preston:  “I would like to take this opportunity tonight to go over a few things that have been going on these past weeks.

“1.  Our last meeting on March 22nd was one for the record books, with so much which must have looked like hostility from the Board.  I want to say that it was frustration.  This Town Board takes their responsibilities very seriously, and knowing that they have no authority over the Court has made things worse, as the people see us as the ones that control the Town.  When I became Supervisor in 2003, I, too, thought that I was able to look at financial records, bank statements, etc.  I felt that if I had to sign off on all financial records regarding the Town, we 
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should have the authority to oversee all departments, but soon found out that the Court is not under the same controls as the rest of the departments in this Town.  It took me about three years to understand that, so at this time I would like to take a minute and explain how this is not so.  The basis on which it is determined that the Town Courts are under the New York State Office of Court Administration and not the Town Board is in the New York State Constitution, which like the Federal government sets up the separation of powers between the Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary branches of government.  To change this would mean there would have to be a specific law broadening the Legislative or Executive overview of this branch.  I have written to the Governor, Senator Libous, and Assemblyman Crouch asking for this type of legislation.  I have heard from both the Senator and Assemblyman, and they are going to look into this to see what can be done.  To blame the Town Board or the Supervisor is wrong, but understandable as people do not understand this separation of powers.  We have been criticized for having a yearly audit done and yet we find nothing.  Well, that, too, needs to be explained and to do so I will now read from a letter from our auditors.”  (Read excerpts from report from Auditor Cheryl DiStefano of Vieira, Skiadas, & Co., LLP, Town Auditors.  Ms. DiStefano’s letter to New York State states that her firm “did undertake extended audit procedures with respect to the Town Court.  They examined a sample of traffic tickets, but unfortunately, because the Town does not issue its own tickets, there is no sequential numbering of the tickets, and therefore, we were unable to generate a true statistical random sample of the tickets.”  Supervisor Preston continued,  “Our auditors audit every department every year and they interview people in every department, trying to find this type of fraud or anything, so they’ve done their jobs, and they go above and beyond, so this was not anything to do with our auditors.  So with that, I hope that this has helped to address some of the confusion as to where the responsibility lies.
“2.  I would also like to take this opportunity to say that I do and always have taken my job as Town Supervisor very seriously.  I have worked, I felt, doing what I felt was for the best for the residents of the Town of Conklin.  There are elected officials who say they can say and do whatever they want as they are elected.  Well, that is wrong.  No one should have those rights.  Politics, I have to say, can be a nasty business, which is also wrong, as elected officials are just that:  elected by their constituents and are suppose to work for the good of the people who elected them.  Over these past few weeks, I have been singled out as personally being responsible for what has happened with our Court.  What I need to say is that I am the Supervisor and I can understand that the first thought is to blame the person in charge but as I have already stated, we do not have the authority over this department as we do over other departments, and that includes the Supervisor.  I would also like to state that when a decision is made, it is done by the Board and I have to carry out what the Board asks to be done.  I would like to set the record straight that when I took over as Supervisor, this Town was in the red and with the help of the Board and great employees, I am proud to say we are finally in the black and that is after four disasters.  The attacks against this Board and me show how destructive some types of human behavior can be and I am here tonight to say enough!  I and this Board take what has happened very seriously and are committed to work with our elected officials in Albany to see that some type of legislation is introduced so as to give the governing board more fiscal oversight of this department.
“At this time, I want to apologize to the people of the Town of Conklin for what has happened over these past few weeks and I would also like to apologize to my family for what they have had to go through due to my being Supervisor and only wanting to work for the Town that had given me so much when I was growing up.  I hope that we can put all of this behind us and move forward as we have so much to do as we continue to rebuild our community, and as long as I am your Supervisor, I will not let anything tear it apart.”

Mr. Ayres commented, “Well said.”

MINUTES:  MARCH 11, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Finch moved to accept the March 11, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.  
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.
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VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Ayres had questioned a statement attributed to him in paragraph four on page ll of the minutes, but decided that the statement was indeed accurate.

MINUTES:  MARCH 25, 2008 REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

Mr. Bullock moved to accept the March 25, 2008 Regular Town Board Meeting minutes as presented.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Ayres commented that in verbatim minutes, sometimes the meaning of words and statements can be misconstrued, as laughter, voice inflection, or sarcasm are not evident in the written word, as they are present in the spoken word at the meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE:  
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Rolf Babiel, owner of Hallo Berlin Restaurant, applying for renewal of his establishment’s on premise liquor license.  She also acknowledged receipt of reports from the Code Officer, Water and Sewer Superintendent, Town Clerk, Dog Control Officer, and Highway Superintendent.

ABC APPLICATION/HALLO BERLIN/NO OPPOSITION LIQUOR LICENSE
Supervisor Preston acknowledged receipt of correspondence from Rolf Babiel, owner of Hallo Berlin Restaurant, applying for renewal of his on premise liquor license to sell alcoholic beverages in accordance with Section 109 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Laws.

No opposition was voiced.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
THANK YOU FROM CONKLIN SENIORS CLUB/USE OF NEW COMMUNITY CENTER

Mr. Joe Bartosik of Coolidge Street thanked Supervisor Preston and the Town Board for allowing the Conklin Seniors Club to meet at the new Community Center.  He stated that the Club has 124 members and that they have an average of 50 to 60 attending their monthly luncheon meeting and had outgrown their space in the Castle.  Mr. Bartosik commented that the Conklin Seniors Club members are designating the first row of parking in the new parking lot for handicapped access during their meetings.
REPORT:  HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

In addition to his written report, Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting stated that the FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)-related repair work has been started this spring, with Fahs Construction Company beginning their project two days ago.
Mr. Latting stated that the annual Spring Cleanup has been scheduled and residents can deposit scrap metal in the metal dumpster at the Town Highway Garage on Carlin Road, as well as drop off brush and tires.  He stated that more residents seem to be utilizing this service.
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RESO 2008-93:  AUTHORIZE HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT/P. LATTING/ATTEND ANNUAL HIGHWAY SCHOOL/ITHACA COLLEGE/JUNE 2-4, 2008/PLUS ALL REAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes Highway Superintendent Patrick Latting to attend the Annual Highway School at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York, from June 2 through June 4, 2008, including all real and necessary expenses associated with the trip.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Latting stated that, in response to a query at an earlier meeting from Mr. Bullock, he spoke to John West of Temple Inland, owner of a small parcel of property adjoining the Highway Garage on which Mr. Bullock stated filling has been occurring over the past 20 years.  Mr. Latting stated that Mr. West is aware of the situation and he told Mr. Latting that his Corporate office audits the situation every two to three years and that the last audit, conducted in 2006 at about the time of the flood, found no concerns.
RESO 2008-94:  AWARD BID/GRATSINGER ROAD SLOPE STABILIZATION/R. DEVINCENTIS CONSTRUCTION/$24,000.00

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin awards the bid for the Gratsinger Road Slope Stabilization to R. DeVincentis Construction for a bid amount of $24,000.00.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston noted that Town Engineer Dan Griffiths had looked at the bid documents and found that the specifications had been met.

LITTLE SNAKE CREEK SLOPE STABILIZATION

Supervisor Preston noted that the bids on the Little Snake Creek Slope Stabilization were opened at 2:00 P.M. on April 8, 2008, and that the Town received the following five bids:

ZMK Construction




$189,080.00


Giammarino Construction



$204,810.00


Gorick Construction




$248,040.00


Vacri Construction




$194,000.00


Bothar Construction




$226,747.00

She stated that Mr. Gorgos and Mr. Griffiths will look over the bids and then the project will be awarded.

Mr. Griffiths stated that the Fallbrook Road Bridge Abutment and Wingwall project is awaiting the Notice to Proceed from the Town.

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 8, 2008

REPORT:  WATER & SEWER SUPERINTENDENT

In addition to his written report, Water & Sewer Superintendent Tom Delamarter reported that the Town experienced a problem when the pump at Sewer Station 4 took on water.  He reported that Flyte from Rochester took the pump to be repaired.  Mr. Delamarter also reported a problem with a high temperature sensor at Sewer Station 3.

Mr. Delamarter reported that the Town of Conklin Water Quality Report is finished, as is the quarterly Susquehanna River Basin Report.  He has also completed the Health Department Report and the Vulnerability of Municipal Drinking Water Report.
Mr. Delamarter reported that the patching work is finished on the Town Pool.  The next step will be welding, then installation of the skirting.  He anticipates that all of the work on the pool will be completed by the end of April.  Mr. Delamarter announced that May 3 will be Opening Day for the Town Summer Sports season of baseball and softball.
Mr. Delamarter displayed a diagram of the Veterans’ Memorial planned for Schnurbusch Park.  Those present agreed that it is a very nice design.  Mr. Finch explained that the memorial will be located at the current site of the flagpole in Schnurbusch Park, and that it will be 20 feet in diameter.  He stated that the organizers of the memorial plan to sell bricks in the walkway to be imprinted with veterans’ names and dates of service as part of the funding for the project.  Mr. Finch explained that there is a four foot walkway on each side of the memorial.  The organizers, Robert Page and Peter Savage, hope to have the new memorial completed by Veterans’ Day, November 11, 2008.
Supervisor Preston commented to Mr. Delamarter that the lights outside the Town Hall, which are on a timer, need to be adjusted due to the time change to Daylight Savings Time.

REPORT:  CODE OFFICER

In addition to his written report, Code Officer Robert Jones reported that his office issued 13 building permits last month: 2 new additions, 1 new building, 1 new mobile home, 1 bath remodel, and 8 demolitions.  He reported that he prepared documentation for the Planning Board for four cases:  approval of a car lot for Mr. Soucie on Conklin Road, approval of the subdivision for Chris Ostrowsky on Fallbrook Road, preliminary proposal for the Conklin Sportsplex on Conklin Road, and an application for a Garden Center on Mr. Vosbury’s property on Conklin Road.  Mr. Jones reported that the Zoning Board of Appeals approved a variance for Boland Excavating, which will allow them to build a new pole barn.  He also reported that the DEC (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation) cited both Mr. Vosbury and the person filling near Chipper’s for filling over one acre of land.
REPORT:  DOG CONTROL OFFICER
In addition to her written report, Dog Control Officer Darlene Weidman reminded those present that the Rabies Clinic will be held on May 2, 2008, from 6:00 to 7:00 P.M. at Conklin Volunteer Fire Station #1, 1034 Conklin Road.
REPORT:  TOWN CLERK

Refer to written report.

OLD BUSINESS:

UPDATE FROM TOWN ENGINEER/DAN GRIFFITHS

Car Wash Area – Town Engineer Dan Griffiths of Griffiths Engineering addressed the issue of filling behind the Car Wash on Conklin Road, stating that the SWPP (StormWater Prevention Plan) was approved and the filling is legal.  Mr. Finch asked if the property owner is required to 
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provide mitigation of the runoff and Mr. Griffiths replied that the property owner has met all of the stipulations and mitigation is not one of the requirements.  He added that the impact on the Susquehanna River was pre-approved in 1990, with Hawk Engineering conducting tests and determining that there would be no impact on the river.  Mr. Finch stated that by filling in the channel, runoff water backs up behind the Susquehanna Valley High School onto Cherry Drive and Roxbury Street.  Mr. Griffiths commented that there would be no significant increase, stating that “Hawk didn’t see it in the model.”
Mr. Finch stated that the best way to correct the problem would be to deepen the channel by the railroad tracks.  He stated that the area was filled in 2002 and the permit should have been null and void by 2005.  Mr. Finch stated that the area needs to be cleaned up now.  Mr. Griffiths stated that a licensed surveyor could stake the area approved for filling to see if it has been exceeded.  Town Counsel Mark Gorgos asked whose responsibility it was to check to make sure the approved area had not been exceeded and Mr. Griffiths replied that Clark Patterson Engineering had done the drawings.  Mr. Griffiths offered to go over the engineering drawings with Mr. Gorgos, if that would be helpful.  Mr. Ayres commented that copies of the fill permits have not been found at the Town Hall, adding that he would like to look at the paperwork that is available.  He asked if a fill permit would be valid for five years.  Mr. Jones commented that he thought the permits were valid for 11 years.  Mr. Gorgos explained that if the fill permit term is unspecified, then there is no time limit.  He added that under the newly proposed local law regarding filling of property, Mr. Jones would be able to set a time limit for fill permits.  Supervisor Preston suggested that Mr. Griffiths contact Roger at Southern Tier Surveying to “shoot a line” to survey the fill area.  Mr. Gorgos stated that he will contact the attorney for the property owner to obtain permission to do this.  Mr. Finch stated that the Town needs to make sure the boundaries set by the fill permit have not been exceeded.

Donnelly Wetlands/Carlin Creek – Mr. Griffiths stated that he had contacted Gerardo Tagliaferri, Superintendent of the Susquehanna Valley School District, regarding the issues with the Donnelly Wetlands and Carlin Creek, adding that he is putting together an estimate of the cost to resolve the problems.
Mr. Griffiths stated that he contacted Mr. Delamarter regarding the removal of the bridge in Schnurbusch Park and will provide estimates of the cost of that project.

Fountain Bleau/Stillwater/Millburn Drive – Mr. Griffiths stated that he has contacted the DOT (New York State Department of Transportation) regarding the drainage problems near Fountain Bleau Mobile Home Park.  Mr. Griffiths stated that a letter dated 1990 refers to a culvert near the railroad tracks, but he has been unable to physically locate the culvert and needs a map depicting its location.  He stated that he is planning to meet with an engineer from the DOT to discuss this issue.
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW/FILLING OF VACANT AND DEVELOPED PROPERTIES

Mr. Gorgos explained that the proposed legislation “fills the gap in the existing Code,” and falls under Section 10 of the Home Rule Law.    He stated that this legislation would provide guidance for the filling of property that is prone to flooding, with a limit of 100 cubic yards of fill per one acre being filled.  Mr. Gorgos stated that Section 72.4 explains that the legislation would apply to those seeking to “commence or continue a filling operation in reliance upon a fill permit issued under any other chapter of the Town of Conklin Code, more than five (5) years prior to the enactment of this chapter.”   Section 72.6 provides for enforcement of the legislation by the Town Code Officer, who must be comfortable that the proposed filling does not cause adverse impact.  The Code Officer can also require mitigation of the water runoff, if he or she deems it necessary, and can deny a permit if the mitigation is not completed.  Section 72.7 covers Stop Work Orders and Section 72.8 sets forth the penalties for non-compliance with the legislation.
Supervisor Preston asked how the Town would proceed if a Stop Work Order were to be ignored.  Mr. Gorgos explained that in that situation, the Town would petition to the Supreme Court for “equitable relief” to obtain an injunction against the violator, adding that the Town Court has no jurisdiction in this matter.
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Mr. Finch asked about filling from any new business in the Corporate Park.  Supervisor Preston commented that it should be a condition of the Special Permit, issued by the Town Board for all entities in the Corporate Park, that fill from any new projects must be taken out of the Town of Conklin unless otherwise approved by the Town Board.

Mr. Finch commented that Gorick Construction is currently filling on Woodside Avenue and inquired how much fill would be going into that site.  Mr. Jones stated that the property owner had contacted him and stated that they will only be filling up to one acre.  Supervisor Preston stated that this means that the MS4 Stormwater Runoff regulations do not apply and no SWPP (Stormwater Prevention Plan) is needed.  Mr. Finch asked about the 100 cubic yards per acre limit and Supervisor Preston and Mr. Bullock both stated that the proposed local law setting that restriction is not yet in effect.
RESO 2008-95:  INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW 2, 2008/”A LOCAL LAW REGARDING FILLING OF VACANT AND DEVELOPED PROPERTIES”/ SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARING/APRIL 29, 2008 AT 7:05 P.M.

Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin introduces Local Law 2, 2008, “A Local Law Regarding Filling of Vacant and Developed Properties,” and schedules a Public Hearing on April 29, 2008, at 7:05 P.M. at a Special Town Board Meeting.

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gorgos pointed out that there would be penalties in place for both violators and property owners of a site found to be in violation of the legislation.

“BAT HOUSE”/STILLWATER ROAD

Supervisor Preston stated that the damaged and abandoned house on Stillwater Road, referred to as the “bat house” because of the colony of bats now inhabiting it, is owned by HUD (the office of Housing and Urban Development), adding that she has sent a letter to HUD requesting permission to demolish the house.
COMMUNITY CENTER/RENTAL AGREEMENT

Supervisor Preston thanked Mr. Jones and Mr. Delamarter for their work in preparing the Community Center for use, adding that the new space is “really nice.”

Mr. Gorgos distributed copies of the tentative rental agreement for use of the Community Center.  The cost will be $300, with $100 deposit due fourteen days in advance.  The facility will be non-smoking.  Cancellation must be made at least seven days in advance of the date of the booked event.  Lessees must provide proof of insurance.  The rental contract includes a Hold Harmless agreement.  If liquor is to be served, the lessee must provide an endorsement from their insurance carrier.  Mr. Ayres commented that he has a meeting scheduled with the Town’s insurance carrier on April 10, 2008, to discuss flood insurance and will ask about insurance needs for the Community Center at that time.  For meetings to be held at the Community Center, the organizers must still schedule the meeting time through the Town Clerk’s office, but no fees will be charged.  Mr. Gorgos will check the details of the Rental Agreement and send the finished version to Town Clerk Sherrie Jacobs.
NEW BUSINESS:
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HMGP 1665/NEW BUYOUT GRANT

Supervisor Preston stated that the Town has been approved for eight of the thirty properties submitted in Phase 2 of the 2006 Flood Buyout Program and has received a new Buyout Grant, HMGP 1665.  She added that the next steps will be to issue an Invitation to Bid for the demolition of the houses and to obtain appraisals on the properties.
RESO 2008-96:  RATIFY PAYMENT/GORICK CONSTRUCTION/BUYOUT CONTRACT/1716 CONKLIN ROAD/TIPPING FEES

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6508, account code HB8760.4, in the amount of $14,945.00 to Gorick Construction for tipping fees for the Buyout Contract for demolition of the building at 1716 Conklin Road.
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:   Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Preston explained that this is the last property from the 2005 Flood Buyout Program to be demolished and that it has taken this long because it was listed on the Registry of Historic Buildings and a lot of paperwork was required to be allowed to demolish the building.

RESO 2008-97:  RATIFY PAYMENT/ GORICK CONSTRUCTION/BUYOUT CONTRACT/DEMOLITION/1716 CONKLIN ROAD
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6509, account code HB8760.4, in the amount of $9,200.00 to Gorick Construction for the Buyout Contract for demolition of the building at 1716 Conklin Road.

Seconded by Mr. Minoia.
VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.
RESO 2008-98:  RATIFY PAYMENT/FAMILY DOLLAR/MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNITY CENTER SUPPLIES
Mr. Minoia moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin ratifies payment of check #6538, account code A8989.4, in the amount of $65.74 to the Family Dollar for miscellaneous supplies for the Community Center.
Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-99:  ACCEPT RECEIPT OF FUNDS/COMMUNITY PROJECT AGREEMENT #TM07142 (DEFIBRILLATORS)
Mr. Finch moved for the following resolution:

Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin accepts receipt of funds, account code A410, in the amount of $6,000.00 for Community Project Agreement #TM07142 (Defibrillators).

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 8, 2008

Seconded by Mr. Ayres.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-100:  AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS #241 – 360 FOR 2008

Mr. Ayres moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin authorizes payment of the following claims #241 – 360 for the year 2008 for the total amount of $123,162.89:



General




$37,206.50



Highway




  55,458.77



Property Buyout HB



    8,422.17



Highway Roads & Bridges HH

    3,296.72



Sewer District 1



    5,056.48



Water District




    8,887.77



Water District 6



    1,900.00



Light Districts




    2,934.48


Total




          $123,162.89
Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

RESO 2008-101:  APPROVE CONVEYANCE TO TOWN/THREE PROPERTIES/2006 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM

Mr. Bullock moved for the following resolution:


Be It Resolved:  that the Town Board of the Town of Conklin hereby authorizes and accepts the conveyance of the following designated properties to the Town of Conklin pursuant to the 2006 Flood Buyout Program in accordance with the policies and procedures of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and as approved by legal counsel for the Town:


GRANTOR


PROPERTY ADDRESS
TAX MAP NUMBER
Thomas J. Brucie


152 and 154 Stillwater Road,

228.07-1-5






Town of Conklin, Broome Co.,
and






New York



228.07-1-3

Nancy Stout



10 Terrace Drive, Town of 

162.14-1-12






Conklin, Broome Co., New York

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

GAS LEASES/MUNICIPAL CONCERNS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Mr. Minoia stated that he attended a meeting at the Broome County Office Building regarding gas leases from the municipal perspective.  He stated that the drilling for natural gas raises several concerns, primarily potential damage to the Town infrastructure, including municipal wells.  Mr. Minoia stated that there is also a “lot of opportunity” for municipalities that own land upon which drilling may take place.  Mr. Gorgos stated that his office works with individuals regarding the potential leasing of their property for gas drilling purposes, adding that from the 
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municipal view, working with the Department of State to protect the infrastructure is very important.  He stated that these gas drilling ventures are “enormous drilling operations,” and added that bonds must be provided to repair the roads.  He stated that there are also opportunities for financial gain for municipalities that own land with drilling potential.  Mr. Gorgos stated that the private owners are “ahead of the curve” on the gas leasing issues.  Mr. Griffiths commented that he has been working with Chris Ostrowsky as part of the gas leasing coalition and will get maps of tax numbers from Broome County.
CHANGES TO STREET LIGHTS

Mr. Finch asked if Supervisor Preston had received a letter from NYSEG (New York State Electric & Gas Corporation) regarding changes to the street lights in Town and she replied that she had not received a letter.  Mr. Finch stated that he has been informed that NYSEG wants to change the sodium lights to mercury lights in all of the Town light districts.  Mr. Finch is also going to contact NYSEG about street lights on Old Conklin Road, where a resident has expressed a desire to have a light installed in front of her house for better visibility.

DEFIBRILLATOR & CPR CLASS AT TOWN HALL
Supervisor Preston stated that the Automatic External Defibrillator and CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) Class was held on March 29 at the Town Hall, and thanked Mr. Bullock for teaching the class.  She stated that there was zero participation in the class from the Town sports program, including the Youth Commissioner, which was a disappointment.  Mr. Finch stated that he feels it should be mandatory for at least some of the coaches to be certified while Supervisor Preston stated she believes it should be mandatory for all of the coaches to be certified.  Mr. Bullock stated that 17 members from the sports program were scheduled to attend the class.  Mr. Finch will call Youth Commissioner Fran Bealo to discuss the need for mandatory training.  Mr. Delamarter stated that he had received no communication from Mr. Bealo regarding the date for Opening Day for the Summer Sports Program.  Mr. Finch stated that he will send a letter to the Youth Commission stating that coaches must either have proof of prior certification or complete the mandatory training, or else there will be no sports program.

Supervisor Preston stated that the cases for the defibrillators are here.  There are four defibrillators:  one will be in the Town Hall in the break room near the first aid kit; one in the Highway Garage; one at the Town Pool; and one at the Community Center.
GRANT/NEW RECORDING DEVICE FOR TOWN CLERK & ITEMS FOR COMMUNITY CENTER
Supervisor Preston stated that she has received a new grant, with the help of Assemblyman Clifford Crouch, with which to purchase a new recording device for the Town Clerk to utilize at Town Board meetings, and to purchase items for the new Community Center.
GRANT/SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL/SCHOOL CROSSING
Supervisor Preston stated that she met with Tom Voloshen, Town Planning Board, and with Gerardo Tagliaferri, Superintendent of Susquehanna Valley School District and Jerry Abbey, former Buildings and Grounds Superintendent of the school district, to discuss a grant to provide safe routes to school and school crossings.  She stated that the grant will pay for a Crossing Guard for two years, at the high school crossing site only.  Supervisor Preston stated that Donnelly Elementary School was asked three years ago to create a crossing and the school refused, stating that they didn’t want the children crossing Conklin Road on foot.  The Town of Conklin would be required to install a crossing, if one were to be installed.  Mr. Finch stated that he saw teachers crossing a large number of students on foot to the Conklin Presbyterian Church across Conklin Road from the school.  Supervisor Preston stated that she will call Mr. Tagliaferri to discuss this with him.  Mr. Ayres asked if there is any training for crossing guards and Supervisor Preston replied that there is no training.  Mr. Ayres complained that the current crossing guard stops cars “every one or two kids.”  Supervisor Preston explained that this is 
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necessary because the Town has a liability “if the kids don’t listen” and run out in front of oncoming traffic.
“CHIPS” MONEY

Mr. Latting was asked if the amount of money received from Broome County for “CHIPS” (Highway Improvement) is greater this year and Mr. Latting replied that he has not yet received these funds.

RESO 2008-102:  EXECUTIVE SESSION/PERSONNEL ISSUE

Mr. Bullock moved to close the Regular Town Board Meeting and move into Executive Session at 8:37 P.M. to discuss a personnel issue.

Seconded by Mr. Finch.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

An Executive Session of the Town Board of the Town of Conklin was held at the Conklin Town Hall at 8:37 P.M. with Supervisor Debra Preston presiding.  Present were:  Supervisor Preston, Mr. Bullock, Mr. Minoia, Mr. Ayres, Mr. Finch, and Attorney Gorgos.  Supervisor Preston assumed duties of secretary of the meeting.

A discussion was held pursuant to Public Officers Law section 100 of the State of New York regarding the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.

RESO 2008-103:  RE-OPEN REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
After this discussion, Mr. Ayres moved to close Executive Session and re-open the Regular Town Board Meeting at 8:55 P.M.

Seconded by Mr. Bullock.

VOTE:  Bullock – Yes, Minoia – Yes, Ayres – Yes, Finch – Yes, Preston – Yes.  Motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Finch moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Minoia.

The meeting adjourned at 8:56 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherrie L. Jacobs

Town Clerk
